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APPG FIRE SAFETY & RESCUE – TWELVE MONTHLY REPORT: 1st JULY 2024 TO 31st JULY 2025       

                    FROM RONNIE KING – ADVISER & HON. ADMIN. SEC.          

JULY 2024
1st July Adviser & Hon. Sec, Ronnie King corresponded with Steve McGuirk re the DRAFT Fire Sector Federation Manifesto.  2nd July R King spoke and corresponded with Ayshea Buksh BBC London news re Lakanal House Fire Anniversary. 4th July R King corresponded with family of former RIBA Architect – the late Sam Webb regarding progress with Grenfell Tower   Condolence letter to family of former Welsh fire officer. 4th July General Election resulting in a new Government in Westminster.  5th July R King monitored General Election results over 5th and 6th July and to establish APPG Members who had retained their seats. 6th July invited to NAADK meeting on 11th July, which  could not prioritise over Fire  Building Safety matters linked to APPG.. 9TH July – Hon. Sec R King attended Westminster Parliament to meet with newly appointed MP’s with a view to recruiting a number to the APPG.   Notified of the arrival of Valerii Zaluzhnyi the new Ukraine Ambassador to the UK. He was previously Commander in Chief of Ukraine’s Armed Forces.  
13th July House fire in East Ham with three children died. Two adults died after a fire at their home in Peter Street, Blackpool, in the early hours of 17 July. A 21-month-old boy remained in hospital in a "poorly condition", while a six-year-old boy was treated for minor injuries, Notified members of previous APPG.  New Labour Member of parliament Chris Webb MP agreed to join the APPG.  Notified of Mary Foy MP’s new Parliamentary based Westminster office staff member.  Exchange of correspondence and discussion with S McGuirk re Fire Sector Federation Draft Manifesto (now Prospectus). Dennis Davis (also Fire Sector Federation) did a very detailed read and this has been incorporated with all his comments as they were all really useful tidying up points  S Mcguirk has also softened the bit about CROSS.  Dennis Davis (Fire Sector Federation) suggested and made mention of the tendering exercise they have engaged in.  He also added a footnote about looking in future to fulfil a coordinating role across the system around fire research….but that is the next steps.
Hon. Sec R King received an email from Plaid Cymru’s anticipated new addition to the APPG Ann Davies MP:-
“I would be delighted to join the APPG but would like to run this through Liz and Ben at our group meeting next week.  I understand that we can sit on 6 APPGs, and this is one which I would like to link with my Education (university buildings) and DEFRA (farm buildings), both of which need fire safety to be constantly reviewed.
We're meeting on Tuesday afternoon and will confirm later on next week. 
Diolch o galon am feddwl amdanaf,
Cofion cynnes,
Ann.
Ann Davies MP  Caerfyrddin ”Carmarthen)
14th July With so many new MP’s it wasn’t easy to make contact yet; because they haven’t all started responding to emails nor appointed staff or been allocated offices.  Hon. Sec. however made numerous requests to potential new MP’s and hoped to hear soon. Agreed date of 22nd July for a meeting of the Business Sprinkler Alliance ahead of the Grenfell Tower Public Inquiry Phase 2 Final Report.  The FPA’s MD Gavin Dunne reported on the New cabinet appointments and implications for fire safety
Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer announced his new Cabinet, which includes Angela Rayner as Deputy Prime Minister and Secretary of State for Housing, Local Government and Communities.
Her role will be pivotal in bridging the gap between the government and the fire safety industry.  This comes as the final Grenfell Tower Inquiry report is set to be published in September, seven years after the tragedy.
Gavin Dunn highlighted the urgency of addressing fire safety challenges: “We hope and stand ready to support the new government.
“We urge the new administration to urgently address the numerous challenges needed to improve fire safety and property protection within UK buildings.”
The FPA’s call for regulatory changes and support for the new government
The FPA has emphasized the need for changes in the regulation of fire safety professionals and the assessment of construction products to ensure safety and resilience.
Gavin Dunn remarked: “We believe now is the time to resolve many issues surrounding the regulation of fire safety professionals, ensuring they demonstrate competency effectively, and assessing the suitability of construction products used in buildings.”
The FPA has positioned itself as a key player in supporting the government’s efforts to advance fire safety regulations.
Gavin Dunn also added: “As the FPA, we stand ready to support this change. We will continue to provide research insights, disseminate knowledge, and offer a range of services to help the market do the right thing.”   FPA’s upcoming policy manifesto
The FPA is in the process of finalising its policy manifesto, which will be released in the coming weeks.
This manifesto will outline the FPA’s commitment to collaboration with both government and industry stakeholders to safeguard people and property from fire-related risks.
The FPA MD concluded by extending congratulations on Labour’s election success and encouraged the new ministers to advance the fire safety agenda swiftly: “On behalf of my colleagues here at the FPA, and our many members and partners, we extend our congratulations on Labour’s election success.
“We look forward to seeing who will assume key ministerial roles in the areas of fire and building safety.”
INSIDE Housing magazine reported:  ‘On building safety, an IT error at the Building Safety Regulator (BSR) led to applications for remediation work being delayed. The error came to light after leaseholders at the Charterhouse Building in east London contacted Inside Housing after they were concerned about a delay to their application.
The development, which is a multi-block development with several buildings over 18 metres tall, features a mix of aluminium composite material (ACM) and non-ACM combustible cladding. The managing agents had obtained government funding for the cladding remediation works to be carried out as soon as possible, but work had been unable to start due to the delay at the BSR in approving the works.
Notting Hill Genesis (NHG) posted an £82m deficit for 2023-24 due to “building safety liabilities and asset impairments” of £110m and lower sales figures, as the housing association slows down its pace of development.
17th July  The State Opening of Parliament Westminster provided a  networking opportunity with MP’s.  Former MP Emma Dent-Coad sought - a brief summary update on a further year since Grenfell and asked for no more than two pages, either in Word or a pdf- contact details clearly noted so that interested parties can make contact directly for further information
Last year the document was received and read by over 100 parliamentarians and press, and this year she hoped to get it circulated further. It has proved to be a very useful factual document and reckoning for what is and is not being achieved. While it is clear that parliament may be in recess when the Report is published, the Briefing will be an invaluable document for interested press, ministers and interested MPs. 19th July Six firefighters killed in wildfire in uMngeni, KwaZulu-Natal – notified APPG members.
21st July Labour’s manifesto aims to build 1.5 million new homes, boost social housing, and reform planning. Immediate challenges must be addressed.
An ‘Inside Housing’’ webinar will discuss Labour’s 100-day plan, sector engagement with the new government, and the most impactful actions. It will also cover Labour’s promise to enhance housing associations and councils' capacities and what a long-term housing plan should include.
22nd July  Major house builder to reimburse £30m to Building Safety Fund after judicial review is dismissed
Redrow has had a judicial review dismissed after it challenged the lawfulness of a decision for the firm to reimburse money awarded through the Building Safety Fund.    
25th July Received from Mike Amesbury MP’s office a full list of the 412 Labour MP’s which  will make available for those who might wish to try and get their own MP onto the APPG.
Received a copy of the Fire Sector Federation’s Competency update which will be considered at the next FSF meeting on 1st August. 
26th July – list provided of the Conservative MP.s in the new Parliament:     https://conservativehome.com/2024/07/05/121-mps-will-make-up-the-new-parliamentary-conservative-party-but-some-big-names-missed-out/ 
Sent out agendas and papers for the 29th July Inaugural meeting of the APPG.  Travelled to London to hold the meeting and commence the new Group which was quorate. The following decisions were made: 
Officers: 

Chairman – Bob Blackman CBE MP
Vice Chair – Mary Glindon MP
Co Vice Chair – Baroness Brinton
Co Vice Chair – Lord Goddard

Members are the four officers plus:
Sir Desmond Swayne MP – Co Vice Chair
Lord John Hendy KC – Co Vice Chair
Andy Slaughter MP
Mary Foy MP
Baroness Grey-Thompson
Apsana Begum MP
Joe Powell MP
Ann Davies MP
Chris Webb MP
Jim Shannon MP
Lord Jim Knight
Rachael Maskell MP
Kim Leadbeater MP
Kim Johnson MP
Sir Geoffrey Clifton Brown MP
The Earl of Lytton.

With Sir Peter Bottomley (former MP) as Asst, Hon. Sec.
The following Advisers were also re-confirmed:
Ronnie King – former Chief Fire Officer
Brian Robinson – Former London Fire Commissioner
Tom Roche – FM Global Insurance and NFSN Exec.
Jane Duncan – RIBA – Chair Fire Expert Panel
Paul Bussey – RIBA – Fire Expert Panel
John Cole – RIBA – Fire Expert Panel
Mike Wood BA Hons OXON – Specialist in Fire Doors & Glazing.

Parliament rose for Summer Recess on 30th July but R King continued to remain active in meetings and media interviews in the run-up to the Grenfell Tower Report publication as well as preparing Briefing notes for APPG members circulated ahead of the Report’s publications.  R King also liaised with Kate Lamble of Grenfell podcast and BBC Newsnight, who also produced a 10 part series of the Public Inquiry for BBC Radio 4. Titled: “Building a Disaster”
29th July corresponded with Ahmed Peerbux of Rogan Productions regarding the one hour Documentary being filmed for Netflix, with a view to his likely participation.  30th July House rises for Summer Recess. Corresponded with Josh Hawkins re implementing the APPG website. 
R King exchanged emails with Martin Boyd Mike Wood and James Aulton – Home Office Fire Safety Directorate, ahead of meeting on DOORS.  
 
“As far as we can tell there appear to be three key issues impacting the market:
1) The guidance only refers to the proportional approach being taken in relation to the door itself. What the assessor appears to be doing is finding all other parts of the door furniture in need of replacement as the guidance has no comment on a proportionate approach. 
2) It did not matter of assessors are gold plating given nobody want to take responsibility for deciding things are good enough/proportionate -save perhaps for the social sector where we have some of the poorest systems
3) Matters have become time critical as door checks are now all meant to be in place. 
The reason we use Martin Boyd’s site as a guinea pig is that we know all doors are fire doors, all hinges were the relevant types as were the closers as were intumescent strips etc. There seems some doubt the gaps would all have been 4mm but I suspect that would also be the case on any new site. Because of the construction date of 2000-2002/3 there were no CE marks on the hinges and the door closer is now replaced by a newer model so does not have a current certification but did for the time of construction etc.
Note on Doors from Mike Wood APPG adviser:
‘Morning James
BS 8214 expected for public consultation in August.
I was on the committee drawing up the new revision BS 8214. It is a major revision. We finished the draft at the end of June.  The draft is now going through BSI editing to prepare for public consultation. 
The whole standard is big on relevant and applicable support evidence to the door being used.
Not sure we have gone into enough detail on closers.  I’m just starting to pick up in more detail on that.
On door closers They are required to be CE classified, ref EU, to EN 1154, which is a classification product standard. Basic classification. Not specifically a safety standard.
Fire door designers and manufacturers, however, need to comply with UK building regulation guidance.  Does not apply to hardware providers.  AD M (including BS 8300) and AD B safety requirements both apply.  And the closer used on the door needs to be part of the whole door design, including the type of door and the full door set (ref latches, hinges, locks etc). The EN testing is carried out on a standard loading test, not a real door design - no door seals, at a weight that will be different from an installed door, using a mix of other hardware not included in the closer classification test. Questionable how that applies to different doors.  Usually needs input from a closer technical specialist.  Surprisingly, closers are quite complex, with especially a bewildering choice of options.  Choice often on style, cost, appearance.    Selecting the right closer not necessarily straight forward Mike - Mike Wood BA(Hons).”
AUGUST 2024
1st August Hon. Sec attended the Fire Sector Federation meeting to  update members with new APPG as determined at the Inaugural meeting held on 29th July 2024: 


The Group’s FOUR OFFICERS:  
                         Bob Blackman CBE MP  - Chair and Registered contact
                         Mary Glindon MP – Vice Chair
                          Baroness Brinton MP – Co Vice Chair
                          Lord Goddard – Co Vice Chair
Confirmation of the Group’s minimum TWENTY MEMBERS:
Bob Blackman CBE MP
Mary Glindon MP
Baroness Brinton
Lord Goddard
Sir Desmond Swayne MP – Co Vice Chair
Lord John Hendy KC – Co Vice Chair
Andy Slaughter MP
Mary Foy MP
Baroness Grey-Thompson
Apsana Begum MP
Joe Powell MP
Ann Davies MP
Chris Webb MP
Jim Shannon MP
Lord Jim Knight
Lord Naseby 
Rachael Maskell MP
Kim Leadbeater MP
Kim Johnson MP
Sir Geoffrey Clifton Brown MP
EARL of Lytton

The twenty members minimum was agreed as above, with further members currently being invited.
To appoint: the Group’s Hon. Secretary and Fire Adviser – Ronnie King
Nomination accepted and agreed.   
To appoint:  a new post of Hon. Assistant Secretary – Sir Peter Bottomley – nominated.
The nomination was unanimously welcomed, accepted and approved.

To re-appoint: The following Group Advisers:
                       Brian Robinson – Former London Fire Commissioner
                       Tom Roche – FM Global Insurance 
                       Jane Duncan – RIBA – Chair Fire Expert Panel
                       Paul Bussey – RIBA – Fire Expert Panel
                       John Cole – RIBA – Fire Expert Panel
                       Mike Wood BA Hons OXON – Specialist in Fire Doors &
                       Glazing.  --  All six Nominations unanimously approved.

To approve updated Finance statement for the Group from 1st January to 24th May 2024  when Parliament was prorogued.  

A financial statement had been prepared and presented covering the period from 1st January 2024 to 24th May 2024, and the Chair asked the Group to firstly approve the statement and secondly to accept that the balance be carried over to the newly constituted Group, along with any ongoing commitments/liabilities transferred.

This was approved unanimously and has been signed by APPG Chairman Bob Blackman MP 
To accept the “Due Diligence” Statement confirming no links to a Foreign Government – Approved
2nd August correspondence exchange with former MP Jim Fitzpatrick who is working with the FPA to seek to prepare a response to the Phase 2 Final Grenfell Report and also wishes to align with the APPG.
Hon. Sec. Further discussions with Ahmed Peerbux re his participation in the Netflix one hour documentary on Grenfell.
Reported a sprinkler  ‘save’ from Scotland to APPG Members.          5 August corresponded with John Stormont from Mike Amesbury MP’s Office re   the Meeting planned with Ministers to consider the Grenfell Tower final report.
Reported by Inside Housing: - 
One of the country’s largest house builders Tayllor Wimpey has increased its spending on fire safety by £88m to £333m
Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea replaces 98% of fire doors in high-risk buildings in progress update on Grenfell Inquiry’s Phase One report.
6th August – APPG corresponded with Josh Hawkins re a URL Number for the APPG website. 7th August APPG corresponded with Martin Boyd – Leasehold Reform re choosing the correct Ministers for the APPG Joint meeting.  
8TH August The government revealed some policy changes after announcing that it would scrap former prime minister Rishi Sunak’s plan to favour UK nationals when allocating social housing.
It was also reported that Minister Matthew Pennycook is considering tougher rules around evicting private tenants for the forthcoming Renters’ Rights Bill.
On fire safety, Southwark Council has informed the residents of an estate earmarked for demolition that they will have to move out due to safety issues.
The concern comes as one fire safety expert is calling for more cross-agency working to identify trends and common themes in prevention of future deaths reports issued after fire-related fatalities in homes.
With the UK experiencing the worst riots for many years, the Housing Diversity Network issued advice to support tenants and communities.
9th to 16th August Hon. Sec. received requests and participated in media interviews ahead of the Grenfell Tower Report publication – Tom Symonds BBC news, Here is the link to your interview with Karl Mercer. Please let me know if you have any questions. Joe Skikorski – BBC London- - Rhoda Buchanan –Newsnight. 
Hon. Sec. made numerous attempts to secure a Minister to coincide with the Joint APPG to discuss the Grenfell Tower Public Inquiry Report in order to book a Room ahead of Parliament going into Conference Recess: Matthew Pennycook – Rushanara Ali – Dame Diana Johnson.  Didn’t get a response so left a message on the constituency office of Matthew Pennycook and eventually received the following reply:     
From: PENNYCOOK, Matthew <matthew.pennycook.mp@parliament.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 5:03 PM:-
“Further to your voicemail, I checked with Mr Pennycook’s Private Office who have confirmed that your correspondence has been received and that a response will be forthcoming as soon as possible once that office and the Private Office of Rushanara Ali MP have discussed the invitation”.
“I will state now that, as well as being the appropriate minister to attend, I expect that Ms Ali would be the only minister to attend if at all as the Renters Right Bill is expected to be tabled when Parliament returns from Summer Recess and will enter Bill Committee shortly upon that; Mr Pennycook will be leading the Committee on behalf of the government and so it will dominate his time.    Kind regards
Erik Cummins
Head of Office

Hon Sec. proceeded to book a Room in Westminster in early September for fear of not being able to acquire one and Parliament called for a Commons Debate on the same day 11th Sept, and the APPG was left without any decision whether a Minister would attend or not.  Many members found they were down to speak in the Commons which took precedence leaving a minimum of  Peers and MP’s to discuss the Grenfell Tower Public Inquiry Phase 2 Report at the Group’s APPG meeting which included the  MD and chairman of FPA and Executive Officer and Chair of FSF.  
11th Sept. Hon. Sec.Received a request from Katherine O’Riordan asking if he could source a list of all English Leasehold flats. One doesn’t appear to currently exist.  
Fire service reminds building owners of their obligations under Building Safety Act 2022 after care operator fined £124,000
UK support to Ukraine: factsheet
Page summary:  This factsheet summarises how the UK is supporting Ukraine following the Russian invasion.
Change made:  First published.  Time updated: 11:57am, 21 August 2024
Mary Creagh MP is the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Dept. for Environment, and was once Chair of the Environmental Audit Committee., which, in 2019 set out its needs in terms of reviewing the issues it sought necessary before continuing the use of chemical flame retardants in Furniture and furnishings.
This remains an issue and the APPG will be following this up with the new Minister for Business  Trade.
25th August the APPG will shortly be re-visiting the issue of BB100 Guidance on new Schools and the requirement for automatic fire sprinkler protection in all new schools built. It is also considering the timing of the outstanding updated letter to the Secretary of State with multiple signatures.
26th August Fire engulfs a block of flats in Dagenham throughout the night, which was still in the process of having combustible cladding removed. The building has a number of fire safety issues known to London Fire Brigade. A full simultaneous evacuation of the building was immediately carried out and a significant search and rescue operation took place.  
LFB Commissioner Andy Roe said:
“I am pleased to confirm that everyone has been accounted for. More than 80 people were evacuated with firefighters leading residents out to safety and carrying out 20 rescues. This included using fire escape hoods, which can provide 15 minutes of clean, filtered air in smoke-filled environments, helping individuals stay safe until they can be rescued or reach safety.  Four people were treated on scene by London Ambulance Service crews, with two taken to hospital for smoke inhalation.   [image: PHOTO DAGENHAM FLATS FIRE]

A second fire in a tower block occurs in Blackwall also in London, whilst the Dagenham Flats fire is still being fought by fire crews. This involves a balcony fire and the fire entered the sprinklered flat, where it was ‘stopped’. 






SEPTEMBER 2024
1st September – Hon. Sec undertook several TV and Radio interviews ahead of the Grenfell Tower:-
Phase 2 Final Report.  e.g. I'm getting in touch from BBC Breakfast TV. 
I'm wondering if you might be available to speak with us on BBC Breakfast at 8.30am tomorrow, ahead of the release of the Grenfell fire report.
Annie Owen Journalist | BBC Breakfast & BBC News at One.  Hi Ronnie,
Thanks for your time today, good to get your thoughts on the report.
Here’s the Zoom link for tomorrow’s interview at 11am:
https://bbc.zoom.us/j/97149371517  Meeting ID: 971 4937 1517;  
Please join the meeting at 10:50am so the BBC tech team can check your connection and audio/visuals.
The presenter is Annita McVeigh who will be at a location near Grenfell tower.   Any questions, please shout.
Grace Harbage  Senior Journalist BBC News Channel
Also undertaken interviews for BBC Wales News. London News and asked to spear on Newsnight, but fatigue set-in  2nd September Attended Westminster Parliament on first day back after Summer Recess to chase up meetings Ministers and follow up on new members.
Building Safety Regulator investigating fire in Dagenham - 
The Building Safety Regulator has publicly commented for the first time since the fire at the Spectrum Building in Dagenham on Monday 2nd September. House returns after Summer Recess.  Statement made by Rushanara Ali  Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Building Safety and Homelessness Labour Bethnal Green and Stepney Commons – Statement Today, I can update Parliament on fire safety and evacuation proposals; on the recognition of CE (‘Conformité Européenne’) marking for construction products; and on updates to the statutory guidance to the building regulations to remove references to outdated National Classes fire testing standards and make provision for sprinklers in new care homes.
Fire safety and evacuation -  The Home Office will bring forward proposals in the Autumn to improve the fire safety and evacuation of disabled/vulnerable residents in high-rise and higher-risk residential buildings in England in response to the Grenfell Tower Inquiry’s Phase 1 recommendations that relate to Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans, or PEEPs. These proposals will be called ‘Residential PEEPs’.
Through them, residents with disabilities and impairments will be entitled to a person-centred risk assessment to identify appropriate equipment and adjustments to aid their fire safety / evacuation, as well as a ‘Residential PEEPs statement’ that records what vulnerable residents should do in the event of a fire. The Government has committed funding next year to begin this important work by supporting social housing providers to deliver Residential PEEPs for their renters. Future years’ funding will be confirmed at the upcoming Spending Review.
The Government has made progress on delivering recommendation 33.22[d] of the Grenfell Tower Inquiry’s Phase 1 report, on Evacuation Alert Systems (‘sounders’) for new builds, through amendment to statutory guidance to the building regulations in relation to high-rise residential building design (requiring sounders to be fitted in new buildings over 18 metres in height).
The APPG will consider further the second part of the recommendation, relating to existing buildings, in light of further evidence or recommendations in the Phase 2 report. This will, like the work on fire safety improvements nationally, be part of the important task of reducing the likelihood and impact of future fires.
CE marking  - Construction products are a pivotal part of the housing and infrastructure supply chain and make up 13% of the United Kingdom’s (UK) entire manufacturing base by turnover. Ensuring continuing supply of products is critical to delivering house building targets and wider infrastructure ambitions. These products must be safe. Evidence to the Grenfell Tower Inquiry revealed the scale of concern about construction products – products which are vital to all our buildings and infrastructure – and the system that oversees them remains inadequate.
A subset of construction products fall within scope of the current construction products regulations. These existing regulations set out rules for placing construction products on the market, providing a common technical language to assess the performance of products. Products within scope of these regulations must undergo an assessment of conformity with the relevant standard or technical assessment. Such products must also be affixed with a UKCA (UK Conformity Assessed) or a CE (Conformité Européenne) mark. Current Government guidance sets out that recognition of CE marking will end in June 2025.
“I can announce today that the Government will extend the period of recognition of CE marking for construction products. The CE mark will continue to be available when placing construction products on the market across the UK.
We have listened to the findings from the Independent Review of the Construction Products Testing Regime. This was clear that there is currently insufficient testing and certification capacity in the UK alone to provide the volume of conformity assessment that would be required were CE recognition to end. We are also clear that ending recognition of CE marking without reforming the domestic regime would create trade barriers and negatively affect the supply of products that meet recognised standards.
I am also determined to address the inadequacies across the wider                                           construction products regime. Residents and communities need to be confident that their homes will be safe and well-built now and in the future. To ensure this, the Government will want to take into account any recommendations from the forthcoming Grenfell Inquiry report to inform proposals for reform. Therefore, I am making this extension, and the longer-term future of CE/UKCA marking, conditional on this Government committing to system wide reform of the construction products regulatory regime.
The Government recognises the role of UK Conformity Assessment Bodies in ensuring compliance of goods on the market. As part of the reforms the Government will work with UK Conformity Assessment Bodies, the UK Accreditation Service, and the wider industry to strengthen the conformity assessment market.
Lastly, I recognise the need for industry to have sufficient certainty to support supply chains. I can confirm that any subsequent changes to the recognition of CE marking would be subject to a minimum 2-year transitional period.

National Classes and Sprinklers in care homes

‘I am also announcing, today, publication of two updates to the statutory guidance that accompanies Building Regulations. First, we are introducing a provision for sprinklers to be installed in new care homes; and second, we are completing the withdrawal of the outdated National Classes fire testing standards, ending a long period of dual specification in favour of the more robust European standard. This implements the recommendation, made in the Hackitt Report, for a clearer, transparent and effective testing regime. Alongside guidance for second staircases in tall residential buildings that are more than 18m in height, which was published on 29 March 2024, these measures conclude the new policy responses to the Sprinklers in care homes, removal of national classes, and staircases in residential buildings consultation, which ran from 23 December 2022 to 17 March 2023.  -  Withdrawing the National Classes fire testing standards from ‘Approved Document B’ will end the dual classification system that has operated since the early 2000s in favour of the more rigorous, internationally recognised European standard (BS EN 13501). The current testing standard tests for both reaction to fire and fire resistance. I am aware that there are a small number of manufacturers who have only ever tested to National Class standards who will need time to re-test their products. We are providing industry with a transition period of five years for fire resistance and 6 months for reaction to fire. This is a generous yet critical approach and has been put in place to facilitate a smooth transition to the European standard that is not disruptive to supply chains’.
‘A compassionate society protects its most vulnerable. Today, I am also publishing an update to ‘Approved Document B’ that makes provision for sprinklers in all new care homes. Sprinklers enhance fire protection where residents may be reliant on others for help and assistance, especially if a building evacuation is needed. Many care home providers already include sprinklers in new designs. For those that do not yet provide for sprinklers, again, I recognise that businesses and investors seek certainty. So, care homeowners and developers will benefit from a six-month transition period until the guidance comes into effect and will then have a further six months to enable work on current development projects that are underway, or about to start, to continue.’
3rd September Hon. Sec was involved in filming for a one hour Netflix production,  which covered everything from prescriptive Fire Safety Regulations to a Self Compliance model, in the mid 1980’s where the London Building Acts were swept away by  a ‘self regulation’ system, where Approved Document B Guidance was one of the ways of “Deemed to satisfy” provisions of compliance with the Building Regulations      Under the former London Building Acts, the District Surveyor would never have allowed the materials on the external walls at the Lakanal House refurbishment, being a class “O” surface spread of flame category which had NO fire resistance.  The Netflix programme will be released in the near future, and will bring all this to the fore..
Lakanal House in Camberwell was the final warning of an error having been made.  And the APPG under the late Sir David Amess MP’s chairmanship, tried relentlessly to bring forward some urgent changes to the process ahead of a planned three year Review, but was refused.  Letters refer to this issue and the Group had predicted such a fire as Grenfell, unless the priorities were dealt with immediately ahead of the Department’s three year Review.  The Hon. Sec’s 34,000 word statement to the Grenfell Tower Public Inquiry fully explains the issues, and was used extensively by Lead Counsel Richard Millett KC when interviewing Department Ministers and officials.    Barrister Justin Beer KC, representing the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities apologised on behalf of the Department, for not listening properly to what the Group were saying!!    
The late Sir David Amess is on record as saying publicly:  “If Government had listened to us (the APPG) Grenfell would not have occurred.”
It is over seven years since the Grenfell Tower Fire Tragedy which seems an inordinate length of time, to have 1,300 High Rise Blocks of flats in London still awaiting remediation, according to the London Fire Commissioner: 
“The Report is likely to point out the failures on numerous counts.
People knowingly and corruptly got supposedly safety products past a test by cheating!!
The system and the Regulations were such that corrupt companies were allowed to do that.
Cheating and falsification allowed companies to have their hazardous products used on high rise buildings knowing of the risk – in order to marginally profit, when bidding for contracts. Arconic and Kingspan have had to admit Government Officials and advisers used “Red Tape challenge” to justify their Department’s prioritisation, which Ministers in some cases denied.
I believe that the Grenfell Report will clearly identify culpability leaving the Police and lawyers to take appropriate actions”.
4th September Grenfell Tower Phase 2 Report released and extensive media involvement for APPG. 
Among the Report’s 58 recommendations, the report suggested:
A new regulator for construction.  It should oversee construction products, making sure they comply with legal requirements and industry standards and certification, and also building control.
Manufacturers should also be required to provide a full testing history of their products.
A new Secretary of State for Fire Safety  The report recommends that the government bring responsibility for fire safety under one department under one secretary of state.
Currently fire safety falls under several departments.
The report also recommends the secretary of state also appoints a ‘chief construction adviser’ to provide advice on matters affecting the construction industry.
Official fire safety guidance be reviewed and revised 
It suggests the official fire safety guidance known as Approved Document B is reviewed and revised.  ADB is separate to the Building Regulations – the Legal Requirements – but is guidance on how to meet the regulations.
This will likely be a big job in itself and could take several years.
Review the definition of “Higher Risk Building in law.
Inquiry Chair, Sir Martin Moore-Bick said until now, the definition of a “higher risk” Building in the Building Safety Act focussed on the building’s height, rather than the presence of vulnerable people.  This should be reviewed he said.
A College of Fire and Rescue
Finding major issues with standards in the fire service, the Inquiry recommends setting up a College of Fire and Rescue.
The College would give practical training, lectures, research and setting national standards.
Consider whether firefighters should use own initiative
The report says the National Fire Chiefs Council should consider whether, and if so, in what circumstances, firefighters should be discouraged from departing from their instructions on their own initiative.
Training should be given on how to respond to a situation of that kind.
5th September In the absence of receiving any further responses from the PS’s to Minister Johnson (Home Office) and Minister Rushanara Ali (Housing), Hon.Sec. proceeded to book a room for a Joint APPG for 11th September for members and officers to give consideration to the Public Inquiry Phase 2 Final Report. 
Hon. Sec. subsequently received the following email: “Hi Ronnie,- Apologies for the late reply on this, but as you can imagine with the fast pace of business over the last couple of weeks, we haven’t been able to come back with a secure response.
Unfortunately, the Minister now has numerous duties in parliament next week, including three debates between Mon-Wed, so we will regrettably have to postpone this session.-  I hope you understand.  Thanks,   Jess”  -  The meeting would subsequently go ahead without a Minister. 6th Sept  Hon. Sec. attended the funeral of a former Fire Authority member from Mid & West Wales.   Hon. Sec. was notified of a fire which occurred in downtown Mumbai. The fire has all the classic signs of the ACM fires we have seen before. This time it was on a corner detail on a 14 storey office block. No injuries reported as the fire happened early Mumbai time. The building was sprinkler protected and reports indicate that they were in service. 9th September. 11th September R King travelled to Westminster and Proceeded to hold the APPG meeting in the Grimond Room, Portcullis House despite no Ministers attending, and also the House of Commons had scheduled a clashing business debate at the same time, effectively ruling out many MP’s who had wanted to speak in the chamber.  The APPG went ahead with Mary Glindon MP in the Chair, and Baroness Brinton, Sir Peter Bottomley and one or two others.  Joe Powell MP and Ann Davies MP also attended the meeting slightly later.  Contributions were received from FPA MD – Dr Gavin Dunn, and FPA Chair David Williams, FSF Executive Officer Steve McGuirk, and Chair John Spencer;  BAFSA Chief Exec. Alasdair Perry, RIBA Expert Fire Panel Jane Duncan., and APPG Advisers Tom Roche, Mike Wood BA {OXON},  and Phoebe Macdonald, plus others, including John Stormont representing APPG Leasehold Chair Mike Amesbury. Harriett Shoosmith representing Bob Blackman MP, Billy Beckett representing Joe Powell MP until arrival, Sam Silver LFB Public Affairs, Tillie Muir FBU;   12th Sept. House rose for Party Conferences. Hon. Sec. Received correspondence from Julia Cushion, from the charity “mySociety”. She was getting in touch to request some information re the Fire Safety and Rescue APPG, as I am listed on the group’s page as the public enquiry point.

Parliament’s Guide to the Rules on APPGs sets out the information that can be requested of All Party Parliamentary Groups. As part of our WhoFundsThem project, we are asking all APPGs for the information that is required to be made available on request. Upon completion of the project, we will publish all of this data for free, online, for anyone to make use of.
She forwarded an Excel template with all of the information that they are requesting “ you can make a copy of this google sheet. We hope this template makes it as easy as possible for you to return the required information to us.
As we await the next register, we would really appreciate your feedback on your experience of using this template, to see if we can improve it before we send it to groups who appear on the next register. You will only have to complete this template once - you will not be asked to complete it again when we send it to the newly-registered groups”.  Hon. Sec. responded fully without following the format being proposed, and this was acceptable. 13th Sept.  Hon. Sec. Received Dr Gavin Dunn’s notes from his contribution to the APPG meeting on 11 Sept..  14th Sept Received Steve McGuirk’s notes from his contribution to the APPG meeting on 11th Sept.  15th Sept.  PS to Minister Diana Johnson MP emailed to seek dates for a Joint APPG meeting with the Home Office Minister.  I suggested that the PS might initially suggest dates which the APPG will select from. 16th Sept.  Hon. Sec. discussed PEEPS with Martin Boyd and agreed a provisional meeting with the two Baroness’s with disabilities on the APPG (Baroness Brinton and Baroness Grey Thompson) Meeting to be held on 11 Oct.
Hon. Sec.Supplied names and encouraged Labour Party Members attending the Labour Party Conference in Liverpool to visit the FPA stand between 22 Sept and 25th Sept.  Quite a number attended and visited the stand.  Those who were not going to Liverpool told Hon. Sec. Beforehand..  27th Sept.  Hon. Sec. Spoke to Tom Roche to agree a suggested APPG strategy for new Schools; taking account of an ‘Optical Economics’ independent report commissioned by the sector.  
29th Sept Hon. Sec. Corresponded with Conservative APPG  members at Party Conference on various issues outstanding.


OCTOBER 2024

1st October Alan Brinson EFSN announces that on the 8th October there will be a short online kick-off webinar at 14:00 UK time (15:00 CET) which will mark the start of a series of international activities towards official recognition of the World Fire Prevention Day by the United Nations beginning next year. All were  welcome to this 30-minute meeting. 4th October Deputy prime minister and housing secretary Angela Rayner scrapped a review of the London Plan ordered by the last government with the hope of starting a “new partnership approach” on housebuilding’  Welsh government completes work on 16% of properties in the Building Safety Programme. 7th October Hon. Sec. attended Westminster Parliament on first day after return from Party Conferences.  Met with APPG MEMBERS and staff.  5th October – Exchanges of correspondence between, Hon. Sec., Mike Wood and Martin Boyd reference the Grenfell Tower Final Report – Martin Boyd’s email states:  ‘Ronnie and Mike  - 
As the impact of the Grenfell report filters down there seems to be a huge danger that everyone now spends several years designing new systems that in many cases will do what the existing systems should always have been doing.
There are already a large number of talking shops underway with lots of officials with no particular technical knowledge and even less awareness of the lived experience
Perhaps the most useful thing in the report is the recommendation to sit almost everything under one Minister. That would stop the Home Offices current approach saying that changing guidance is difficult because they have to engage with a range of stakeholders in different departments
The idea that we somehow need to change the training of architects and building inspectors annoys me given their professional qualifications were always meant to make them highly competent on safety matters. The fact there is no formal definition of a fire engineer is entirely down to the fact the system actively discouraged this in the past. 
I would welcome your thoughts on the recommendation starting 113.51
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66d818059084b18b95709f86/CCS0923434692-004_GTI_Phase_2_Volume_7_BOOKMARKED.pdf;   
In my ignorance I do not understand how this is not already being done via: 
https://www.fireservicecollege.ac.uk/ 
 
Or indeed at the NFCC management level via this sort of knowledge base:
https://nfcc.org.uk/our-services/national-operational-guidance/    
With my LEASE hat on we met with the BSI the other day with three of their team including Anthony Burd who is now Head of the Built Environment. You will of course remember Mr Burd from his evidence at the enquiry from his time at the Department. The BSI are busily working away on a range of new standards, many of which, I say in my technical ignorance, should have worked more effectively in the past. The BSI accepts that one of the issues they struggle with is the input of those who understand how these buildings work in practice for those who live in them. 
Martin Boyd  Chair of Trustees  Leasehold Knowledge Partnership 
C/O The Open Data Institute.’ 
6th October – Helena Dollimore MP asked to join the APPG {Fire Safety  Rescue} – confirmed.
7th October Joseph Lester – Home Office emailed: ‘I Just wanted to remind everyone that the deadline for commenting on the BS8674 Code of Practice for fire risk assessors is Thursday 15th Oct 2024.
7th October – Mike Wood submitted his thoughts on Fire Doors during a meeting with James Ailton - Home Office Fire Safety Unit.and Martin Boyd Leaseholder Group.as follows:-:
{‘I think we have actually reached the crisis point for fire doors.  Not only from your perspective.
It does seem to be something of a confused muddle.  There are major technical considerations for fire doors and the way the specifier market works for fire doors that are not being  properly considered (if at all) when they should be.
You may be aware of the announcement made by the MHCLG Minister for fire safety on 2 Sept that national performances will no longer be valid for AD B guidance in 5 years.
The way markets work that in effect means NOW. Markets are easily spooked.  The effect is immediate.  I can confirm that manufacturers are already being faced by changes in specifications that they have no way to respond to.
There are many millions of fire doors successfully in use for fire doors, which are very well backed by BS 486 part 22 test evidence which can have no doubts over their performance.  BS 476 fire resistance testing is very effective, of good performance, which has served the UK very well indeed.  It is well trusted.
Except now a shadow has been (unintentionally, perhaps) cast over those doors.  Many millions. The UK industry provides somewhere around 5 to 6 million doors per year ….. Many millions are out there being used in all sorts of public and private buildings.  No technical question has ever been raised over the BS 476 f-r test. There has been no technical analysis to raise any doubts.  Would be nice to listen to the industry.
Remediation claims to come?
There is no way for the level of fire  safety in practice by using the EN fire resistance test to be quantified for doors in use in buildings. The answer to better assurance of fire safety in buildings, in use, does not rest simply by switching the test to EN.  
It’s a question of the whole approach.  The way founded on BS, including third party product and process certification, is recognised as being superior to the CE/CPR way which is less rigorous.
But: Damaging and losing the top quality end of the UK’s specialist and bespoke fire door manufacturing industry, for all sorts of doors of architectural merit, will - certainly - work against fire safety in buildings.
That’s the crisis we face nationally, now.
Sorry. I’m not exaggerating. Both safety and design flexibility will go down together.  We are now in a race to the bottom, minimum standards and just ordinary average and less than average doors}.”
7th October Notice from Joseph Lester {Home Office} that the deadline for commenting on the BS8674 Code of Practice for fire risk assessors is 15th October.. 7th October Hon. Sec. attended Westminster Parliament on first day back after Party Conferences.  Met with MP’s Peers and Staff.  8th October LFB Fire Commissioner Andy Roe’s invitation to APPG members to attend a discussion re LFB’s response to the Grenfell Final Report was postponed by the Fire Commissioner. [To be rescheduled]
9th October -The October CO Research Trust Lecture online.  Hon. Sec. attended Houses of Parliament – Terrace Pavilion to participate in a Reception to commemorate the achievements of Sir Peter Bottomley former MP and Father of the House – in relation to Leasehold Reforms.  Notified that NAADUK next meeting will be Thursday 10th October at Belimo, Shepperton Business Park, 10, Govett Ave, Shepperton TW17 8BA.
9th Oct – IFE invites members to Participate in ITS new EEDI initiative {Equocity, Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion}
10th Oct – Anniversary of Luton Airport Car Park fire - Alberto Martin, Chief Executive Officer of LLA commented  “We continue to work closely with Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue Service and all agencies in relation to this incident. We are grateful for their response to the incident, and for the understanding shown by our passengers and business partners. Construction on a new car park is underway, which includes plans for a fire suppressant system.”
London Fire Brigade reports  incidents in London during September when automatic fire sprinkler activations had an impact on the spread of fire.
Hon. Sec. Notified by Mark Weston that the Construction Industry Council meeting in Westminster for 21 October had been cancelled.  APPG Adviser Tom Roche informed. 
11th October - Angela Rayner, deputy prime minister and secretary of state for housing, said she was determined to ban Section 21 ‘no-fault’ evictions “as soon as possible”, as MPs debated the Renters’ Rights Bill in parliament.
18th October Hon. Sec. corresponded with Baroness Grey Thompson re her stay at a Woking Travelodge where staff wouldn’t allow her to fill in a PEEPS Form and subsequently locked her out.   I wrote to customer Services and the matter was dealt with.  23 October Hon. Sec. CIRCULATED LFB invite to APPG members for its Christmas Carol Services – Replies received with take up.   Correspondence received from Chief Fire Officer Notts Fire  Rescue Service RE a sprinkler save in student accommodation.– connections made to MP’s in Notts with FIRE background. 24th October  Hon. Sec. discussed an introduction for Lord Goddard for the Fire Conference – Panel Discussion, which Lord Goddard gave and it was well received.  27th October -  ‘RE: Reeves pledges £1.4bn for 'crumbling' classrooms - BBC News’  - Hon. Sec. Exchanged correspondence with Helen Newton NFCC on schools.  She replied as follows: Thanks Ronnie – much appreciated.  -  We’re also not clear at this stage if the money is new or protecting existing funding but I see this as an opportunity to welcome the Government’s focus on the safety of school buildings and use that as a lever to establish a new relationship on BB100.
All best for now,     Helen Newton Head of Communications & Public Affairs  Communications  CEO's Office UK National Fire Chiefs Council – need to follow up. 28th October - Out for Public Comment - BS EN 14972-2 Fixed firefighting systems - Water mist systems. Part 2: Test protocol for shopping areas for automatic nozzle systems 
Out for Public Comment - BS EN 14972-2 Fixed firefighting systems - Water mist systems. Part 2: Test protocol for shopping areas for automatic nozzle systems     Scope:
‘This document specifies the evaluation of the fire performance of water mist systems for shopping areas, adjacent storage areas, and similar areas. This document is only applicable for horizontal, solid, flat ceilings with heights of 2,6 m and above.’
28th October -  ‘Inside Housing’  reports: 
‘London landlord forced to sell off social homes in PM’s constituency due to ‘unjust’ building safety funding
Government has promised changes to how building safety work is funded after landlord sells off social homes to cover remediation costs.’
‘Building safety regime assumptions have ‘not survived first contact with reality’, BSR admits.’
‘Cost of servicing debt exceeded net earnings last year, RSH report says:   “New building safety minister appointed.’
‘Building Safety Regulator investigating concerns over house builder’s fire safety plan.’  
‘Your Housing Group still feeling effects of ‘catastrophic’ 2019 fire as it reports £13.4m loss.’
‘MHCLG: fire safety will be excluded from any deregulatory drive.;
‘Just four leaseholders asked to sign NDAs in Lewisham Homes’ history.’  A notice was received from Simon Gibbins – FSF:  {Welsh Government Consultation re - Electric vehicle charging in residential and non-residential buildings}.
Hon. Sec. notified APPG members and colleagues that Alex Norris, MP for Nottingham North and Kimberley, was handed the Building Safety  Ministerial responsibilities – which include the Government’s response to the Grenfell Tower fire – after bereaved family members and survivors of the disaster complained about Minister Ms Rushanara Ali’s attendance at an event sponsored by one of the firms heavily criticised by the inquiry for its involvement in the fire.

[bookmark: _Hlk211113228]NOVEMBER 2025 
Hon. Sec. Received a copy of an email from Chief Fire Officer Craig Parkin of Nottingham Fire  Rescue Service sent to Ali Perry Chief Exec. BAFSA as follows: 
“Good morning Alasdair,
 Thank you for the inclusion in your email and to add my own support for the much wider application of sprinkler systems in the built environment, more and more we see the impact of significant loss to fire, when such interventions can greatly reduce the impact that is often felt much longer by communities, for example the need for rehousing residents or the education of our children when schools are affected.
Here at Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service and wider National Fire Chiefs Council we will continue to advocate for such an approach.
Regards 
Craig Parkin (He/Him)
Chief Fire Officer
Nottinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service.
following a sprinkler save”.  The Chief Fire Officer has previous and current links with the Building Safety Minister Alex Norris MP, who is a Nottinghamshire Member of Parliament..
4th November Hon. Sec attended Fire Sector Federation Consultation Forum meeting. Online.
5th November USA General Election for President.
6th Nov. New Conservative leader Kemi Badenoch has appointed a new shadow housing secretary.- Kevin Hollinrake MP 
6th Nov 2024 Hon. Sec. attended PMQ’s Houses of Parliament -  Also Constitutional Law – ‘That the draft Scotland Act 1998 (Specification of Devolved Tax) (Building Safety) Order 2024’ -, which was laid before this House on 10 September, be approved.—(Christian Wakeford.) - Question agreed to.
Motion made, and Question put forthwith (Standing Order No. 118(6),
Hon. Sec.Received a copy of Alan Brinson’s monthly Report from the EFSN. – Circulated.
7th Nov. -  “Ministers propose ‘at least’ five-year rent settlement as consultation unveiled.”
“Right to Buy discount cut will keep 25,000 homes in the sector, MHCLG says. Bafsa 50TH Anniversary Dinner Manchester – APPG Hon. Sec. unable to attend due to clashing with some pre-arranged medical tests.
8th Nov Hon. Sec Notified that RIBA president elect is named - Chris Williamson.
Notified by the Institution of Fire Engineers that it is to give more people the chance to contribute, they’ve extended the deadline for its Equity, Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion survey to 16 November 2024.
Inside Housing announced that the week started with a sobering reminder of the remediation challenge facing the sector. The spending watchdog called on the government to set milestones for cladding remediation as it revealed that works will not be complete until at least the year 2035 and will cost £16.6bn. .
Received information from The National Audit Office which believes that milestones are needed to ensure the 2035 estimated end target can be met, and pointed out where there are still gaps in data collection, pace and transparency, and funding. 
Corresponded with Lord Hendy KC in support of his response to a Mr J Fisher who had asked Lord Hendy for his support with a letter he had written to Sir Martin Moore-Bick KC, in relation to concern by the choice of a former Chief Executive of Sheffield City Council, given his involvement with misinformation regarding Hanover, the tower block where he lives. The Council claimed Hanover did not have Grenfell cladding despite the Chief Executive being sent Government tests showing that it did and he also gave a presentation at July 2017 full Council meeting which was seriously incorrect. Lord Hendy would likely be compromised by his previous involvement with the Public Inquiry by representing a client..
9th Nov. The spending watchdog called on the government to set milestones for cladding remediation as it revealed that works will not be complete until at least 2035 and will cost £16.6bn.
The National Audit Office believes the milestones are needed to ensure the 2035 estimated end target can be met, and pointed out where there are still gaps in data collection, pace and transparency, and funding.
Following this report, Inside Housing revealed that Camden Council had successfully defended an improvement notice it made against a building owner to tackle unsafe cladding. At the same time, plans have been submitted to redevelop the site of a tower block owned by Clarion that was evacuated due to safety concerns. These concerns were not cladding related, however, and were instead due to the large panel system (LPS) style of construction – where large slabs of prefabricated concrete are bolted together. This system became notorious following the Ronan Point disaster, an east London tower block which partially collapsed in the 1960s. The first evidence session into the issue of children living in temporary accommodation heard how landlords are switching their homes to this tenure because they can earn higher rents.
MPs on the cross-party Housing, Communities and Local Government Committee were told that of the more than 150,000 children currently living in temporary accommodation in England, over 60% of households with children have been in it for two years or more.
The inquiry continues as one London council revealed it will no longer store people’s belongings while they are in temporary accommodation, unless in “exceptional” circumstances.
11th Nov. Hon. Sec. received information from Sebastian O’Kelly Leasehold Knowledge Partnership that Leaseholders in Ilfracombe can claim legal costs against wideboy freeholders over £2.6m wrongly demanded service charges, says Court of Appeal.  12th Nov.  Hon. Sec. Notified of the death of former CFO Peter Reid of Staffordshire FRS. 13th Nov Hon. Sec. Notified by Lord Speaker that several members of the House of Commons have had their mobile devices stolen from them while in the vicinity of Parliament in recent days.
There is no suggestion that parliamentarians have been targeted specifically, but they will want to be aware that according to Metropolitan Police statistics, Westminster sees the highest number of personal theft incidents in London, with over 31,000 incidents recorded in Westminster over the last 12 months
13th Nov – Hon. Sec. received Seminar notification  - The Next Generation of Fire Protection: Smarter, Safer, Connected”.   Circulated APPG
Hon. Sec. Notified by Simon Gibbins . Collaborative Reporting for Safer Structures UK (CROSS-UK) - Safety Alert: Smoke vents rendered inoperable by building work.   Collaborative Reporting for Safer Structures UK (CROSS-UK) have recently issued a safety alert concerning smoke vents rendered inoperable by building work. For details of the safety alert please visit the CROSS-UK website - https://www.cross-safety.org/uk/safety-information/cross-safety-alert/smoke-vents-rendered-inoperable-building-work;   
18th Nov.  Hon. Sec. discussion with Tom Roche re Head of Part B from the BSR. Charles Elie-Romeyer. He was asking whether he would be allowed to join the APPG meeting to give an update on their work.  It was agreed subject to not compromising a Ministerial meeting at the same time. 
19 Nov.  APPG Notified of Shared control room solution for improved response.
Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue Service (FRS), Shropshire FRS, Cleveland Fire Brigade, and County Durham and Darlington FRS have collaborated to implement a new shared Fire Control Room Solution (CRS) – Hon. Sec. advised APPG.
21st Nov.  Hon. Sec. received a copy of Lord Goddard’s contribution to the recent Annual Fire Conference held in London,  which was also attended and contributed to by Tom Roche.  Should anyone wish to see a copy – Hon. Sec. will attempt to FILE TRANSFER,
22nd NOV  Hon. Sec. watched the Grenfell Debate in the Lords where Baroness Brinton spoke as follows: ‘’My Lords, I declare my interests as a vice- chair of the All-Party Group on Fire Safety and Rescue and as a vice-president of the LGA. It is a pleasure to follow the noble Lord, Lord Stevenson, who laid out many of the Hackitt reform proposals that are so essential’’.
‘’I start by paying tribute to the victims and survivors, many of whom had complained about the lack of safety in their building for many years, and the wider community around Grenfell. They still face many problems every day. I am pleased that the fire services have recognised their own failures but, as the Minister said in his opening speech, that is just the start of the failures of so many bodies, public and private. At the heart of this inquiry report is the evidence of the poor treatment of people, especially those already marginalised in our society. Sir Martin said it was a “marked lack of respect for human decency and dignity … many of those immediately affected feeling abandoned by authority and utterly helpless”.
‘’This could also be written about the other inquiry reports, such as Windrush and infected blood. All of us, whether Ministers, politicians, officials, staff or members of the public, must constantly challenge our own thinking and behaviour to make sure that we change. The tenant management organisation failed badly. Never again should social housing tenants be regarded as not worthy of safe housing, or treated as Grenfell tenants were treated. Never again should the vulnerable, especially the elderly and disabled, be regarded as not worthy of safety systems to get people out of burning buildings. It seems extraordinary that in the 21st century, and after 40 years of serious fires, we have to fight for the changes needed to ensure that buildings are safe, mainly but not only from fire’’.
‘’Sir Martin Moore-Bick’s final report of the Grenfell Tower Inquiry is blunt that building safety has failed for decades in central government, local government and the construction industry. He says that every death single was avoidable. Can the Minister confirm that, as with the Infected Blood Inquiry report, the Government will review these recommendations at pace? Specific criticism about the deregulation of safety legislation is important. The failures of the construction sector, whether regulators, manufacturing companies, builders, maintenance or management agencies, are also shocking. The 2018 Dame Judith Hackitt report’s 50 reforms for the sector were accepted by Sir Martin Moore-Bick and the last Government in 2019. Key was the golden thread of safety, running through the sector from manufacturing construction to regulation and training. After the Hackitt report was published, the last Government accepted that they should implement it urgently, but it appears that only more consultation happened. The steering group on competencies for building a safer future, a sub-group of the CIC Built Environment Professions Together, has noted that:
“The Hackitt review suggests that a year should be required for completing this work, with updates every quarter. On 5 October 2020, the Competence Steering Group released its final report, Setting the Bar, which includes recommendations designed to produce a new competence regime for construction safety. In December 2018, The late Minister, James Brokenshire launched Building a safer future: an ‘’implementation plan”.
‘’On 2 April 2020, in response to the Building a Safer Future consultation, the new Housing Secretary, Robert Jenrick MP announced steps to introduce mandatory sprinkler systems and consistent wayfinding signage in all new high-rise blocks of flats over 11 metres tall.
However, it went out to consultation and we still wait for government action. Can the Minister say when there will be an update in Parliament on the implementation of the Hackitt recommendations and the publications of the very urgent guidance’’?
‘’The Fire Safety and Rescue APPG has repeatedly written to Fire Ministers about fire safety in flats over the last two decades. We had real frustration in getting Ministers to answer its questions, whether in person or in writing, including after each of the many serious flat fires and coroners’ reports that predate the Grenfell Tower fire, including Lakanal House. Most Fire Ministers over the last 20 years did not engage, not least because fires of this type were a multi-departmental issue. Speaking as a disabled person, I say that one of the areas that most worried me was that 40% of the disabled residents in Grenfell Tower died. There has been much debate in your Lordships’ House, during the passage of the then Building Safety Bill and other legislation, about how important personal emergency evacuation plans are. The excellent fire safety briefing by Triple A Solutions for Equitable makes a clear distinction between the appropriateness of the provision of PEEPs versus person-centred fire assessments. It also explains, in the subsequent pages, why it is so necessary’’.
‘’The Local Government Association wrote to Dame Diana Johnson, the current Fire Minister, saying:
“As you will know the report of the second phase of the Grenfell Inquiry is expected to be published this Autumn. It is disappointing that your new Department will still not have implemented the recommendations of the first phase inquiry in relation to personal emergency evacuation plans (PEEPs) by this point, despite two years having elapsed since the closure of the second consultation on emergency evacuation. We are concerned that this failure may be at odds with the Home Office’s obligations under the Equalities Act and would welcome an opportunity to share our views with you in more detail”.
‘’Dame Diana’s response concerned the recent announcement of the department’s plans to bring forward proposals and its recommendations. She said:
“More information on the detail of the proposals will be shared when we are able, including a formal response to the EEIS+ consultation, and we will engage with the LGA along with other partners in taking these forward - That is still very slow, with no firm date in sight’’.
‘’I want to mention the duty of candour and the machinery of government. One of the most shocking threads through this report is that there has been no sense of responsibility and a lack of curiosity inside Toggle showing location of Column 451various government departments, by both civil servants and Ministers. That is why we have long supported the duty of candour and are pleased that the Government have committed in their manifesto to introduce it. When will legislation for duty of candour arrive? In the meantime, what changes have been made so that civil servants and public agencies always ensure that Ministers are told uncomfortable truths’’?
‘’Changing the law alone is not enough. We know from when the duty of candour was introduced into the NHS that cultural change is also vital. Therefore, can the Minister outline the Government’s plans for culture change inside government? The Moore-Bick report also says that the machinery of government and its agencies failed the victims, principally through the interdepartmental working. Fragmentation and lack of curiosity resulted in action, delay and obfuscation, which cost lives. Ironically—or perhaps not ironically—this is also a criticism of the Infected Blood Inquiry report, the Hillsborough report and the Post Office Horizon reports. What steps are the Government taking to ensure that everyone across government knows which department is leading and how the current culture can be changed to ensure that no more tragedies like Grenfell can happen again? It is vital that the police and the CPS move at pace to review the report and investigate those individuals and organisations who Sir Martin said deliberately breached the law. Given the pressures on the police and the CPS, will the Government provide extra resources for this? Justice further delayed is justice denied.
Finally, how will the Government report back to Parliament on the progress of the recommendations? I ask this in light of the Dagenham fire in August. A resident of that block has been in touch, saying:-
“The cladding on Spectrum Building had been mostly remediated. The cladding on the fifth and sixth floors had been replaced and held up quite well against the fire—the timber frame of the fifth and sixth floors is where the fire continued to spread … But the site clearly wasn’t safe. There was confusion over the alarms. Mandatory documents don’t seem to exist. And, most importantly, after the devastation, no one talks to residents. We have been treated terribly by the private companies who profit from the development. The local authority have done an excellent job in stepping in and helping us”.
‘’I started by noting that we have a record of 40 years of fatalities. Eight years after Grenfell, there is still an urgent need for everyone involved—government, public services, the private construction sector, housing management agents, freeholders—to really dedicate themselves to making sure that Grenfell can never happen again’’.  
Lord Porter of Spalding a former member of the APPG also made an excellent submission which is available via Hansard {Lords} for 22nd Nov.  
23rd Nov. the Building Safety Bill in Wales will be introduced before the government’s summer recess in 2025, and a revised British fire safety standard is set to be published next week.30 November.
23 Nov Hon. Sec. Notified of fire in Nottinghamshire Student Kitchen Accommodation Activation, which is the second in a short space of time.  APPG - advised.
27th Nov House of Commons Debate - The issue of toxic lithium battery fires, with an e-bike or e-scooter fire occurring once every two days in London in 2023. As the Minister said in a Westminster Hall debate before the election, they are often the result of unregulated e-scooters, bought from retailers abroad, that fail to meet UK safety standards. On that point, I strongly welcome the Government’s commitment to introduce the Product Regulation and Metrology Bill to address this fire risk.
25th Nov.  London Fire Brigade update on sprinkler saves  Reported to APPG.  25th Nov -  Companies named in Grenfell Inquiry report warned they will lose government contracts according to a Minister.
Hon. Sec. received a report that BSI is to publish new fire safety standard for residential buildings; And Building Safety Bill to be introduced in Wales before summer recess 2025.
27th Nov Hon. Sec. corresponded with former MP Jim Fitzpatrick re contact with Minister Alex Norris MP.   
27th Nov. European Fire Safety Week 2024, Fire Safe Europe organised the webinar “Fire safety: how to protect our European cultural heritage?” bringing together experts and stakeholders to address the critical issue of safeguarding cultural heritage sites from fire hazards. {link available for anyone wanting to view it} 
Hon. Sec. Received a message from Adviser Tom Roche:
‘A refreshing change. Perhaps an opportunity with the message of protecting future education:
https://www.cambridge-news.co.uk/news/local-news/councillors-refuse-cut-sprinklers-new-30460870.amp;           
Very helpful. [NOTIFED APPG MEMBERS}
A second helpful message from Tom Roche RE  – 
‘Another item to keep in mind – note the call from the MP’

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwy93wg27kjo;   
‘Battery Waste Fires}   {also reminded APPG members}:

DECEMBER 2024
1st Dec -  Hon. Sec. received an email from Martin Boyd Leaseholder APPG – ‘’As the impact of the Grenfell report filters down there seems to be a huge danger that everyone now spends several years designing new systems that in many cases will do what the existing systems should always have been doing.
There are already a large number of talking shops underway with lots of officials with no particular technical knowledge and even less awareness of the lived experience.
Perhaps the most useful thing in the Grenfell report is the recommendation to sit almost everything under one Minister. That would stop the Home Office’s current approach saying that changing guidance is difficult because they have to engage with a range of stakeholders in different departments.
The idea that we somehow need to change the training of architects and building inspectors annoys me given their professional qualifications were always meant to make them highly competent on safety matters. The fact there is no formal definition of a fire engineer is entirely down to the fact the system actively discouraged this in the past.’’
1st Dec –  Hon. Sec.received a few paragraphs of wording from Mike Wood - APPG Adviser relating to Fire Doors, which was shared with Home Office Officials by Hon. Sec. and Martin Boyd – Leaseholder Group. As follows: ‘’‘I think we have actually reached the crisis point for fire doors.  Not only from your perspective.
It does seem to be something of a confused muddle.  There are major technical considerations for fire doors and the way the specifier market works for fire doors that are not being  properly considered (if at all) when they should be.
You may be aware of the announcement made by the MHCLG Minister for fire safety on 2 Sept that national performances will no longer be valid for AD B guidance in 5 years.
The way markets work that in effect means NOW. Markets are easily spooked.  The effect is immediate.  I can confirm that manufacturers are already being faced by changes in specifications that they have no way to respond to.
There are many millions of fire doors successfully in use for fire doors, which are very well backed by BS 486 part 22 test evidence which can have no doubts over their performance.  BS 476 fire resistance testing is very effective, of good performance, which has served the UK very well indeed.  It is well trusted.
Except now a shadow has been (unintentionally, perhaps) cast over those doors.  Many millions. The UK industry provides somewhere around 5 to 6 million doors per year ….. Many millions are out there being used in all sorts of public and private buildings.  No technical question has ever been raised over the BS 476 f-r test. There has been no technical analysis to raise any doubts.  Would be nice to listen to the industry”.
{Remediation claims to come}?
“There is no way for the level of fire  safety in practice by using the EN fire resistance test to be quantified for doors in use in buildings. The answer to better assurance of fire safety in buildings, in use, does not rest simply by switching the test to EN.  
It’s a question of the whole approach.  The way founded on BS, including third party product and process certification, is recognised as being superior to the CE/CPR way which is less rigorous.
But: Damaging and losing the top quality end of the UK’s specialist and bespoke fire door manufacturing industry, for all sorts of doors of architectural merit, will - certainly - work against fire safety in buildings.
That’s the crisis we face nationally, now.
Sorry. I’m not exaggerating. Both safety and design flexibility will go down together.  We are now in a race to the bottom, minimum standards and just ordinary average an I d less than average doors.’’.
2nd December Hon. Sec. received a report from Leasehold Knowledge Partnership which said: “Government’s leasehold reform announcement was low key, but this is why we think it will deliver:  *The consensus of the Westminster Legal Policy Forum today appeared to be that the leasehold reforms will likely go through as scheduled by housing minister Matthew Pennycook, but the introduction of commonhold is more questionable …
The reform agenda follows the Law Commission reports, written by a team headed by Professor Nick Hopkins, who addressed the conference.
It was chaired by LibDem Baroness Thornhill, spokesperson on housing in the Lords, and the event was attended by assorted stakeholders in the sector from the National Leasehold Campaign (NLC) to the Residential Freeholders Association, including estate agents, conveyancing lawyers, leasehold property managers, lenders and the leaders of Common hold Now campaign, who have direct experience of strata common hold title in Australia.’’
2ND December – Hon. Sec. attended General Debate Commons: 2.30pm Firstly Questions to Sec. of State for Housing, Communities  Local Govt.
3.15pm Topical Questions to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government.  Followed by Grenfell Tower Debate until 10pm.  The Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner announced a number of actions related to the Grenfell Tower Report.
2nd Dec –  Hon. Sec. received a copy of an email from BAFSA Chief Exec to John McDonnell MP re a sprinkler save in his constituency which occurred  in a block of purpose-built maisonettes when a chip pan that had caught fire, the fire was extinguished by the activation of a single sprinkler head.  I await a further communication.
(Summary of Debates Hon. Sec. watched in House of Lords mainly online.  Available separately).
3rd Dec.  Hon. Sec. received a copy of Alan Brinson’s November EFSN report.
4 December The government has announced £740m of funding to increase the number of places for pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (Send) in mainstream schools in England.
The money, part of the £6.7bn of education spending announced in the Budget, will be targeted towards adapting school buildings to make them more accessible.
5th December Social landlords warned to fix buildings ‘faster’ as MHCLG promises extra remediation funding
The government has promised housing associations and councils extra funding to fix unsafe blocks, but warned that regulatory action will be stepped up against those that “fail to get on with the job”
5th Dec – Hon. Sec. Received this from Tom Roche:. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwyx7gxmgyno   Advised APPG ‘’You have probably already been made aware of it. Given how things have moved on other buildings it is surprising that this appeared out of the blue after the fire in August. Hon. Sec. tried to look to see if there is anything lodged on the planning applications at the council but have not been able to get onto the website. I am sure the members will be aware of this but it will raise interesting questions on tenant engagement’’.
6th Dec. Note from ’’Inside Housing’’ – ‘’ The week started with deputy prime minister and housing secretary Angela Rayner setting a 2029 deadline for high-rise cladding fixes and promised a long-term social housing remediation strategy in spring 2025’’.
‘’Under current rules, social landlords are only eligible for building safety funds if costs would otherwise be passed on to leaseholders or they threaten the landlord’s financial viability.
In the meantime, Ms Rayner’s Remediation Acceleration Plan will focus on three objectives: fixing high-risk buildings with clear deadlines and penalties; identifying all buildings with unsafe cladding; and protecting residents from the financial burdens of remediation’’.
‘’This was followed by Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer MP delivering a speech on Thursday listing six milestones for his government. He said a “strong foundation” of economic stability and security measures enabled Labour to look ahead’’.
‘’The second milestone was a reiteration of the government’s commitment to deliver 1.5 million homes by the end of this parliament’’
9th Dec.  Hon. Sec. received the following from APPG Adviser Tom Roche:
‘’ These items came into my feed over the weekend:
The first was in London. The school is some 7 years old. The fire incident details are not precise but it is obvious they had a incident that made its way to the external cladding at an upper level. https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/incidents/2024/december/school-fire-hackney/    
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/hackney-mossbourne-federation-school-fire-blaze-b1198670.html;  

The second was in Bristol. Again, still awaiting details. https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c89x7pp4ej0o;  
10 Dec: Simon Gibbins posted this message on Basecamp.
“Fire Risk Assessor Competency Industry Engagement Group (IEG)
I received confirmation that the next IEG meeting will not go ahead. The Home Office are still considering how they will manage future engagement and will be in touch in Spring 2025 with further information on that.  - View this on Basecamp {Fire Sector Federation}”.
11th Dec Hon. Sec. Received Childrens Burns Trust Newsletter:  “It is with astonishment that we come to the end of another busy year. 2024 has been incredible, with so much energy and engagement from our supporters, our community and those who rely upon us for vital support. We look forward with optimism to 2025, hopeful that our safety and prevention messages can reach an even wider audience and make a meaningful impact on the staggering number of children affected by burn injuries. We want to close out the year on a positive note, expressing our heartfelt gratitude for the generous support we’ve received and extending our warmest wishes for the festive season. Your support makes a life-changing difference, helping us sustain our work in awareness, rehabilitation and support. We are deeply grateful to all those who are able to donate and help spread our ‘BeBurnsAware’ message.’’
12th Dec Matthew Pennycook MP Minister of State for Housing led a debate in the Commons re  “Today I confirm to the House that we are delivering the change we promised by publishing an updated national planning policy framework, meeting our commitment to do so before the end of the year, and supporting our ambitious plan for change milestone of building 1.5 million new homes in this Parliament’’.
‘17th December A debate in the Commons about the development and issues surrounding Rail links into London impacting on Old Oak Common NEW STATION and HS2. Whilst this is not strictly Fire Safety, it will affect lives of all travelling into London and their ability to meet commitments. The House has considered the impact of Old Oak Common station on rail services to the West and Wales’. 
‘19th December – Hon. Sec. attended Debate in the House of Lords.  Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill:   ‘I absolutely recognise the risk to pedestrians from e-scooters and, for that matter, e-bikes and ordinary cycles on the footway. I can assure the right reverend Prelate that we will consider fully the needs of disabled, partially sighted and blind people in bringing forward the appropriate legislation. We want people to feel safe walking around our towns, cities and countryside; riding bikes too fast or riding e-scooters on the pavements is completely unsatisfactory for those people’.
‘I have with me a summary of the way in which 22 European countries have dealt with e-scooters. One of the most striking things is that there is no consistency across Europe or across the other countries surveyed about how to deal with this. One of the challenges of the legislation opportunity that we will take is to work out what is best for this country. There are all sorts of variations: minimum ages, whether you can ride them on pavements and whether you need mandatory helmets, and one or two countries have registration schemes—though that seems as hard for e-scooters as it might be for bicycles. We will have to work through what the best scheme is for this country in order to put forward the appropriate legislation’.

JANUARY 2025
Parliament returned on 6th January following Christmas Recess.
A new year school fire in Manchester which wasn’t afforded automatic fire sprinkler protection.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-manchester-67884088; 
Additionally there was a lithium-ion battery fire in an HMO in Gloucestershire, where automatic fire sprinklers operated and had an impact in saving fire spread.
APPG MEMBERS invited to view the fire safety facilities at Heathrow Airport at a date and time to suit availability.
7th January The APPG met with the Minister for Local Growth and Building Safety Alex Norris MP, and Home Office Minister of State Dame Diana Johnson DB MP along with their officials. Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP welcomed the Ministers along with APPG members, advisers and others.  The minutes from the meeting are appended below:

Present:
APPG Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP
APPG Vice Chair Mary Glindon MP
APPG Vice Chair and Officer Baroness Brinton
APPG Vice Chair and Officer Lord Goddard
Co Vice Chair – Lord John Hendy KC
Mary Foy MP
Baroness Grey-Thompson
Joe Powell MP
Sir Geoffrey Clifton Brown MP
Earl of Lytton
Kim Johnson MP
Ann Davies MP
Apsana Begum MP {represented by staff member}
Harriet Shoosmith – PS to Bob Blackman CBE MP
MHCLG Building Safety Minister Alex Norris MP
Home Office Minister of State Dame Diana Johnson DB MP
Government Officials:
Molly Delaney – Private Secretary to Minister Alex Norris
Others not identified?
APPG Adviser  Hon. Sec. Ronnie King OBE, F.I.F.E,
APPG Adviser Tom Roche
APPG Adviser Mike Wood BA {Hons} OXON, F.I.F.E,
FPA Chief Exec Dr Gavin Dunn BSc {Hons} MSc PhD FCABE, C.Build E
BAFSA Chief Executive Alasdair Perry 
Tillie Muir – Political Liaison FBU
Apologies
Co Vice Chair – Rt. Hon. Sir Desmond Swayne MP
Andy Slaughter MP
Chris Webb MP
Jim Shannon MP
Lord Jim Knight
Rachael Maskell MP
Anna Sabine MP
Helena Dollimore MP
Kim Leadbeater MP
Lord Naseby

An agenda had been agreed with Ministers ahead of the meeting, based on a selection of the 58 recommendations from the Grenfell Tower Phase 2 Final Report.
APPG Chairman Bob Blackman MP was keen to discuss these, including the single regulator, the general reform to fire safety standards and PEEPs in purpose built flats.
He raised the issue of buildings currently under construction still being put up with unsafe cladding within the last five/ten years, which included very tall buildings being built with only a single staircase.
Minister Norris confirmed that the Department was working at pace in response to the Grenfell report but constrained in what he can say right now. He commented on a huge body of work on the remediation front currently in train. He also referred to policy on new homes and making them safer as well as on construction products through to current product legislation derived from older EU based rules.
Minister Dame Diana Johnson MP: mentioned that PEEPS will be introduced by secondary legislation; to be risk based by reference to individuals but having discussions with College of Fire Safety and where things go following the Grenfell Inquiry recommendations; possible similar approach to College of Policing. 
APPG Chair: referred to the need for a decision on the Fire College at Moreton in Marsh and whether this becomes the solution to the Inquiry’s proposals.
Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP: The Fire College is in his constituency and he suggested it would be well placed as a solution, with minimum disruption especially given its close association with a number of private sector companies; no need to reinvent a new body.
He also asked the APPG to give a response to the Public Accounts Committee’s ‘’Call for Evidence” into the Remediation of dangerous cladding consultation.
Baroness Brinton: raised the question about the fundamental unsuitability of placing disabled people on the 17th Floor of a tower block and the impracticality of a PEEPS, a point reinforced by Baroness Grey-Thompson.  Baroness Brinton also made reference to legacy issues of defective building remediation and fire services capacity/skills.  She welcomed the Home Office’s Ministerial Advisory Group and highlighted Dame Judith Hackitt’s recommendations in her report for a Golden Thread, so MHCLG and Department of Education need to be involved.
Minister Dame Diana Johnson stressed that there has only been one meeting of the Advisory Group so far and Minister Norris will be attending the next one. She also raised the remaining question of whether there will be a MoG change to ensure this sits under one department.
The Minister also stressed the need to ensure that leaseholders are not paying so much for the remediation of buildings, as well as raising the issue of cancer risks to fire fighters post Grenfell and whether we have learned the lessons from 9/11 in the United States
Minister Norris: mentioned that at above a specified height double staircases are now mandated. On remediation, he said that Developer Contract was a good methodology  in principle but may require further work.
APPG Chairman: referred to product safety and manufacturers cheating the system; problem of possible workaround defences to use of new materials or known deficient ones.
Minister Norris:  said that the Department is currently undertaking a body of work  on this: problem of conflicts of commercial interest; mentioned perverse behaviours and means of addressing that; transparency of process; central collation and logging of test results/accreditation a policy aim; at very least, minimum basic properties and performance expected by government.
APPG Technical Adviser Mike Wood 
On the specific point of failure of fire doors, he explained that doors are tested to an approved glass unit, but in the case of Grenfell the specification was subsequently changed and the type of closer that was put on the door was too powerful so it was taken off, meaning there were no effective fire doors.
He went on to say: ‘’ The Inquiry is very critical of both ADB and of the construction industry in general because of their lack of knowledge and awareness. There is no easy place for the industry to go to for a coherent explanation.  If they had explanations then that would help their awareness and understanding’’.
He said:  ‘’I have a suggestion of a way to improve both, by firstly improving AD B.  - Paradoxically, AD B does not sufficiently well address buildings.  Surprising - as AD B is presented as one way to meet functional requirements of Building Regs.  Perhaps a controversial thing to say? 
‘’It deals with fire separation, detection, alarm, suppression, compartmentation and fire performance of materials, products, perhaps some elements. But not the whole building itself’’.
‘’Here’s what I mean …..  From the perspective of a product development technologist. --  ‘’What I always followed was what is called FMEA discipline. ‘Failure Mode and Effects Analysis.’
‘’How products fail in fire.  Their mode of deterioration and mechanisms that lead to failure.  To eliminate weaknesses.  And develop robust products that have a distinct and effective margin of safety.   I’ve known and used AD B many times, into my 4th decade now (!).  Always struck me it was often difficult to understand aspects of the guidance.  Why has that been decided’’?  
‘’Two things would be useful:
1. In places throughout the document insert explanation boxes - why certain guidance is considered important.
2.  A supplementary, separate but associated document.  Or annex.  Dealing specifically how buildings behave in fire and the main causes and possible mechanisms that apply concerning why buildings fail’’.
He said:  ‘’I’d be happy to help the ministry develop that idea.  On behalf of the APPG’’.
Minister Alex Norris  Made the point about the BSR keeping Approved Document B as a live document, He is keen that they are able to steer actors in the sector away from using the excuse of the complexity of the regulatory environment.   He mentioned his discussions with social housing providers and the issue of waiting lists of social housing in terms of disabled people being placed safely.
APPG Chairman Bob Blackman MP:
Raised the issue of reform to the product testing regime and the evidence in the inquiry report and Dame Judith Hackitt’s report that people were cheating the system
·  Need for testing of products as a system
Minister Norris:
Raised the option of creating a library style model for the testing regime.
And monitoring the effects on victims of fire events more generally; he mentioned Fire college work and training of Fire Inspectors; a debate on the extent of remediation generally is slowing down the inspection regime.  He referenced the role of local government at individual building level:- who do residents turn to ?
Minister Norris:  ‘’Developers still not getting it; greater clarity needed and capacity in the inspection regime and their ability to cover the ground weighed against quality of outcomes; advocates local remediation acceleration plans via Mayors. Confirmed Department has remarkably granular data with knowledge down to individual buildings in some cases. 
Minister Diana Johnson MP: posed the question whether Select Committees should take ownership of some of these areas. 
APPG Chairman : getting government to respond (in a timely manner?) an issue for committees who often issue reports and wait ages for responses. 
Baroness Grey-Thompson: ‘’on a personal note,, hotels clearly do not understand PEEPS at local level even if corporate policy appears sound.’’ 
Lord Goddard:  
“Lord Goddard asked about decision on the single regulator and the MoG
He said ‘’some quick wins possible – e.g banning ability to mark own homework’’.
Minister Norris: agreed with this. But admitted he couldn’t say that the government has yet decided on a single (cross departmental?) solution.
He had a further suggestion: residents themselves  should be encouraged to bring forward information on sub-11m ‘at risk’ buildings.
He also explained that all the recommendations are still under consideration and the PM intends to announce them in March. 
Ronnie King (Fire adviser and Honorary Administrative Secretary)
Made the suggestion for a public database for recommendations 
He expressed his frustration at the APPG not getting a place at the table in discussions on building safety in the past’
Minister Alex Norris assured that he wants to engage productively with the APPG.
Joe Powell MP:  said that he is monitoring the effects on victims of fire events more generally; He mentioned Fire college work and training of Fire Inspectors; a debate on the extent of remediation generally is slowing down inspection regime.  He referenced the role of local government at individual building level:- who do residents turn to? 
•	Reiterated Baroness Brinton’s point on cancer rates in Grenfell firefighters and the related concerns that victims have of a lack of monitoring of their health
•	Raised the issue of having enough fire inspectors and the extent of the remediation work that needs to happen
•	Asked about the role of local government and the question of who can residents go to with their concerns, and the remaining issue of PEEPs in Kensington and Chelsea
Minister Alex Norris MP
‘’Indicated the work that is being done on improving capacity of fire inspectors and referred to an Integrated care board meeting.
He explained the increased role that combined authorities are playing in tackling remediation, with Local Remediation Acceleration Plans
Pointed out that residents have also raised the issue of oversight of implementation of the recommendations.’’
Minister Dame Diana Johnson added the importance of the role of select committees. 
Earl of Lytton: raised a series of points including:
•	Need for great transparency about operational choices in new Fire Safety College Role;
•	Mentioned rationale behind change from stay put to simultaneous evacuation and making sure residents and managers understood this;
•	The Grenfell findings that suggest the issues are not just about fire safety alone but prevention of deterioration more generally which can have significant implications for building safety indirectly
•	The interface between Building Regs and PAS 9980 and potential for inadequacy of remediation because of the ‘proportional’ and ‘tolerable’ risk tests
APPG Adviser Tom Roche agreed with the key points raised by the Earl of Lytton and said ‘’Sorry to interrupt. I’m an adviser to the APPG from the Fire Sector Federation. Just to build on that point about something we spoke about earlier re clarity. One of the issues that has built over time is the lack of clarity in the guidance which leads to some of these situations. Clarity of outcome is very important and it’s something that was picked up in the Inquiry reports. It’s about language but also some of the technical issues within the guidance and I know people are working on some of these issues but it’s about speed.’’
BAFSA Chief Executive Alasdair Perry:
‘’Thank you – I’m chief executive of the British Automatic Sprinkler Association. I’ve been in the fire sector for 30 years and took this role because I believe in sprinklers and I’ve got a passion for safety in the built environment. I want to make a point first of all about the Grenfell report stage one and stage two. In particular phase one talks about sprinklers in the built environment being important but Sir Martin Moore Bick goes on to say: ‘’I cannot make recommendations at this stage about retrofitting existing buildings’’    and there’s nothing in phase two about sprinklers. So why is that? Sprinklers are a key component in buildings. I like to think about it like a football team: high-risk buildings are playing an important match, World Cup final, the Champions League final and sprinklers are the goalkeeper. When everything else fails, sprinklers save the day. I know and we all know that we need to have sprinklers in these high-risk buildings to protect the occupants but also in community buildings, in public buildings to protect investments for the public. I urged Minister Johnson to look at this whilst at the recent fire conference. She talked about the importance of Grenfell and how the recommendations from Grenfell will be a priority for this government. I am glad that these recommendations are going through but I have a major concern for the sprinkler industry and for the safety of the public, the safety of all kinds of buildings if sprinklers are not part of the recommendations. I just wanted to highlight that because my experience over 30 years is, and Tom Roche has mentioned it as well, that sprinklers are there when everything else fails…..’’
Minister Norris: noted all these points but did not offer conclusive comment, as time was now becoming constrained. 
There was a general understanding that it was important and beneficial to continue to hold regular meetings between the All-Party Group and Ministers, going forward.
The meeting closed at 2.15pm.
17th January APPG Hon. Sec. joined others in an online meeting overseas with the International Fire Sprinkler Association {IFSA} to outline the progress being made in the UK towards improving fire safety in numerous buildings such as high rise flats over 11 mtrs and in new Care premises.
22nd January Hon. Sec. received tragic news of the fire in a Turkish Hotel that has claimed the lives of 76 people and some 51 injured. There is much speculation and many posts flying around on this one. Just for clarity feedback locally is that the building did not have sprinklers. The images of what is left of the interior of the building would also support that feedback: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp82yk6x3eko

22nd January Hon. Sec. attended Parliament for a Lords Members open day in the Lords Robing Room following PMQ’S
22nd January:  Written evidence submitted by the All-Party Parliamentary Fire Safety and Rescue Group (APPG) to the Public Accounts Committee Call for Evidence on the Remediation of Dangerous Cladding
INTRODUCTION
The APPG {Fire Safety and Rescue} is pleased to respond to the Committee’s inquiry seeking views on the progress of the remediation of dangerous cladding. 
An APPG {Fire Safety and Rescue} has been in existence for over 25 years and was originally established by {former Minister} Jim Fitzpatrick MP, together with the late Sir David Amess MP, who was tragically murdered in October 2021.  Sir David was succeeded as APPG Chairman by Bob Blackman CB MP, who remains the Chairman following the Inaugural meeting of the current Group on 29th July 2024.. 
The Group’s aims are to meet and consider important fire safety and rescue issues with appropriate specialists in these fields, consulting wider with other related agencies to create a safer built environment; contributing to fire safety events both inside and outside parliament, whilst raising issues of concern to government through its minsters.
The response has been approved by the Chairman and Officers of the Group, and shared with the members. 
The Group’s Co Vice Chair {Lord John Hendy KC} previously represented the families of  the deceased at the 2013 Coroner’s fifty day Inquest into the Lakanal House Fire Tragedy in Camberwell which had occurred on 3rd July 2009, and which was also attended by the APPG’s Fire Adviser/Hon.Sec. Ronnie King.
Following this Inquest APPG Chair at the time, Sir David Amess MP wrote sixteen letters to Ministers on behalf of the APPG between 2013 and 2017, pleading for critical life safety actions arising from Lakanal House, to be brought forward ahead of the Department’s planned three year Review of Approved Document B, warning of a serious Fire Disaster; but was rejected.   Then Grenfell Tower Fire Tragedy occurred.     Sir David subsequently made it publicly known that the Grenfell Tower Fire Tragedy would not have occurred had the Ministers listened to and seriously considered the warnings and evidence from the Group.  Ironically Ministers’ planned three year Review of Approved Document B was not concluded, {nor even commenced} before the Grenfell Fire Tragedy occurred.
The APPG subsequently submitted a 34,000 word Statement to the Grenfell Public Inquiry along with circa 100 exhibits, in addition to separate four hour interviews with the Metropolitan Police and Counsel to the Public Inquiry. 
During the Public Inquiry Justin Beer KC,  Apologised to the APPG on behalf of the {then} Department for Levelling Up for its failures to listen or act on the Group’s warnings.   There are numerous references in Phase 2 of the Grenfell Tower Public Inquiry final report outlining the circumstances in which the Group had been treated.
{It is appropriate to note that the Lakanal House Fire tragedy occurred under a Labour Government, the Coroner’s Inquest during a Coalition Government and the Grenfell Tower fire tragedy under a Conservative Government} 

This response has been drafted by the APPG’s Advisers, Ronnie King, Tom Roche and Mike Wood, following consultation with the All-Party Leasehold/Common-hold Reform Group, the National Fire Chiefs Council, the Association of British Insurers, the Fire Sector Federation, the Fire Protection Association and APPG Members and Officers; taking account of issues arising from Phase 2 of the Report from the Grenfell Tower Public Inquiry; and the APPG’s January 7th 2025 meeting with Government Ministers Alex Norris MP and Dame Diana Johnson DBE MP; where a number of matters for clarification were discussed with Ministers:-
APPG Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP mentioned that more is needed on the clarity around cladding, where buildings have still been constructed with unsafe cladding within the last five years, and cases of very tall buildings {one of 44 storeys}  with only a single staircase.. He raised the matter of construction products where their suitability in recent construction projects remained an open question, noting situations where buildings completed post 2017 were not subject to remediation.   
As a previous member of the Select Committee on DHCLG he felt that there had been ‘drift’ and there was a need for action to “get it right”.
At the various stages, the concerns of the All-Party Group have returned to those who live with these issues and occupy such buildings. The timeframes from assessment to final remediation to take place are extensive and impacts their well-being. Coupled to this are the ongoing burdens they face financially because of issues arising from property valuation, insurance or lack of options for mortgages.
Overall, the work in this area has highlighted the complexity of the built environment and the structures within it covering ownership, leaseholder preparations through to construction contracts.  This complexity has been part of the delay to action with limited activity to “cut through” this complexity to make the path ahead clearer.
Fundamentally we face issues that arise in five areas:
1.	Agreement on risk – from the discussions within the All-Party Parliamentary Group and cases brought to its attention, delay arises from a lack of agreement on the level of remediation required. This stems from a lack of agreement on the risk and the residual risk following the completion of works. Although work has been undertaken to make the system proportionate it stumbles on this issue.
2.	Capacity – the cases highlighted have indicated challenges with capacity within the assessment, regulatory and construction sectors. This leads to constraints to define the scale of the issue at hand, the amount of remediation that can be undertaken and the pace at which it can proceed. This continues to hamper progress even when agreed or required by enforcement action.
3.	Minimising risk ahead of remediation – the group has heard many concerns over the ongoing cost to temporarily minimise risk, with such as “waking watch. What is not clear is whether further intermediate actions like retrofitting of alarms and indeed fire sprinklers would reap stronger benefits whilst remediation is agreed.
4.	Funding – the urgency of remediation once funding is agreed is not clear and expectations have {until recently} not been communicated. There appears to be no clear requirement with funding for work to be completed within an agreed timeframe and schedules lengthen. Similarly, the mechanism to compel action is unclear.
5.	Recovering costs – the Group was heartened to see work from the previous Government with constructors to agree to contracts on remediation and costs. However, it is unclear what is happening in respect of those who manufactured and marketed products that did not meet the Regulations and action from Government is unclear. This leaves many to conclude that the burden may still be borne by taxpayers.
A sixth issue can be added since the Metropolitan Police have confirmed that they do not expect to begin prosecutions until 2027 at the earliest. This could have a further and significant impact on the outcome.

The NAO matters raised for consideration and comment:-
Up to 60% of buildings with dangerous cladding have not yet been identified, and remediation for buildings within government’s portfolio is slow.
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG) modelling indicates an end date of 2035 for completing cladding remediation, but without published milestones, hundreds of thousands of residents have no idea when their building will be made safe.
While most leaseholders are now protected from remediation costs, residents continue to suffer significant emotional and financial distress.
With total estimated costs of £16.6bn and the Building Safety Levy yet to start, there are risks to keeping taxpayer contributions capped at £5.1bn.
Publishing a target date for the completion of dangerous cladding remediation works and providing greater transparency on remediation performance are two key recommendations arising from a new National Audit Office report.
The UK’s independent spending watchdog’s recommendations feature in its first report on the government’s remediation portfolio since five different programmes (see Notes for Editors) were brought together into a single portfolio in 2023. The NAO’s report follows the publication of the Grenfell Inquiry in September, which examined the root causes of the fire in June 2017 that resulted in the deaths of 72 people.
The NAO examines how well MHCLG is maximising the identification of unsafe buildings, driving progress with remediation works and managing taxpayers’ exposure to related costs.
The government has significantly changed the types of buildings within scope for its programmes, and its approach to remediation, as the scale and impact of the cladding problem has become clearer. It now has programmes to address dangerous cladding for all the estimated 9,000 to 12,000 buildings over 11 metres it considers need remediating.
There has been a substantial increase in remediation activity since the NAO’s 2020 Investigation into remediating dangerous cladding on high-rise buildings. So far, 4,771 buildings have been brought into the portfolio, but it is taking longer than expected to identify the remainder, and some may never be identified. With a potential 7,200 buildings or more (up to 60%) still to be identified, many people still do not know when their buildings will be made safe, contributing to resident’s suffering significant financial and emotional distress.
While building owners are responsible for fixing their buildings, engagement with government’s grant programmes is voluntary. As the NAO previously reported, incomplete building records, construction materials that differ from those on plans, and difficulties tracing owners can make identifying affected buildings extremely challenging.
Seven years after Grenfell, 98% of estimated high-rise buildings (over 18 metres) with dangerous cladding are in the portfolio. Mandatory registration of high-rise buildings under the Building Safety Act 2022 is helping to identify any that remain.
There is no mandatory registration for (more numerous) medium-rise buildings (11 to 18 metres), and the Department understands some building owners may be reluctant to engage for fear of uncovering problems out-of-scope for government funding, and others can lack the time and knowledge to navigate the process.
Of the 4,771 medium-rise buildings in the government’s portfolio – the equivalent of 258,000 homes – remediation work has yet to start on over half, is in progress for a fifth, with around one third complete. Of all 9,000-12,000 potentially in scope, work is complete for only 12-16%.
The report found, in total, it will cost an estimated £16.6 billion to fix unsafe cladding on all buildings over 11 metres in England. MHCLG expects to provide £9.1 billion of this, with the remainder funded by developers who have agreed to remediate buildings they developed, private owners or social housing providers.
To keep taxpayer contributions within a £5.1 billion cap over the long-term, MHCLG plans to recoup £700 million through refunds from developers for remediation works the taxpayer has already funded, and around £3.4 billion from a new Building Safety Levy. The Levy will be paid by developers on new developments, though MHCLG is yet to confirm payment mechanisms. It does not expect to introduce the levy until autumn 2025 at the earliest.
In 2023-24 there were potential losses of over £500,000 (paid to one applicant) through fraud, which has led to the Department reviewing its counter-fraud structures and developing plans to improve fraud management of the Building Safety Fund.
MHCLG acknowledges there may be overlaps between its remediation programmes and wider government priorities, from decarbonisation to building new homes, and the NAO report found MHCLG needs to do more to ensure that policies are not working at cross-purposes.
As MHCLG and other bodies investigate buildings at risk, they are gathering data about buildings on a national scale, which may support future government priorities, such as net zero ambitions.
“Seven years on from the Grenfell Tower fire, there has been progress, but considerable uncertainty remains regarding the number of buildings needing remediation, costs, timelines and recouping public spending. There is a long way to go before all affected buildings are made safe, and risks MHCLG must address if its approach is to succeed.
“Putting the onus on developers to pay and introducing a more proportionate approach to remediation should help to protect taxpayers’ money. Yet it has also created grounds for dispute, causing delays.
“To stick to its £5.1 billion cap in the long run, MHCLG needs to ensure that it can recoup funds through successful implementation of the proposed Building Safety Levy.”
Gareth Davies, head of the NAO

The National Audit Office Report:  ‘Dangerous Cladding’ – the government’s remediation portfolio – 4th November 2024 – KEY FINDINGS STATE:

‘’8. Summary Dangerous cladding: the government’s remediation portfolio Key findings The government’s remediation activity 6 The government has significantly changed the types of buildings within scope for its programmes, and its approach to remediation, as the scale and impact of the cladding problem has become clearer. MHCLG initially focused on identifying high-rise buildings with unsafe ACM cladding. From 2018, as concerns mounted about the pace of remediation, fire safety risks in other types of cladding, and the unaffordable bills that residents faced, MHCLG introduced financial support. By March 2021, it had made £5.1 billion available to support remediation of high-rise buildings with ACM and other types of unsafe cladding across the private and social sectors. In 2020, government advice began to stress the importance of assessing the fire safety risk of external wall systems on all buildings, irrespective of height. In 2021, MHCLG announced a long-term loan for leaseholders in affected medium-rise buildings to pay for remediation works, along with measures to make industry pay. In 2022, it decided not to progress with the loan, promised to protect leaseholders in buildings over 11 metres from remediation costs, and adopted a more proportionate approach towards its assessment of building safety. This approach called for greater use of lower cost mitigations such as sprinklers, which it said would be less disruptive for residents. In some cases, where risk is deemed low or ‘tolerable’, it could mean flammable cladding staying in place. These changes have tried to clarify who will pay but introduced more uncertainty over the number of buildings in scope for government programmes and how much remediation will cost (paragraphs 1.3 to 1.13, 1.16, 1.20, 1.22 and Fig 1}
This is something which the All-Party Group strongly supports, along with the National Fire Chiefs Council.
In fact there is an opportunity for Government to do more to increase the use of sprinklers in the built environment. Sprinklers save lives and reduce injuries. They have been used for over one hundred years and are consistently reliable, protect property, reduce the cost of repairs, and minimise the impact of fire on the environment. Sprinklers can also buy crucial additional time in firefighting operations which may mean that evacuations are not necessary in the first place. Analysis has demonstrated that they are 99% effective in extinguishing or controlling a fire and 94% reliable in their ability to operate across all building types.. 
A cost-benefit analysis produced following the Callow Mount retrofit project demonstrated clear benefits to installing sprinklers[2]. Since then, more recent estimates from industry partners suggest that the cost per flat of installing sprinklers has risen from £2,500 - £4,000 per flat depending on a range of factors. 
MHCLG’s best estimate of total remediation costs are £16.6bn (ranging from £12.6bn to £22.4bn) in 9,000 to 12,000 buildings[3]. The estimated costs of retrofitting sprinklers in these buildings is £1.5bn (midpoint estimate based on a range from £202.5m to £2.8bn).  
While these initial estimates made by NFCC require further scrutiny and peer review, this suggests that at just 9% of the estimated costs of cladding replacement, sprinklers may be a proportionate and effective way to help mitigate risks in buildings while further solutions are being developed to support the pace of remediation. This is not to suggest that sprinklers can fully mitigate the risks posed by some or all external wall systems, or that they will be appropriate in every building as this must be risk assessed on a case-by-case basis. However, NFCC is aware of a range of cases where cladding remediation alone has not been sufficient to mitigate other risks within buildings. 
With a high ability to mitigate a range of fire safety risks and in some cases the potential to obviate the need for simultaneous evacuation strategies and make it easier to develop and maintain personal emergency evacuation plans (PEEPs), these estimates demonstrate the value of further investigating greater use of sprinklers in the built environment. 
NFCC has called on the Government to make it a requirement to retrofit sprinklers in all existing residential buildings over 11 metres on a risk-assessed basis; which is also  supported by the APPG.  
Fire and Rescue Services {FRS’s} have played a key role to date in relation to efforts to assess the extent of risks in high rise blocks of flats and ensure action is taken to ensure the immediate safety of residents despite challenges related to FRS’s workforce limitations. However, these efforts have highlighted the scale of broader issues preventing duty holders from meeting their obligations to make buildings safe. 
These findings highlight that Government cannot simply enforce their way out of the building safety crisis, it will require leadership from Government to unlock the various issues in the system.
This submission has taken account of the urgent challenge of remediating unsafe residential buildings, highlighting key issues and actionable solutions.
The APPG has relied substantially on the National Fire Chiefs Council for data and facts; given the extensive involvement they have had throughout the Country since the Grenfell Tower Fire Tragedy.
"Government seems to recognise that the unsatisfactory outstanding issue concerning dangerous  combustible cladding replacement and remediation may well have potentially further ramifications for fire safety concerns, especially affecting residential buildings but also spreading to other occupancies as well, whilst the cladding issue remains outstanding. 
Other issues could quite easily arise the longer the cladding issues goes on festering, remaining unresolved. For example, there are concerns being expressed by leaseholders and responsible persons over unnecessary replacements of fire doors on the basis of unjustified advice from fire door inspectors, made without adequate explanations.
There are many millions of fire doors in use in buildings backed when installed by a BS 476 part 22 fire resistance national test that has not been technically questioned but which now has a shadow cast over the test by Ministerial statement that it is to be replaced by what has been termed a "more rigorous" EN fire resistance test (a description which the specialist bespoke fire door manufacturing industry does not automatically accept).
We advise that Government needs to recognise this risk, and accordingly needs to issue a statement that there is no reason to technically question the BS 476 part 22 fire resistance test for fire doors, following the decision to replace BS 476 part 22 by the EN test in national classifications, which was based on the intent to have a single coordinated standards system. Such an explanation is advisable in advance, before the issue on fire doors starts to grow more strongly, as feedback suggests. Concerns in this area could trigger another remediation question which would be very unwelcome."

Finally there are two paragraphs from the APPG {Leasehold/Common hold Reform} submission which the Group feels are worthy of drawing to the Public Accounts Committee‘s attention as follows BELOW:
2. The Government’s approach to building safety risk 
Comprehensive, clear and consistent risk assessments of all fire safety defects at buildings of all heights are an essential building block for an effective and efficient building safety remediation programme, but they remain elusive. 
The root causes of the current crisis include weak non-prescriptive Building Regulations and the muddle of “Class O” and outdated National Classes for fire testing standards (which have, finally, been withdrawn). From major fires at Knowsley Heights in 1991, to Garnock Court in 1999, or Lakanal House in 2009, politicians and civil servants chose to ignore the warning signs for decades. 
In January 2023, former Housing Secretary Michael Gove accepted that “faulty and ambiguous” government guidance allowed the cladding and building safety scandal to happen. The regulatory system was faulty and the Government “did not think hard enough, or police effectively enough, the whole system of building safety.” 
From 2017, the Government’s “Expert Panel” started publishing a series of Advice Notes, followed by a Consolidated Advice Note (CAN) in January 2020. This abruptly brought in a zero-risk approach, with a focus on replacement of combustible materials on buildings of all heights – but without supporting legislation, funding or processes. 
This immediately led to a deluge of life-changing remediation bills being sent to leaseholders, and ineffective and financially ruinous waking watch patrols18 being installed. An External Wall Survey (EWS1) form had been introduced in December 2019 to confirm to mortgage lenders whether work was required to external walls, and was intended only to be used for buildings above 18m – but the CAN led to the indiscriminate use of EWS1 at buildings of all heights and an almost total freeze in the market for flats, due to a loss of confidence and certainty about which buildings needed remediation and who would pay. The Government has been playing catch-up with funding and legislation ever since.
6. Conclusion 
“The government has repeatedly made what turn out to be pie-in-the-sky promises – and then failed to plan, resource, or deliver. The deadly legacy of a shoddy buildings regulation system has been devastating for the victims and survivors of Grenfell but is leaving a long tail of misery and uncertainty for those whose lives are in limbo. The Government must step up and show that it will put a stop to the bickering over who is responsible, who’s going to pay for the remediation – and just put this right.” 
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/371/progress-in-remediating-dangerous-cladding/news/118990/pac-condemns-badly-missed-target-to-

For leaseholders and residents, there has been little change since the NAO’s previous report and the former Committee Chair’s comments. We urgently need a refreshed joined-up approach across government and between government and all relevant Non-Departmental Public Bodies. 
A more simplified, comprehensive and centrally-driven and co-ordinated approach would mirror the proposals put forward by Labour when in opposition and provide certainty on the end-to-end remediation process. Certainty for leaseholders and residents, and certainty for developers, freeholders, contractors, insurers, lenders, and conveyancers. Adopting this approach may not be simple but it is the right thing to do, to keep the countless promises the current government made while in opposition, and ensure leaseholders and residents are truly at the heart of building safety. 
Cultural change may be slow but there must now be the impetus and political will to take control of this unrelenting crisis and focus on ensuring people know when their homes will be made safe. There are a range of benefits if the current approach is simplified – whether removing vast amounts of self-interest in the process; minimising costly agent fees so that client-side support is dedicated to where the needs are most urgent; and joining up regulatory and enforcement efforts so that they are streamlined, coordinated and driven centrally, with all parties working together. Whether that is Homes England and the Leasehold Advisory Service collaborating to provide bespoke and timely updates on people’s homes, or Homes England working with the Building Safety Regulator to focus remediation and ensure statutory building control approval timescales are met. 
We close by asking: 
What lessons senior officials have learned from their legislation and funding schemes over the years and what they would change if they could go back? 
What data the Government is collecting on mortgage lending, to validate the commitments made by the lenders two years ago that people would be able to remortgage and sell their homes? 
END OF APPG {FIRE SAFETY  RESCUE} SUBMISSION.
29th January APPG Hon. Sec. participated in a Fire Sector Federation online meeting.
31st January APPG Hon.Sec. met with Tom Roche in Swansea to discuss succession planning for the APPG Adviser and Hon. Sec. role.

FEBRUARY 2025 
APPG Hon. Sec. attended Parliament on 6th February where Angela Rayner, as Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, along with Matthew Pennycook, made a joint statement on the implementation of Awaab's Law. This law aims to force landlords to address dangerous living conditions, specifically focusing on damp and mould in social housing. 
Key points of the statement:
Introduction of Awaab's Law: The law will be implemented in phases, starting in October 2025.
Addressing damp and mould: From October 2025, social landlords will be required to address damp and mould hazards that pose a significant risk to tenants' health within specific timeframes.
Emergency repairs: Landlords will also have to address all emergency repairs within 24 hours, including those related to damp and mould.
It was also announced in the House of Commons that Essex has been accepted as one of the first wave of counties to enter the new Local Government Reorganisation process.
As part of that process, local elections will be cancelled, including the Essex County Council elections that were due to take place in May.
Early in January, Essex County Council wrote to the Government asking to be in the first wave of Local Government Reorganisation, having consulted with the existing Unitary authorities of Thurrock and Southend.
But there has been no proper consultation at many district councils facing abolition, including at Braintree.
The Independent & Green Group, the main opposition to the Conservatives at Braintree District Council, called for an Extraordinary meeting to discuss the proposals which has now been agreed by the Leader of BDC and is expected to be held in mid-March. 
The reorganisation process will likely lead to all councils in Essex being abolished, (but not parish councils) to be replaced with Unitary authorities.
It has been suggested that Braintree District could form a new Unitary with Colchester and Tendring, but more will be known by 21st March, the deadline for councils in Essex to submit proposals for reorganisation to the Government.
It is likely that the number of Unitary authorities in Essex would be between 2 and 5. The Government says it wants each of the new Unitary authorities to cover at least 500,000 residents.
Councils in Essex are being asked by the Government to consult on the proposals they draw up.
Cllr Jo Beavis, Leader of the I&G Group said
“The Government says that having a small number of Unitary authorities will result in better local services and value for money as well as bringing decision making closer to communities. But will it ?
The I&G Group shares the concerns of many councillor groups in Essex that the fine sounding words from the Labour Government and Conservative council leaders in Essex may not be what is actually delivered and there are many questions to be answered. We will keep residents informed over the coming weeks and months.” 
Cllr James Abbott, Deputy Leader of the I&G Group said
“To date here in Braintree District there has been no meaningful consultation with district councillors, parish councils or residents about what will be profound changes to the way local government is structured in Essex.
Part of the Government announcement confirmed that the Essex County Council elections, due to take place in May, will be cancelled. Cancelling elections is an anti-democratic move and if the Government argues that it makes sense as Essex County Council is due to be abolished, then it also needs to explain how it is reasonable to have the current county councillors sit without facing an election for up to 7 years.“
Deputy PM and Sec. of State for Housing, Communities and Local Govt. Angela Rayner also announced in the House of Commons that there would be a Council shake-up sees elections delayed in nine areas. County Council elections in May cancelled; process starts to abolish all councils in Essex (except parishes) to be replaced with large Unitary authorities
On 6th February Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner also announced in the House of Commons that Essex has been accepted as one of the first wave of counties to enter the new Local Government Reorganisation process.
As part of that process, local elections will be cancelled, including the Essex County Council elections that were due to take place in May.
Early in January, Essex County Council wrote to the Government asking to be in the first wave of Local Government Reorganisation, having consulted with the existing Unitary authorities of Thurrock and Southend.
But there has been no proper consultation at many district councils facing abolition, including at Braintree.
The Independent & Green Group, the main opposition to the Conservatives at Braintree District Council, called for an Extraordinary meeting to discuss the proposals which has now been agreed by the Leader of BDC and is expected to be held in mid-March. 
The reorganisation process will likely lead to all councils in Essex being abolished, (but not parish councils) to be replaced with Unitary authorities.
It has been suggested that Braintree District could form a new Unitary with Colchester and Tendring, but more will be known by 21st March, the deadline for councils in Essex to submit proposals for reorganisation to the Government.
It is likely that the number of Unitary authorities in Essex would be between 2 and 5. The Government says it wants each of the new Unitary authorities to cover at least 500,000 residents.
Councils in Essex are being asked by the Government to consult on the proposals they draw up.
6th February Hon. Sec. also attended PMQ’s
19th February Hon. Sec. received details of an automatic fire sprinkler actuation following a fire in a school in Swansea, not far from his home.  Corresponded with the local MP who is a Minister but not FIRE.  Wales of course provides funding for all new schools that use Grant Funding, to have sprinkler protection.   
19th February Hon. Sec. made arrangements for the next APPG meeting for 19th March to receive Electrical Safety First and the National Fire Chiefs Council, to discuss Lithium-ion batteries and Large Battery Industrial Storage Systems’
21st February Hon. Sec. received correspondence from Yurii Tyrkus [UKRAINE Embassy} to meet with himself and Lord Goddard.
22nd February Hon. Sec. received summary of fifteen Fire incidents during December/January where automatic fire sprinklers were installed, with no fire spread or significant damage had occurred. 
24th February Nottinghamshire Student Accommodation saved from a serious fire by an automatic fire sprinkler system, potentially saving lives.
26th February Hon.Sec, attended Westminster Parliament along with APPG Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP, Baroness Brinton and the Earl of Lytton, at the invitation of Dr Gavin Dunn, David WillIams {FPA} and Jim Pauley President of the International Fire Protection Association - to discuss Fire Safety issues. 

MARCH 2025
3rd March Hon. Sec. corresponded with General Valerii Zaluzhnyi, Ambassador of Ukraine to the United Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland; to meet with Lord Goddard. Lord Hendy KC and Hon.Sec. during early March. Government reported to investigate seven Grenfell suppliers named in the Inquiry Report as part of new powers brought in by the new Procurement Act 2023.  4th March Lords Speakers’ Forum – Houses of Parliament – clashed with other Fire Safety matters. 
5th March – Assembled Written Parliamentary Questions:  High Rise Flats: Fire Prevention Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government written question – answered on 5 March 2025:  Margaret Mullane MP Labour, Dagenham and Rainham: To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, whether her Department has made an assessment of the potential merits of requiring that both staircases in new residential buildings over 18 metres function as fire-fighting staircases.
Answer: Alex Norris MP Parliamentary Under-Secretary (Housing, Communities and Local Government)  “In the aftermath of the Grenfell Tower tragedy, the UK government took significant steps to enhance fire safety in new residential buildings including increased provisions of sprinkler systems, and the ban on combustible materials in external walls.
Following engagement with the sector including fire and rescue services, developers and designers, the government proposed to introduce new guidance making provisions for a second staircases in new residential buildings exceeding 18 metres in height. This new guidance takes effect on 30 September 2026. The current guidance, Approved Document B (Fire Safety), is already clear that residential buildings with a floor area of 900sqm should include a minimum of two firefighting stairs. For buildings below this threshold where a second stair is provided, the second staircases should be, as a minimum, a protected escape stair able to provide an effective means of egress for occupants”.
6th March -Viewed PQ’s Grenfell Tower: Fires
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government written question Mike Amesbury Independent, Runcorn and Helsby
To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what recent discussions she has had with survivors and families of victims of the Grenfell Tower fire on the future of the tower.
To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, when she last met with families and survivors of the Grenfell Tower fire; and whether she consulted those groups before making a decision on the future of the tower. Answer: Alex Norris Parliamentary Under-Secretary (Housing, Communities and Local Government)
“Learning the lessons from the Grenfell tragedy and ensuring lasting change are key priorities for the government. The Deputy Prime Minister and the Building Safety Minister have hugely valued hearing directly from bereaved families, survivors and residents in the immediate community and would like to thank them for this. The Deputy Prime Minister is responsible for Grenfell Tower and for making a decision about its future.
This is a deeply personal matter for the people affected and she is committed to keeping their voice at the heart of this process”.
“In November last year, the Deputy Prime Minister explained she would listen to the views of the community, and consider expert information, before making a decision on the future of the Tower in February. She offered bereaved and survivors the opportunity to meet in-person, or online, at different times and individually when families felt more comfortable with this. She has also spent time with representative groups, residents’ associations, schools and faith leaders. She is grateful to everyone who shared their view and especially to the bereaved and survivors”.
“Last December, the department published an update of information that would inform her decision to make it available to the community: The future of Grenfell Tower: advice that will inform a decision. Information about how she has taken it into account in her decision is here: Update on the future of Grenfell Tower -
Over the last week, the Deputy Prime Minister has met bereaved families and survivors, and residents in the immediate community, to explain her decision that Grenfell Tower will be carefully taken down. Her priority has been to ensure the community hear this first.
This government remains committed to responding to- the needs of the community and will ensure bereaved families, survivors and residents continue to have opportunities to speak with the Deputy Prime Minister and the Building Safety Minister on issues that matter to them most.”
7th March Housing Minister Matthew Pennycook set out his plans and timetable for Leasehold Reform in a statement that explained how shred ownership homes will work with commonhold. It was referred to as the ‘beginning of the end’ for the feudal Leasehold System.
7th March – Hon. Sec. referred from APPG Fire Safety Vice Chair Mary Glindon MP - a request for guidance from a consultant who asked: “I am undertaking a piece of policy research into building safety requirements and wanted to see if you might be able to share some thoughts on the policy landscape, especially since the introduction of the Building Safety Act and how the sector is responding. I work for GK Strategy, a policy and political communications consultancy that supports businesses looking to invest in the UK. The research we are currently undertaking is designed to provide additional insight into the likely direction of travel for policymaking in this area, and how regulation is likely to evolve over time.” I consulted with Tom Roche who assisted by setting the scene:
“Discussion items from APPG
1.Vulnerable people – it is clear that policy is working towards the response and details to cater for the needs of vulnerable people. This is both in construction of new and the management of existing buildings. Looking ahead to consider the potential building features that are needed to assist people or to give them more time to achieve a place of safety. From a physical perspective that may be the introduction of additional layers of safety like automatic fire suppression, to evacuation lift arrangements, and onto considering refuge arrangements in buildings. From a management perspective policy will have sharpen up around management processes and the forms of PEEPs that are under discussion.
2. Clear, up to date guidance – one thing that has been a key theme of the APPG is to pursue guidance that is clear and keeping pace with change. It is no surprise that Government announced the ongoing review of Approved Document B. This is welcome and we take this to mean in the coming years we may see frequent updates to the guidance. From a policy perspective there is an element of catch up. At the same time it needs to go hand in hand with addressing clarity of the language and line of sight to the functional requirements.  In doing so it will help those dealing with “common building” types. The policy also needs clarity to define situations/ building are out of scope of the guidance and require a more engineering led approach to designing them for fire safety.  
Some thoughts on this catching up:
a.	Aligning to the first point would be an example where effort is needed to clarify definitions and purpose groups to move with the times. We place people into “specialised housing” or “retirement villages” with concentrations of vulnerable people but as these terms are not defined we end up with varying fire safety treatments/approaches. We need to wipe this away to ensure clarity is provided so that we remove opportunities for people to hide from challenges or limit their designs. 
b.	New challenges arising from battery use in the home and industry. There is a coming need to address this as battery systems come into the home and industry. We can see a role in which guidance needs to be in place to ensure that these elements are addressed and the key hazards clearly articulated. 
c.	A hangover from this will be addressing car parking and car charging where this is within building structures. The elements that we are learning from the likes of the Luton Airport car park is that such fires behave differently than is perceived in the guidance when it was drafted. This might not be totally to do with electric vehicles but a change in the way we manufacture vehicles. The end point is the same we expect fires to propagate, and we need to think clearly about this. Particularly in situations where we build such parking under buildings we call homes, around buildings in which we work and indeed in places which are key elements of infrastructure.  
3. Building facades – no gaps – there are remaining gaps in the treatment of building envelopes on mid-rise buildings that need to be addressed. If you consider this as part of a fire strategy for buildings that house vulnerable people or who may be vulnerable because of their position in a building these items need to be closed. Longer terms there is a need to square the use of small-scale tests and larger scale testing if we are to use combustible elements in any building structure.
4. Modern construction techniques – as an APPG we embrace fact that building design and materials are being updated to deliver the buildings we need for the future. That it is why research into them and guidance for them needs to keep pace. It is easy to say something is outside the scope of guidance but when it starts to become a pressing issue.
In this space there is a pressing need to address elements like mass timber construction and the like. We understand that from a policy perspective these elements may be needed to meet our carbon emission objectives. However, we cannot compromise fire safety. Again, as an APPG we are watching this closely. We observe instances where building ags have been extensively damaged or where a fire has propagated.  It is evident that the risks of these construction techniques need to be addressed in guidance. Again, perhaps with stronger thinking on additional layers of safety like automatic fire suppression, additional alarms to cater for differing strategies, stronger elements to prevent hidden fire spread and training for the fire service in response to such fires”. 
13th March Hon. Sec. attended Houses of Parliament Westminster - Lunch meeting with Ukraine Embassy-Consulate (Yurii Tyrkus) and Lord Goddard re Ukraine Convoys and inventories/disposition; ahead of meeting with Ukraine Ambassador. 
18th March Hon. Sec. corresponded with Pete Apps (Inside Housing) re a request to assist him with something he was working on an expose of Trespa for the Sunday Times, which touches on their involvement in the Lakanal refurbishment. “We were wondering if the late Sam Webb kept any documents which shed light on how they marketed and sold their standard grade panels for the building - despite the requirements of AD-B at the time meaning they should have been FR. 
 I know Sam kept a lot of documents on this sort of thing, and I wondered if he ever passed anything along to you? I think some might be in the RIBA library, which I will go along to check if I can. 
All the best,
Pete”.
Hon. Sec. provided the correspondence he held in this regard.
18th March Hon. Sec. participated online and gave report to NFSN Meeting in Glasgow.
19th March – Hon. Sec. attended APPG meeting – Houses of Parliament – Electrical Safety First –Campaign- Lithium-ion battery policy. Received presentations from Electrical Safety First’s Chief Executive, Lesley Rudd on ESF’s campaign on Lithium-ion batteries; and on Battery Energy Storage Systems from Matthew Deadman – Director, Kent FRS (Response & Resilience) and NFCC Transport and Infrastructure Lead Officer. – Also updates on correspondence with Justin Madders MP, Minister for Employment Rights, Competition and Markets, Department for Business and Trade, in relation to Government’s Fire Safety of Domestic Upholstered Furniture policy paper. (pre and post meetings with Lord Lytton, Gavin Dunne and Alasdair Perry re Discussion items from APPG
1.Vulnerable people – it is clear that policy is working towards the response and details to cater for the needs of vulnerable people. This is both in construction of new and the management of existing buildings. Looking ahead to consider the potential building features that are needed to assist people or to give them more time to achieve a place of safety. From a physical perspective that may be the introduction of additional layers of safety like automatic fire suppression, to evacuation lift arrangements, and onto considering refuge arrangements in buildings. From a management perspective policy will have sharpen up around management processes and the forms of PEEPs that are under discussion.
2. Clear, up to date guidance – one thing that has been a key theme of the APPG is to pursue guidance that is clear and keeping pace with change. It is no surprise that Government announced the ongoing review of Approved Document B. This is welcome and we take this to mean in the coming years we may see frequent updates to the guidance. From a policy perspective there is an element of catch up. At the same time it needs to go hand in hand with addressing clarity of the language and line of sight to the functional requirements.  In doing so it will help those dealing with “common building” types. The policy also needs clarity to define situations/ building are out of scope of the guidance and require a more engineering led approach to designing them for fire safety.  
Some thoughts on this catching up:
a.	Aligning to the first point would be an example where effort is needed to clarify definitions and purpose groups to move with the times. We place people into “specialised housing” or “retirement villages” with concentrations of vulnerable people but as these terms are not defined we end up with varying fire safety treatments/approaches. We need to wipe this away to ensure clarity is provided so that we remove opportunities for people to hide from challenges or limit their designs. 
b.	New challenges arising from battery use in the home and industry. There is a coming need to address this as battery systems come into the home and industry. We can see a role in which guidance needs to be in place to ensure that these elements are addressed and the key hazards clearly articulated. 
c.	A hangover from this will be addressing car parking and car charging where this is within building structures. The elements that we are learning from the likes of the Luton Airport car park is that such fires behave differently than is perceived in the guidance when it was drafted. This might not be totally to do with electric vehicles but a change in the way we manufacture vehicles. The end point is the same we expect fires to propagate, and we need to think clearly about this. Particularly in situations where we build such parking under buildings we call homes, around buildings in which we work and indeed in places which are key elements of infrastructure.  
3. Building facades – no gaps – there are remaining gaps in the treatment of building envelopes on mid-rise buildings that need to be addressed. If you consider this as part of a fire strategy for buildings that house vulnerable people or who may be vulnerable because of their position in a building these items need to be closed. Longer terms there is a need to square the use of small-scale tests and larger scale testing if we are to use combustible elements in any building structure.
4. Modern construction techniques – as an APPG we embrace fact that building design and materials are being updated to deliver the buildings we need for the future. That it is why research into them and guidance for them needs to keep pace. It is easy to say something is outside the scope of guidance but when it starts to become a pressing issue.
In this space there is a pressing need to address elements like mass timber construction and the like. We understand that from a policy perspective these elements may be needed to meet our carbon emission objectives. However, we cannot compromise fire safety. Again, as an APPG we are watching this closely. We observe instances where buildings have been extensively damaged or where a fire has propagated.  It is evident that the risks of these construction techniques need to be addressed in guidance. Again, perhaps with stronger thinking on additional layers of safety like automatic fire suppression, additional alarms to cater for differing strategies, stronger elements to prevent hidden fire spread and training for the fire service in response to such fires.  
20th March Westminster Hall Debate on accountability of the construction industry: - Building Regulations and Safety: “https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8482/?utm_source=HansardSociety;     
26th March Hon. Sec. drew APPG Members; attention to: ”Fire Prevention: 25 March 2025: Hansard Written Answers – They Work For You; re Battery Energy Systems. 28th March reviewed the Document from Upholster and Lawyer Delyth Fetherstone Dilke – “Flame Retardants in UK Furniture” ahead of meeting with Minister Justin Madders MP.
Hon. Sec. Raised with APPG members a series of automatic Fire Sprinkler “Saves” received from Nick Coleshill of BAFSA  

APRIL 2025
1st April Hon. Sec.corresponded with Sir Ken Knight and Jo Myers of the Childrens Burns Trust re a meeting with the APPG (to be confirmed).
1st April Hon. Sec. watched the Lords and Commons Debates in Parliament on the  ‘dangers of e-bikes and e-scooter’s. LORDS: The Minister of State, Department for Transport  (Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill) (Lab) Shared this specific contribution:-
“The last evaluation of the e-scooter trials took place in 2021, and the results were published in 2022, but, despite saying that they would, the last Government took no further action. As travel patterns have continued to change, the Government have decided to undertake a second evaluation, due to start this spring. This evaluation will be important to collect up-to-date and robust evidence on safety, mode shift and usage to inform future legislation. It will finish in May 2026.”
Baroness McIntosh of Pickering  (Con) – Shared this specific contribution:
“My Lords, while I am grateful for that Answer, it begs the question: how many evaluations do we need? There are 1.2 million e-scooters currently illegally used in general circulation, and 47 people have been killed since 2019. The status quo cannot continue. E-scooters are mounting pavements at speed, terrorising pedestrians. I urge the noble Lord and the Government to ensure that, if the current ban on illegally operated e-scooters is not going to be observed, they look to introduce a regulatory framework with proper insurance, otherwise it is going to be a complete drain on the resources of the Motor Insurers’ Bureau.
Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill  (Lab) Shared this specific contribution:
“Your Lordships’ House will know that there have been several Questions on this subject in recent weeks, and certainly in one of them I referred the noble Baroness, Lady Pidgeon, to the regulatory regimes of 21 European countries, which, sadly, have huge variation between them with regard to minimum ages, whether you have to wear a helmet, and so forth. So the Government needs to up-to-date evidence. Evidence raised in 2021 could have informed legislation in 2023 and 2024, for example, but that did not happen, but now we have to inform ourselves. In the meantime, it is quite clear that hazards are involved as the noble Baroness describes—although, of course, enforcement is a matter for local police chiefs”.
Lord Berkeley (Lab)  Shared this specific contribution:
“My Lords, does my noble friend agrees that half the trouble with e-scooters and e-bike rentals, and with buying them, is the batteries, which catch fire for no particular reason when they are not linked to the equipment concerned? Is it not more important to have some proper standards for quality and for the way in which batteries are fixed to cycles and scooters so that they do not cause the trouble that they have done; for example, causing TfL to ban non-folding electric bikes from its trains—and why non-folding? I hope that the Government will be able to look into this soon.
Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill  (Lab) Shared this specific contribution
“I thank my noble friend for that question. On batteries, last October, the Department for Business and Trade launched the “Buy Safe, Be Safe” campaign to raise awareness of the dangers of buying faulty and unsafe e-bikes, e-scooters and components such as batteries, for the very reason he suggests. Noble Lords who have seen the recent film of the spontaneous e-bike fire at Rayners Lane station will understand perfectly well why Transport for London has taken that view, because anybody standing remotely near that incident would have been severely injured, if not killed, by the spontaneous explosion and subsequent fire”
1st April. Hon. Sec. has raised this with the APPG many times and in particular regarding charging lithium ion batteries in common areas of blocks of flats.  This clearly leads back to the installation of automatic sprinkler protection
During the same debate and on another fire safety issue but in the Commons -  Sarah Olney MP (Richmond Park) (LD) said:
The use of hazardous chemical flame retardants in domestic furniture has been criticised by the Association of Master Upholsterers and Soft Furnishers and in a 2019 Environmental Audit Committee report, because those chemicals have been shown to cause more toxic smoke, increase the production of carbon monoxide and hydrogen cyanide and increase the prevalence of health conditions, including developmental disorders, breathing difficulties and reproductive disorders. As this Bill would provide the Government with more powers to act on that issue, does my hon. Friend agree that Ministers should outline how the Government plan to address the dangers associated with CFRs?  This is a subject which the APPG has raised with successive Ministers and it has failed to agree with the Department for Business and Trade’s “NEW APPROACH’  It will be an agenda item for the June 2025 APPG meeting. 
3rd April APPG Chairman Bob Blackman MP. Chair of the Back Bench Business Committee was complimented by the Leader of the House Lucy Powell MP as follows: “I thank the Chair of the Backbench Business Committee, as ever, for organising so many good, well-attended debates. He asked about 24 April. I am sure he will recognise that there is a bank holiday that week, and two weeks later, so we have a number of short weeks and a lot of Government business to get through. Given that Tuesday 22 April will be more like a Monday, I am afraid that Thursday 24 April will be more like a Wednesday, which is why, on the Thursday, time was not allocated to the Backbench Business Committee. However, I heard what he said about St George’s day and am happy to have a conversation with him about that. As ever, I will try to give him as much advance notice as I can of estimates day.  (This emphasises the respect in which APPG Chair, Bob Blackman is held. and the influence he has on setting agenda subjects)  
4th April Information received from Terry McDermott on rebuild costs of the Ravensdale Infants and Nursery school rebuilding cost is estimated to be £7.5 million.  This rebuilding project was a large complex project, and the Council do not have a separate itemised cost for the installation of sprinklers, within the scheme, that includes all associated fees.  As a rough indication of the costs, 
“More than 200 firefighters tackle recycling centre fire in Paris”.

https://www.thetimes.com/article/615b39a1-cea0-4cce-a89a-27623b7f9ce6?shareToken=16e62bc5120f0fd7f277089baf9b5404; 

11th April – Government extends waking watch replacement fund with additional £21m.  This has to be a most wasteful and expensive provision, and the funds could be used more efficiently and effectively by the fitting of automatic fire sprinkler protection.  Negating the need for an expensive waking watch.
14th April  Hon. Sec. attended Mid & West Wales FRS in Carmarthen to celebrate long service and special birthdays of two former Fire Officers. He raised the matters over keeping the NFSN and APPG advised of sprinkler saves via Nick Coleshill.
14th April Hon. Sec. received correspondence from Simon Gibbins Fire Sector Confederation re Fire Safety in the NHS “Managing Healthcare Fire Safety” consultation. 
22nd April Hon. Sec. met with Professor Steve McGuirk who was giving a presentation to Mid & West Wales FRS HQ in Carmarthen.  Discussed matters relating to the Fire Sector Confederation and its ongoing links with the APPG, including support funding.
24th April Government confirms plans to consult on a fire & rescue College, which presumably includes the Fire College existing at Moreton in Marsh.  “Inside Housing” reports: ”It spoke to a leaseholder fearing a £50,000 cladding bill as his building does not fall under protections in the Defective Premises Act>”
Chancellor Rachael Reeves pledged £600m to tackle Britain’s construction skills shortage.
 Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and Housing Secretary Angela Rayner MP delayed the start of the Building Safety Levy on new homes by a year so as not to disrupt house building.
Housing Minister Matthew Pennycook MP confirmed that £20m will be pumped into a fund to help community groups build more affordable homes.
The Spring Statement kicked off on Wednesday. It emerged that more than three million people will be affected by the welfare cuts previously announced by the chancellor. The Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR) has forecasted the cuts will save the government £3.4bn, down from the £5bn it initially expected. The OBR also estimated that the government’s planning reforms could result in annual housebuilding hitting a 40-year high of 305,000 homes, although several factors could knock that estimate.
28th April provided an update of APPG activity for March 2025 to John Morton Fire Sector Confederation.
29th April 2025 Questions of the Secretary of State: - Edward Morello MP Liberal Democrat, West Dorset: “To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, whether she plans to introduce additional fire safety-related grant funding for fire and rescue services to meet changes in regulatory requirements.
Response: Alex Norris MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary (Housing, Communities and Local Government)
“We are providing £10 million Protection Uplift Grant to Fire and Rescue Services for 2025/26, with £5 million allocated for the first six months and a further £5 million to be confirmed later in the year. The Protection Uplift grant is ring fenced to fire protection and is used to bolster capability and capacity in protection departments.
Decisions on future funding to Fire and Rescue Services to support the work of the Building Safety Regulator are under consideration and yet to be confirmed.”  30th April Hon. Sec. participated online in NFSN meeting Manchester due to clashing other urgent commitments. Updated the work of APPG

MAY 2025
1st May Fire Sector Confederation Executive Officer Prof Steve McGuirk provided APPG Hon. Sec. with a useful update shared with the Board; outlining that  there's significant activity underway. He continues to emphasise the importance of the APPG's role throughout this process. While there's a brief mention of this in the work plan appendix,  He is stressing to all parties involved the necessity of engaging parliamentarians. (As referred to last month when Hon. Sec. mentioned that APPG Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP is also Chair of Government’s Backbench Business Committee, which brings forward key items for Government’s Business agenda, working in conjunction with Leader of the House, Lucy Powell MP.
Received Editorial from “Social Housing that “London council fails consumer standards as 1,700 ‘high-risk’ fire safety actions overdue:
“Tower Hamlets Council is among three councils to become the latest to fall foul of the regulator’s consumer standards due to “serious failures””
Additionally the 20 biggest borrowers in the sector are expected to have combined debt of nearly £60bn by 2027 due to ongoing consolidation, S&P Global has said.
1st May Written PQ’s carried over from 30 April:  “Suella Braverman Conservative, Fareham and Waterlooville:
“To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, whether her Department has made an assessment of the number of complaints on the quality of construction from new home owners to developers”.
Alex Norris Parliamentary Under-Secretary (Housing, Communities and Local Government)
The Building Regulations set out high-level functional requirements that most building work – including all new build housing – must meet. The regulations are supported by statutory guidance in the form of Approved Documents (ADs) which set out in more detail how to meet the functional requirements.
It is the responsibility of the building designer to comply with the requirements of the Building Regulations. The relevant building control authority will determine whether building work meets those requirements.
The Building Safety Act and the Government’s response to the Grenfell Tower Inquiry set out how we will strengthen building control procedures, including establishing an independent panel to review the way in which building control is delivered in England. In October 2023, new procedures came into force which provide strengthened regulatory oversight of Building Regulations before, during, and on completion of higher-risk building work. This will ensure safer, better-quality buildings, without systemic defects. To further reinforce standards, we remain committed to introducing a statutory New Homes Ombudsman scheme that developers will have to join, with an accompanying Code of Practice about the standards of conduct and standards of quality of work expected of members”.
Alan Brinson EFSN responded to figures provided in an email from APPG Adviser Tom Roche re the Government’s Risk Protection Arrangement (RPA) which Government uses in relation to insuring Schools.  He replied: “Thank you for this. The average cost of a fire event has increased significantly in recent years. This is not surprising because the RPA scheme as you point out does nothing to reduce risk and the probability of losses. Instead the schools pay and if there is a fire the scheme pays out. Therefore the bad risks that would be correctly priced by insurers opt for the cheaper, incorrectly priced government insurance scheme and we all pay for it”.
2nd May All Parliamentary staff must complete a fire safety training course:  Notice: “Complete your annual fire safety training 
It is important that we keep ourselves safe on the parliamentary estate. One of the ways we can do this is by completing our fire safety training. This must be completed annually by all those who work onsite regularly.   
Completing your training can be done in one of two ways:  
•	By completing the Annual Fire Safety module on ACT - This should take no longer than 15 minutes to complete. You will need your parliamentary email address and password for your parliamentary network account  
•	By attending a Fire Safety Briefing. These are being held in person on the following dates:   
o	Tuesday 20 May, 10.30–11am  
o	Thursday 26 June, 10-10.30am 
To sign up to a briefing, please email hllearning@parliament.uk;  to reserve your space. Thank you for playing your part in ensuring we can all be safe on the parliamentary estate.”
2nd May Hon. Sec, received a note from Prof. S McGuirk re “Fire Chiefs Call for Urgent Action.re Drownings” NFCC:
https://www.itv.com/news/2025-05-01/fire-chiefs-call-for-urgent-action-on-drownings;  APPG members informed.
6th May Hon. Sec. received EFSN monthly report from Alan Brinson and copied key information to APPG members. 
7th May APPG Hon. Sec received an email from APPG Adviser and NFSN Exec Member Tom Roche: “A blast from the past.  I was looking back at some material on schools and came across this in my reading file.  Perhaps something to build an update around.”    T
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/majority-of-brits-back-sprinklers-in-tower-blocks-and-high-risk-buildings-according-to-poll-55940; 
APPG Hon. Sec. received email from NFSN Sec. Re the next NFSN meeting scheduled for 30 July in Leeds..
7th May APPG Hon. Sec. received a number of Government consultations from Simon Gibbins (Fire Sector Confederation) which can be obtained directly from Simon at: : admin@scgfiresafety.co.uk; 
8th May Social Housing refers to:
Social Housing - News - Grenfell Inquiry report could lead to ‘strengthening’ regulation in Scotland; 
IFE International President’s conference announcement taking place on 18/19 June 2025 at University of Central Lancashire.
Notice from Lord Speaker of increased Security announcements for members and staff working in Parliament.
9th May Received from Nick Coleshill the Lancashire Sprinkler Activations July to December 2024 – notified to APPG Members for information.
9th May – Notified that Police are considering using ‘full-scale’ Grenfell Tower replica in criminal trials.
Tom Roche emailed regarding  Juggling responsibilities: (The pitfalls involved in making buildings safer)
https://www.constructionnews.co.uk/sections/long-reads/features/juggling-responsibilities-the-pitfalls-involved-in-making-buildings-safer-09-05-2025/       10th May  “Inside Housing” reported on a number of interesting legal and regulatory issues this week. This included the case against a housing association and three other defendants for a huge fire at a retirement village that was thrown out after just two days of trial.  It later emerged that this was because the prosecution’s fire officers’ expert evidence was inadmissible due to an absence of independence, impartiality and competence. https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/case-against-defendants-thrown-out-after-two-days-of-trial-for-retirement-village-fire-91707?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IH%20%2D%20THE%20WEEK%20IN%20HOUSING%20CAMPAIGN 
12th May  The RIBA’s proposed temporary move to the Royal College of Physicians offices, while 66 Portland Place is overhauled, has collapsed -more to follow.
12th May Peers staff meeting (Hybrid)
Inside Housing report -Waking watch costs passed on to leaseholders despite developer signing government’s remediation contract.
Leaseholders in a Manchester block are facing a bill of tens of thousands of pounds due to gaps in funding for a waking watch patrol.
13th May APPG Hon. Sec.notified that the Tall Buildings Conference to address Building Fire Safety & Evacuation will take place 0n 18 and 19 June at Olympia London.  
13 May notified by Sebastian O’Kelly of Leasehold Knowledge Partnership that Times Journalist Jack Simpson wants to interview people impacted by failings in retirement Housing. 
MPs urge government not to ‘mark its own homework’ on Grenfell recommendation. 14th May The government must look at introducing a “national oversight mechanism” to ensure all the recommendations from the final Grenfell Tower Inquiry are implemented, a committee of MPs has said.  The cross party Housing, Communities and Local Government Committee made the plea in its response to the Government’s commitments following last September’s report. The MP’s also added their voices to calls for social housing providers to get equal access to remediation funding, although this was not a recommendation from the Grenfell Public Inquiry. The committee said the government must “consult as soon as possible” on a “new system of formal implementation monitoring” of recommendations from public inquiries and form part of the upcoming ‘Hillsborough Bill’. 16th May APPG Hon. Sec. notified by Tom Roche of Bicester fire latest: ‘Two firefighters deceased after huge blaze at former RAF base’ https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvg9mzkx7nzo;    Letter sent from APPG Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP on behalf of all members of the Group to the CFO of Oxfordshire)  16th May Inside Housing reported that leaseholders in a Manchester block are facing a bill of tens of thousands of pounds due to gaps in funding for a waking watch patrol.  Leaseholders at Zinc Court, Radius Apartments in Prestwich have been hit with a bill of more than £67,000 for a waking watch, even though the need to stop committing to new developments.   New research from ‘Housemark’ found that tenant satisfaction with social landlords had a small increase in 2024-25. The data firm is forecasting a median result of 72% to 73% based on the tenant satisfaction measures.  It emerged that landlord Vivid will retrofit more than 2,000 homes after agreeing a £50m loan with Barclays backed by the National Wealth Fund.   Next APPG Planned meeting with Minister Justin Madders MP, Minister for Business and Trade was agreed for 3rd June 2025, then rearranged for 24th June 2025.       16th May a developer signed up to the government’s post-Grenfell building safety remediation contract.    Residents of a London block that had Grenfell-style cladding installed at the time of a major fire in 2021 praised the remediation process, but called for tougher rules for smoking on balconies after a third fire in four years.   Large landlord Southern Housing’s operating surplus recovered by 14.8%, as starts plummeted. 15th May – APPG Hon. Sec. corresponded with the PS to Alex Norris to ask if the following three points remain the Department’s priorities: 
1.	Deliver 1.5 million new homes
2.	Accelerate remediation
3.	Implement the Phase 2 Grenfell recommendations
The answer was yes but:  
“.It might be worth adding that, given he is now Fire minister, an additional priority is working closely with the sector to shape the future of fire and rescue services.”
14th May APPG Hon. Sec. picked up a debate in the Welsh Government as follows:
“Luke Fletcher Plaid Cymru  3:44, 14 May 2025:
 ‘In February 2023, I had the privilege of stepping into the boots, quite literally, of the South Wales Fire and Rescue Service team. I was lucky enough to have the opportunity to get a taste of the extensive training that they undertake at the Cardiff Gate training centre and Bridgend fire station, where I joined them in search and rescue exercises. I crawled through smoke-filled rooms, navigated tight pitch-black crawl spaces—and I'm not ashamed to admit it was a bit of a squeeze for me—and that small experience of training was also very tough. The experience left me with a renewed and profound appreciation for the skill, commitment and courage our service people show every day. But it also underscored something else. The dangers our firefighters face do not end once the flames are out. Fire creates a cocktail of toxic chemicals that are known to increase the risk of cancers and other life-threatening illnesses. Thanks to the pioneering work of the Fire Brigades Union and Professor Anna Stec at the University of Central Lancashire, we have the statistics to back this up, and they are harrowing. You will have heard me repeat these figures over the course of the last two years. The age-specific cancer rate for 35 to 39-year-olds in the fire service is up to 323 per cent higher compared to the general population. Firefighters serving 15 years or more were almost twice as likely to develop cancer than those who served less time. Firefighters are twice as likely to be diagnosed with cancer if they remain in their personal protective equipment for more than four hours after attending an incident. And firefighters continue to suffer chronic illnesses as a result of occupational exposure to toxic chemicals. Now, let all that just sink in for a moment’.

“Since the research was carried out, the World Health Organization’s International Agency for Research on Cancer has formally recognised cancer among firefighters as a group 1 occupational hazard—the most serious classification. In March last year, I welcomed Professor Stec and colleagues from the FBU to the Senedd. Alongside them was Lisa Jenkins, who shared the personal loss of her partner, a firefighter who tragically passed away following a battle with cancer. Hearing both perspectives—the academic and the personal—has, for me, reinforced in the clearest possible terms just how urgently the system needs to change to safeguard the health of those who work to safeguard ours.

Across the world, countries like the US, Canada and Australia have recognised the link between exposure to toxic effluents and the increased incidence of cancer among firefighters. Legislation in these countries ensures that firefighters not only receive workplace compensation when illness strikes, but also have access to routine medical monitoring, designed to catch illnesses early. Yet here in Wales, as across the UK, little such support exists. The FBU’s DECON campaign has worked tirelessly to raise awareness and support firefighters to limit their exposure to harmful contaminants, but protecting their health should not fall solely on individual stations or overstretched services. It requires national leadership, it requires national investment, and it requires a national structured programme of preventative health monitoring”.

“Following discussions with Professor Stec and the FBU, I’ve consistently been making these calls in the Senedd. I’ve asked several First Ministers whether the Welsh Government would commit to introducing specific health monitoring for firefighters—a practical step that would save lives—but the responses were initially disheartening. The Government would only act on advice from the UK National Screening Committee, and, since there is none, no action would be taken. Now, to be fair, we have heard recently from the First Minister that the chief medical officer has been asked to look into this as a matter of urgency. That is, of course, a welcome step. But every delay now carries consequences, and we just need to get on with it. Further delays simply translate into more deaths due to cancer.
The evidence is there. The stories are there. And the risk is very real. A national programme for preventative health monitoring is an essential, long-overdue step to ensure that the well-being of those who put themselves in harm’s way to protect the rest of us get the support they deserve. And quite simply, it is the right thing to do, to do right by our fire service people and the families who have lost loved ones because of this occupational risk.

Now, I hope that Members vote in favour of the motion today, and do everything possible to ensure that annual health monitoring is put in place for firefighters in Wales. Their families and the service people deserve that at the very least. I look forward to Members’ contributions
I would like to thank Luke for bringing forward this very important debate. As I have said many times in this Chamber, our firefighters regularly put their health on the line to deal with threats to ours, and we regularly let them down. Whether this is allowing bad management to fester, allowing misogyny and racism to run rife, or allowing persistent exposure to carcinogens, the political leadership is letting down our front-line fire and rescue personnel. As Luke and the motion before us today both point out, the research shows that firefighters are getting cancer at a higher rate and at younger ages than the general population, a situation that has forced other developed nations to class firefighting as a preventable cause of cancer. Think about that for a second: the people we expect to rush into a burning building to save our loved ones are more at risk from exposure to toxic substances than they are from the fire itself”. 

“I was deeply concerned when a team of investigative journalists uncovered the truth about a large number of 'safe' firefighting chemicals, such as wetting agents and foams. These chemicals were far from safe. In fact, they contained what we now call forever chemicals. Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or PFASs, are bioaccumulative and have been deemed as persistent organic pollutants. Exposure to these forever chemicals is believed to cause organ damage and increase the likelihood of developing many types of cancers. Large multinational chemical companies knowingly and misleadingly sold firefighting agents containing these forever chemicals as safe and biodegradable. Our fire and rescue service personnel used these chemicals for decades, under the false assumption that they were as harmless as the water they were added to. Not only are our firefighters being exposed to toxins released by burning buildings, but also from the very stuff they use to put out the flames”.

“I urge the Welsh Government to commit today to ensure that a widespread review of the safety of firefighting chemicals is undertaken, as well as to work with researchers at the University of Central Lancashire and elsewhere to fully understand the health implications for former and serving firefighters. We, at the very least, owe this service a commitment to do everything to minimise and mitigate the risk of the job. That includes ensuring they are protected from toxins as well as monitored for exposure. This is not an issue that should be left to individual fire and rescue authorities; it needs action from the top. I urge Members to support Luke's motion”.
15th May The Group received the following message from Claire Hoyland (FireAid):
“I thought you might be interested in the below video…….. it has one of our donated fire engines in it”! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=nx4rtFniYfA; 
15th May – APPG Hon. Sec. corresponded with Delyth Fetherston-Dilche who is on the board of the Association of Master Upholsterers who are concerned by our exposure levels to chemicals which go in a piece of furniture. That’s 20% chemicals and then in the fabric it can be more. They’re not good for health – they’re causing fertility issues, a lot of immune issues, and they’re carcinogenic  She will be attending the next APPG meeting on 24th June.
15th May – Parliamentary written Question from David Simmonds Opposition Whip (Commons), Shadow Minister (Levelling Up, Housing and Communities)        To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what assessment she has made of the potential impact of the proposed transition period for moving from the BS 476-22 national fire door safety testing standard to the EN1634-1 standard on (a) the productivity of and (b) costs to timber fire door manufacturers.
Response from Alex Norris Parliamentary Under-Secretary (Housing, Communities and Local Government):
“On 2 September 2024, the Government announced the withdrawal of National Classes fire testing standards from Approved Document B, ending the dual classification system in favour of the European Standard (BS EN 13501). This change aimed to enhance fire protection by simplifying compliance routes within Approved Document B (ADB) and followed scrutiny during the Grenfell Tower Inquiry where the suitability of BS 476 was questioned.  The Government recognises the potential economic impact that could result from this change. The overall impact and associated benefits were carefully evaluated to inform the policy decision and are set out in the Impact Assessment that accompanied the policy announcement.    Market analysis and sector engagement showed limited impact on developers for the reaction to fire classification. Changes took effect on 2nd March 2025, with a six-month transition period provided for fire reaction. We identified a larger impact on sectors involved in bespoke wooden fire doors, cavity barriers, smoke vents, and roofs due to re-testing requirements for the fire resistance classification. Concerns were also raised about testing site capacity. An extended transition period of 5 years was developed through discussions with the sector allowing manufacturers time to retest their products ahead of compliance with BS EN 13501 coming into force on 2nd September 2029.  We and the Building Safety Regulator will continue to support industry to develop new standards and testing capacity to minimise disruption to supply chains through the transitional period.  The Building Safety Regulator will keep these standards under review as part of their continuous review of Approved Document B, in line with their duty under the Building Safety Act to keep the safety and standard of buildings under review in England..”  
16th May Residents of a London block that had Grenfell-style cladding installed at the time of a major fire in 2021 praised the remediation process, but called for tougher rules for smoking on balconies after a third fire in four years. 19th May PQ’s Housing Minister Alex Norris MP: “Bobby Dean Liberal Democrat, Carshalton and Wallington To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, if she will take steps to ensure that mortgage lenders do not require EWS1 forms where there is no legal requirement; and if she will make an assessment of the potential impact of those requirements on leaseholders’ ability to sell their homes. Alex Norris Parliamentary Under-Secretary (Housing, Communities and Local Government)  “External Wall System (EWS1) forms are not a legal or regulatory requirement in any circumstance”. “My Department works closely with the mortgage lending industry to understand the challenges in the market for flats affected by fire safety issues, and we are encouraging mortgage lenders (banks and building societies) to move away from the use of EWS1s as a valuation tool, as some mortgage lenders are already doing. I met major mortgage lenders last month to reiterate this, and ask that they accept alternative evidence, for example the building’s Fire Risk Assessment (which the Responsible Person for a building is legally required to conduct) or, Fire Risk Appraisal of the External Wall.”  “I welcome the recently updated joint statement on cladding, signed by 10 major mortgage lenders, confirming they will consider lending on properties in buildings 11 metres and above, where the building is in a remediation scheme or the property is protected by the leaseholder protections in the Building Safety Act and the leaseholder has completed a ‘Leaseholder Deed of Certificate’ to ev idence it. An EWS1 form should not be required in these scenarios”  19th May The Fire  Sector Confederation provided a Parliamentary Brief of a letter to the Housing Minister from the HCLG Select Committee’ (available from the FS Confederation)  21 May APPG Hon. Sec. received a ‘sprinkler save’ from Cleveland via Nick Coleshill . Reference: Cleveland FB retrofitted tall building kitchen save; 
Shadow Housing Sec. of State Kevin Hollinrake: To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what assessment she has made of the reasons for the time taken to process applications to the Building Safety Regulator?
Al Pinkerton: To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what assessment her Department has made of the potential merits of promoting transparency from the Building Safety Regulator through the regular publication of performance data on application processing times.
Kevin Hollinrake: To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what assessment she has made of the reasons for the time taken to process applications to the Building Safety Regulator.
Alex Norris (Minister):  “The Department and the Building Safety Regulator recognise the value to the sector in providing performance data. From this quarter, BSR will be publishing quarterly data demonstrating the volumes of applications received, recorded outcomes and decision times for determination.
MHCLG and BSR jointly keep BSR’s operational set up under review as a departmental priority. We are working with the BSR to undertake a further programme of enhancements to improve application processing times which we recognise are too long. Enhancements to the service will continue to scale up in the coming months.”
Many of the applications that remain undetermined have proved to be of poor quality and the BSR continues to work with applicants to ensure that applications properly demonstrate compliance with the minimum safety standards set out in the Building Regulations.

JUNE 2025
1st June 2025 MPs step forward in the new All Party Parliamentary Group for leasehold and commonhold reform as Co Chairs
They are Amanda Hack (Labour, North West Leicestershire); Neil O’Brien (Conservative, Harborough, Oadby and Wigston); Joseph Powell (Labour, Kensington and Bayswater); and Joshua Reynolds (LibDem, Maidenhead)
2nd June Martin Boyd Leasehold Reform Group announces that Lloyds Bank becomes the latest “for profit ”registered social landlord.  
APPG Hon. Sec. (FIRE) was invited by Martin Hildich (Inside Housing) to its “Housing 2025 event in Manchester from 24-26th June. Unfortunately it clashed with the APPG meeting with Minister Justin Madders MP. 2nd June Minister Justin Madders confirmed the changed date of the next APPG meeting with him to 24th June to discuss the issues remaining in relation to the use of Flame Retardants and the consultant and planned “New Approach”. APPG Hon. Sec. received European Fire Sprinkler Network report from Alan Brinson for May 2025: 
file:///C:/Users/new/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/F0VMA6CP/May%202025.pdf; 
2nd June APPG Hon. Sec. received Ministerial Statement as follows:  
Matthew Pennycook Minister of State (Housing, Communities and Local Government):
“I am today providing an update on various measures the government is taking to further reform the planning system and achieve our ambitious Plan for Change milestone of building 1.5 million safe and decent homes in this Parliament.
Speeding up build out rates on large sites
Last year, the government took decisive action to overhaul national planning policy through our December 2024 updates to the National Planning Policy Framework. The changes made included the introduction of a new, mandatory Standard Method for assessing housing needs and a new strategic approach to Green Belt land designation and release that prioritises development on lower quality ‘grey belt’ land. By allocating more land for development, the pro-growth Framework that is now in place provides the foundation for higher rates of housebuilding.
However, to significantly boost housing delivery we must close the gap between the amount of land allocated and permissioned and the number of homes being completed. The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) and others have concluded that most homes in England are not built as fast as they can be constructed, once permission is granted, but only as fast as the developer expects to sell them at local second-hand market prices. This leads to a build out rate for large sites which can take decades to complete. While it is commercially rational for developers to operate in this way, the systemic impact is a lower level of housebuilding than is needed.
As a result, the government has published a Planning Reform Working Paper: Speeding Up Build Out setting out a five-part strategy and a series of proposals to speed up build out. These include measures to support mixed tenure development; the implementation of conditional confirmation of Compulsory Purchase Orders; and, as a measure of last resort, exploring the case for a Delayed Homes Penalty for use in instances where build out is falling significantly behind the agreed schedule without a reasonable justification.
Alongside the working paper, we published a Technical consultation on implementing measures to improve Build Out transparency to gather views ​on the introduction of a new statutory build out framework which requires developers to submit information at different stages of the planning and development cycle and a power for local authorities to decline to determine applications submitted by developers who persistently fail to build out sites quickly. We will also make it easier for councils to issue completion notices, which require housebuilders to complete development within a reasonable period of time else the planning permission will cease – a form of “use it or lose it”.
Supporting small and medium-sized housebuilders
The government is clear that we cannot achieve our ambitious housebuilding targets without diversifying the housing market and making it more competitive. That means supporting a range of different developers including small and medium-sized housebuilders.
The share of new build homes delivered by SMEs has declined significantly since the 1980s, when smaller housebuilders delivered 40% of the country’s homes. To arrest and reverse the decline of SME housebuilders and so maximise the contribution they can make to new housing supply, the government is acting to support them by increasing their access to land, providing further financial assistance and easing the burden of regulation.
In respect of land, the government has launched a pilot of a new form of partnership between cities, developers and the private sector – a Small Sites Aggregator – that will bring together small plots of land and accelerate their development. The pilot will be trialled in Bristol, Sheffield and the London Borough of Lewisham with support from the relevant regional authorities.
Alongside this, Homes England will release more of its land exclusively to SMEs and the government have also announced a £1.2 million PropTech innovation fund for up to 12 tech innovators to share to work with industry on scalable solutions that accelerate housing delivery and unlock the development potential of small sites.
In respect of finance, the government is allocating up to £100m of the £700m extension to the Home Building Fund announced in December to introduce SME Accelerator Loans. These will provide SMEs with the finance they need to acquire new sites while they are building out existing developments.
We have also provided longer-term certainty of access to finance for SMEs by committing to providing a range of funding tools for SMEs as part of a new National Housing Delivery Fund. This will include revolving credit facilities alongside loans and lending alliances to provide unprecedented government support and ensure SMEs have the access to finances they need to grow, invest and support delivery of 1.5m homes. Further detail will be provided at the forthcoming Spending Review.
Lastly, in respect of regulation, the government has published a Planning Reform Working Paper: Reforming Site Thresholds to seek views on reforming site size thresholds in the planning system to better support housing delivery. The working paper proposes a gradated approach to the planning system – removing and streamlining disproportionate requirements on small and medium sites, while maintaining and strengthening requirements on major ones.
The proposals would see minor development of up to 9 homes benefit from streamlined planning and eased Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) requirements, alongside faster decisions being taken by expert planning officers, not planning committees. A new proposed category of medium development for 10 to 49 homes would come with simpler rules and fewer costs – including a potential exemption from the Building Safety Levy and simplified BNG rules, making it easier to deliver biodiverse habitats on these sites, delivering a win-win for nature and development.
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has also launched consultations on how the implementation of BNG for small and medium developments could be simplified and improved, as well as BNG implementation for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects. The respective consultations can be found on gov.uk here and here.
Planning committee reform:
To further support the changes set out above, we have published our promised Reform of planning committees: technical consultation providing detail on how we intend to implement the Planning and Infrastructure Bill provisions relating to the delegation of planning decisions, the size and composition of planning committees and mandatory training for members of planning committees.
The government has been clear that planning committees have an integral role in providing local democratic oversight of planning decisions. However, in exercising that democratic oversight, we must ensure that planning committees operate as effectively as possible, focusing on those applications which require member input and not revisiting the same decisions.
We believe these proposals strike the right balance between empowering professional planning officers and ensuring elected local representatives determine the most significant and contentious applications. I look forward to receiving feedback from hon. Members, local authorities, housebuilders and other important stakeholders”.
3rd June APPG Hon. Sec. received a request from BAFSA for a submission to next edition of BAFSA Yearbook on types of discussions and progress made by APPG over the last year. 3rd June APPG Hon Sec. travelled to London for Meeting in Pugin Room with APPG chair and two Vice chairs re Continuation Planning for replacement Hon. Sec/Adviser to the Group on the planned retirement from the post in 2025.  3rd June Nick Coleshill provides West Midlands “sprinkler Saves” at:
https://www.sprinklersaves.co.uk/saves/west-midlands-fire-service-sprinkler-activations-january-april-2025/4th  June Government Chancellor Rachel Reeves unveils £15billion plans for trams, trains and buses outside London. Parliament advises staff of protest activity outside the Palace of Westminster on this day. 
3rd June The OPSS has issued actual amendments to the Furniture Regs, published on April 30th to come into force in October 2025. See below 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/furniture-and-furnishings-fire-safety-regulations/furniture-and-furnishings-fire-safety-amendment-regulations-2025-uk  This will form part of the discussions with Minister Madders on 24th June’s meeting with the APPG
5th June APPG Hon. Sec. received an excellent recorded interview which Terry McDermott (NFSN Chair) held with the Head of Ravensdale School in Derbyshire which caught fire and which is  strongly recommend that this story is captured and picked up by politicians including the APPG..
6th June APPG Hon. Sec. received Email from Tom Roche:
“Sharing this one mainly since it involved a fire in the stairwell which led to multiple people being rescued. Begs the question as to what was in or placed in the stairwell to cause that. A minor has been arrested on suspicion of intentionally setting the fire.  The block of flats is low rise so it would perhaps not trigger the 11m requirement for sprinklers if new”.
“The landlord is having to defend themselves due to the local concern over the event.  Thankfully, no one was injured.  The landlord has provided a lengthy Q&A to answer questions on the recent fire.  It is believed they will be having to do the same with the BSR at some stage.
The fact that the fire compromised the stairwell – which should be free of combustibles – should be ‘ringing alarm bells’ but I will let you decide on the Q&A. The Q&A takes the position of stay put for the building as a strategy. Another item that caught my eye was that they were having to answer why were there no sprinklers. In a world in which sprinklers are not the norm it was interesting to see this question being important to answer. I think that they get the answer mixed up and they leave a large gap in connection to the stairwell again should ring alarm bells. 
Tom’
Your Housing answers questions following huge Orford flat fire | Warrington Guardian; 
Noted Alan Brinson’s response: ,
“When we looked at FRS incident reports we saw that fires in communal spaces are not unusual. That is why BS 9991 requires sprinkler coverage to include these areas”.
5th June received email from Simon Gibbins Fire Sector Confederation “ICC Setting Expectations Guidance on principles”
The Industry Competence Committee is committed to setting expectations for industry by sharing clear principles on how individual competence could be demonstrated and how organisations could manage the competence of those working for them.

The first stage of this has now been shared with industry and sets out:
•	Overarching principles for industry
•	Principles on individual competence
•	ICC definitions of competence management and organisational culture
Further details may be found at the following link:
ICC Setting Expectations - Principles for industry - Consultation Document V1 - May 2025.pdf; 
APPG Hon. Sec. received a question from Mike Wood into the fridge involved in the Grenfell Tower Fire my response  as follows; “Dear Mike 
All I have in relation to this is:
 https://www.coolingpost.com/uk-news/fridge-maker-faces-action-over-grenfell-fire; 
AND:
https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/news/2017-news/brigade-reissues-essential-white-goods-safety-advice-following-grenfell-fire/#:~:text=London%20Fire%20Brigade%20is%20reissuing%20essential%20advice,not%20been%20subject%20to%20any%20product%20recall;  
The chair of the Housing, Communities and Local Government (HCLG) Committee published an open letter this week that described the Spending Review as “make or break” on this promise.
	 


This intervention followed a call by the new chair of the G15 group of London’s largest landlords for a return to rent convergence, and for the government to revisit Housing Revenue Account settlements.
	 


Alongside the lobbying, the HCLG Committee is mulling over the responses to its inquiry into land value capture. Inside Housing has the key responses from the sector on how the government should go about these reforms.
10th June APPG Hon. Sec. held a lengthy conversation with Delyth Fetherston Dilke (Upholsterer and Lawyer) re Flame Retardants and her speaking in the presence of Minister Madders at the APPG on 24th June in Westminster.  Which was agreed. 
11th June email from Tom Roche is of interest:
“Gentlemen,
 One to keep an eye on a school build which was considering removing sprinklers. Planning including a sprinkler tank does not mean they will be included..     https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c071r3rp42go      Tom”.
12th June -     Government pledges ‘equal access to funding’ for housing providers to accelerate remediation
The Treasury will invest over £1bn to accelerate the remediation of social housing, by giving providers equal access to government funding
Homes England to manage £4.8bn in ‘financial transactions’ to boost housebuilding.
A Grroup of 20 large Housing Authorities ‘working at pace’ on proposals to scale up delivery.
For-profit chair calls for Homes England to be ‘open and dynamic’ in approach to leasehold structures.
APPG Hon. Sec. received Fire Sector Confederation Newsletter for information



16th June Lord John Hendy KC, Lord Goddard and APPG Hon. Sec. met on Monday 16th June, with General Valerii Zaluzhnyi, Ambassador of Ukraine to the United Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern Ireland, at the Ukraine Embassy in Holland Park.  An invitation was made from the Ukraine State Emergency Service for APPG members to be invited to visit Ukraine, along with the Fire Aid Charity and other relevant Government Structures at a time convenient.  (Lord Goddard and Lord Hendy favoured a visit in August 2025).
The matter was discussed at the APPG’s meeting on 24th June, and it was agreed to support a visit and to consult with any relevant Government Department (presumably through Minister Norris) and to include Fire Aid in any discussions. APPG Hon. Sec. asked the Minister’s PS if this could be drawn to Minister Norris’s attention and advise if Minister Norris and/or any other representative from the Department would wish to be included in the visit to Ukraine to see the extent to which the donated fire engines and equipment are being utilised; and the difference it is making? 
18/19 June APPG Hon. Sec. prepared papers and agenda for the 24th June APPG Meeting with Minister Justin Madders MP, including briefings for Delyth Fetherston -Dilke (Upholsterer and Lawyer)



24th June APPG Hon. Sec and members attended the APPG meeting in Lords Committee Room 4A, where Minister Justin Madders received the ongoing concerns of the All-Party Parliamentary Group in relation the continued use of Flame Retardants in Foam Filled Furniture Regulations.
27th June APPG Hon. Sec. provided an Extract from the DRAFT minutes of that meeting below, which has been agreed by the Minister and is subject to approval at the next APPG Meeting:-

“4.	Foam Filled Furniture Regulations – Correspondence with Justin Madders MP Minister for Employment Rights, Competition and Markets 
Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP gave a warm welcome to Minister Justin Madders for this meeting,  inviting him to sit at the front next to himself.
“One of the things that we’re concentrating on today is flame retardants. I think we’ve got several people who will be able to give us expert views.    “Delyth do you want to say your bit now and we’ll go from there”?

Delyth Fetherston-Dilke : “Thank you. I am Delyth Fetherston Dilke and you very kindly wrote me a letter. I am on the Board of the Association of Master Upholsterers and we’re concerned by our exposure levels to chemicals. A sheet of foam which goes into a piece of furniture – that’s 20% chemicals and in the fabric that’s even more.  They’re not good for health – they’re causing fertility issues, they are causing a lot of immune issues, and they’re carcinogenic. And then when they burn, which they will burn because the chemicals will delay ignition if the flame source is the right size, but they won’t stop it and when they burn they are releasing hydrogen cyanide, carbon monoxide and we believe that’s harming fire fighters and we are seeing the fire fighter rates of cancer at 323% of the general population level aged 35-39 when they shouldn’t be getting it”. 
 
“I also think you’ve probably got a good 20,000 upholsterers who are possibly not in the best of health. So we would like to see a move away from this and I think DEFRA and the Environmental Agency would like the same because currently all sofas are going for incineration all of them. That’s probably around 8 million a year and the cost of that is between £500 per sofa, for a sofa that maybe only cost initially £350, £500 a sofa at worst to maybe £20 per sofa at best. In that range. It is a huge cost to councils never mind the cost you’ve got to your education system where you’re seeing a large rise of developmental issues in children and behavioural issues which the scientific studies are linking these issues in animals to flame retardants and these studies are indicative of how these chemicals might affect humans”.
  
“Now I appreciate that across the country fire safety is incredibly important to us, not only practically but I think part of our very DNA, and I do believe that there is a solution which would be to follow the Environmental Audit Committee recommendation to move to a smoulder test, but you could add to that by insisting that a fire barrier be used, like a wool fire barrier - used underneath the top fabric  which would improve your fire safety in comparison to neighbouring countries”. 
“These chemicals are not used in France or Sweden or Italy or anywhere, they’re not used in America, and yet Oxford University have done a study on comparative fire death data and we are really not out of kilter with Europe. We might have slightly better levels but then we’ve got slightly lower smoker levels, and fire risk and smoking go hand in hand. So I would like to recommend that we follow what the Environmental Audit Committee recommended”.

Minister Madders: “Can I just ask – you mention this statistic of 323% about cancer risk, so how is that figure arrived at”?

Andy Macnae MP: “I believe she is right, that was a study from the University of Lancashire or UCLAN, on behalf of the FBU, and I think that figure is about prostate cancer specifically but there’s at least three cancers with that sort of rate, some slightly less but it was pretty clear that there was significantly increased risk. And there were other stats there around breast cancer amongst female firefighters was way higher – it’s pretty shocking”. 

Minister Madders:  “and these studies are specifically about these chemicals”?

Andy Macnae MP:  “I think it’s a broad range but those chemicals clearly are a big part of it and it’s not just breathing – the absorption through skin as well. Some people think it’s only breathing but it’s not. But yes it’s about the built environment they face and furniture and chemicals are a massive part of that, not the only part but they’re a big part”.

Minister Madders:  “Ok. So I’m clear which chemicals are particularly problematic”?

Delyth:  “AMU: In the foam you’ve got TCPP which is a known carcinogen and melamine. TCPP has just been linked to cancer in a large US scientific study of mice.  Both of these chemicals are moving in Europe towards being restricted but we’re not there yet. In the top fabric the main chemical is decabromodyphenolethane”.

Minister Madders: “Sorry, could you say that again”?

Delyth:  “Yes decabromodyphenolethane. And it’s remarkably similar to its predecessors which have been banned”.

Minister Madders: “And the studies that you referred to on animals, was it all of these or specific chemicals that were looked at”?

Delyth: “There are thousands of studies on flame retardant chemicals, thousands, I could find a link for each and every one of these chemicals. They are coming out now. And I think we’ve reached the stage where the depth in the number of these studies is too difficult to overlook, whereas back in 1988 when this law came into place,  there wasn’t anywhere near that level of information.”

Minister Madders: “Have these studies looked at humans or just at animals”?

Delyth: “It would be unethical to pump the chemicals into humans!  However there are studies showing that the chemicals are present in breast milk in mothers in the UK more than anywhere else”.

Minister Madders: “Ok. So how long have these chemicals been used then”?

Delyth:  “Since the 80’s”.

Minister Madders: “Right. And they’ve been phased out in what most other countries”?
 
Delyth: “They’ve not been used in domestic environment in Europe. They used to be used in the domestic environment in the US but there was a big outcry in 2012 and the Governor of California was horrified by a study showing the chemicals can lead to a reduced IQ rate in children so they changed the law in California. He changed the law in California and the rest of the US followed suit. And now the US has a test where they leave a smouldering cigarette on a sofa for 45 minutes - they achieve a pass on this test by tightening the weave of the fabric or using fire barriers underneath. So they’ve seen a rise in fire deaths but those are linked to wildfires. They’ve not seen a rise in fire deaths in the home, and they’ve had over ten years of data to look at”.

APPG Hon. Sec. Ronnie King explained that as a former Chief Fire Officer for twenty years, with sixty four years involvement in ‘FIRE’ he had been delighted in the 1980’s following the Woolworth’s fire in Manchester; when Flame Retardants were introduced, which would bring down the increasing rate of fire deaths in the home. (at that time little was known about the impact of flame retardants on people’s health in everyday life).
More recently however we discovered that New Zealand had the same death rate per million population as the UK, yet they didn’t use flame retardants in furniture!!  This suggested that it was not necessarily flame retardants that was saving fire deaths, but good fire safety campaigns by local Fire Services, and the use of smoke detectors and more lately automatic fire sprinkler protection.  A single fire death in an automatic sprinkler protected building installed to the correct British standard, and operationally working (i.e. charged with water) is an extremely rare occurrence, with a multiple death almost unheard of anywhere.  Wales introduced a measure where every new domestic dwelling built is required to have automatic fire sprinkler protection installed, with Scotland working ever closer to that.  England is far behind.

We also received a copy of the Environmental Audit Committee’s 2019 Report “Toxic Chemicals in Everyday Life”:  Conclusions and Recommendations under the Chair ship of Mary Creagh MP.  (A copy of this report can be found via the link below – pages 66 to 73 inclusive)  

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmenvaud/1805/1805.pdf;  

The Department for Business and Trade under the last Government (Minister Kevin Hollinrake MP) had released a Government consultation with what was termed “A new Approach”.  This Group raised some concerns about this and we were not willing to support the “New Approach” consultation until we were satisfied that the recommendations of the 2019 Audit Committee Report had been fully implemented.

(A former Fire Minister (Kelly Tolhurst MP) had previously attended an APPG meeting and made it clear that Government supported the use of Flame Retardants. However her role in FIRE was quite a short period).

APPG Hon. Sec. Ronnie King went on to explain that former Business & Trade Minister Kevin Hollinrake exchanged correspondence with the Environmental Audit Committee Chairman at the time (Phillip Dunne MP) and offered a meeting with him to discuss the issues, and the APPG asked to join that meeting.   However a General Election was called and Phillip Dunne MP was not standing at the next Election, and it appeared that the EAC Chair ‘stalled’ any correspondence relating to this until he no longer had a role.

Ronnie King explained that his colleagues on the National Fire Chiefs Council who advise the Government department appear to be continuing to argue for flame retardants – that’s their advice.  But R King is one of those that has changed his views as an adviser to this all-party group and feels that we should not respond until we’re far more certain.
He said that if he was continuing to advise this committee he would be advising not to support the use of flame retardants in furniture upholstery because there was evidence of babies up to 2 years old (he understood) being exempted.  It was a certain part that the new regulations said to remove. So surely if we are protecting babies under 2yrs - he didn’t understand why it isn’t and only to remove that bit doesn’t make sense. He would be advising this group that this shouldn’t go forward and he was disappointed to a degree that we only had half an hour for this – you can’t really make the case in half an hour! 

He said: “I’m sorry for that. Minister I know you were a co-chair of the all-party group on leasehold reform and I know you had a great impact in that, in how the government responded. I think it’s important that you have the same thinking as this group which is advised by officers”. 

“Over here is my colleague who advised Sir Martin Moore-Bick on the Fire Aspects of the Grenfell Public inquiry, Professor Steve McGuirk CBE, QFSM, DL, MA, BA (Hons), BSc, F.I Fire E .  He’s a former Chief Fire Officer for Greater Manchester, he’s Chair of a Hospital Trust board and he’s Executive Officer of the Fire Sector Confederation, and Deputy Lord Lieutenant. So his background would be very useful and his advice would be very beneficial.   

Ronnie King  indicated that he’s the person who with the Group’s approval, will take over from him as Adviser and Hon. Sec. to the APPG at the Group’s AGM.     He will be an asset to this group, he may not be of the same view as RK on this he said,  “but I do believe that it’s an important enough subject, and I don’t think as a Chief Fire Officer who was all for flame retardants when they came in, I can’t be as keen to endorse them now.  I can’t be absolutely certain but I think so, and I wouldn’t like us at this time to endorse what the proposals are to move forward”. 
“I know that the National Fire Chiefs Council back in Kelly Tolhurst’s days, because she was Minister for Fire and came to this group, and she was advised by the National Fire Chiefs Council and I think she’s stuck behind that advice for a while and that view has remained for some time. But it’s a new approach and I believe it would be very helpful for this group for the new Minister to at least “hold it for a minute” and have another look at it with voices who have got a lot of experience”.
Lord John Hendy KC: said that it would be useful for APPG Members to have a CV from Professor McGuirk ahead of the Group’s AGM. (Professor McGuirk would provide this via the current Adviser/Hon. Sec. Ronnie King)  
Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP: “So at the moment as I understand it the consultation has been advertised”?
Richard Jude (Dept. for Business & Trade): “Initially it was put out in October 2023 in draft. Then the government published a policy paper in January reflecting on the evidence in the 2023 consultation, and actually reflected a lot of the issues raised today about the concerns linked to chemicals, fire safety, chemical safety, smoke toxicity and so on. In January it was about stakeholder engagement which is another issue”.
Sir Peter Bottomley: “Has the Health and Safety Executive looked at this, in terms of the safety of people at work such as firefighters? And what about the equivalent body for the home, given that all these things are in every home, given people of all ages are exposed to serious danger. That’s a question, Minister, you might want to ask”?

Minister Madders:  “Well I don’t have an exact answer on that one yet”. 
Richard Jude: “But we are in conversation with stakeholders about exposure. In terms of the product, chemical safety is with DEFRA, enforced again by HSE which is quite a big step up. The exposure to those manufacturing or living with them or for those exposed to fire the risk doesn’t stop entirely”. 
“The exposures are first of all people manufacturing using them, secondly those living with them, thirdly those exposed to fires and also the disposal and people who let out their homes”.

Minister Madders: “Can anyone enlighten me about what led to the Environment Agency policy on disposals”?

Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP: “Presumably it’s the exposure at sites where the chemicals are spreading their toxicity” –
Delyth: “Correct me  but I believe there was an Environment Agency report that concluded that 30% - 40% of furniture in British homes, contains POPs (persistent organic pollutants) these are flame retardant chemicals that are banned by the Stockholm convention and was it that that lead to the WUD’s”?
Richard Jude : “I’m not sure on the figure but certainly you’re right they considered the likelihood of furniture containing POPs because until a chemical is considered a POP its allowed to be used - and Delyth was talking about the cover fabric - and i’m not going to try to pronounce it - but that chemical has replaced one called Deca BDE which was banned in the last decade and until it was banned it was used quite frequently. So unless we can prove otherwise there’s no change”.
Delyth: “And at the moment the only way of checking whether a piece of furniture in the waste system does contain banned chemicals is  with an XFR machine. But it is difficult to be used in practice. So currently there is an assumption that all waste furniture contains banned POPs, so it all has to go for incineration at 800 degrees. The cost to the country is massive”.

Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP: “So how is all of this going to be taken forward, with the different departments involved? Who’s got superiority of decision-making”?

Minister Madders: “Well it’s not a straightforward decision to make, I think I’ve got the lead on this, so we are holding stakeholder roundtables as there are different views on this and we want all views represented at those meetings. We will make sure everyone’s views are represented in these meetings. It’s all about the balance of fire risk”.

Lord Goddard: “Can you explain to me this balance of risk?
There are different ways of manufacturing things quicker, that’s what happens, and what is the point of the chemicals?  Is there a way of stopping these chemicals igniting immediately? I can’t understand the rationale: it could be deadly, it might not be deadly, we might get rid of them, as opposed to actually  ‘you can get rid of them and have furniture which is perfectly safe if not safer that you can sell’! I need to understand why it’s so complicated that we need to have another three years of debate about it before we come to the inevitable conclusion that children are being damaged and it’s not even protecting the furniture - when it catches fire it catches fire. Could somebody explain to me why if there’s an argument for keeping the chemicals, what is that”?

Minister Madders: “That’s why we’ve got to have the roundtable, to establish that. There are people who put forward that these chemicals should be retained. Its a perfectly reasonable question to ask - are there other ways of dealing with this?”
“Well the question is are there other chemicals we could use instead, other ways of dealing with the risk of combustion that don’t have the side effects we’ve heard about”?

Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP: “I think the other issue that’s important here is from now on, manufacturers could argue, every home in the country has got items with these chemicals in. So do we say to private landlords for example, you’ve got to get rid of all that and get new furniture, or do you say when it’s worn out do you replace it with better ones? That’s another challenge. -  Kim, did you want to speak”?

Kim Johnson MP:  “Yes thank you. I’m Kim Johnson, Liverpool Riverside and I’m also the chair of the FBU parliamentary group. Delyth thanks for enlightening me today– every day’s a learning day here! I just wanted to raise an issue of sometimes firefighters going into factories, homes where there’s these chemicals and the concern that I have is that a lot of firefighters don’t have up-to-date equipment to deal with it. So it’s about how our public sector is adequately supported to deal with some of these issues”.
Hon. Admin. Sec. Ronnie King: “It’s certainly been previously raised with this group, inasmuch as we’ve had firefighters come here with cancer, who’ve since died, and at the time they were saying that this was a factor and it ought to be dealt with. There’s another issue of course, which is that if we can’t sell furniture to America or to Europe, as they don’t comply because they don’t use flame retardants, that means they’re at a disadvantage. Perhaps there’s a degree of selfishness in the market which is furniture manufacturers who might think that the advice they’re getting is coming from those who would benefit most from flame retardants being in there. I don’t know but there’s a question and I am unsure whether that is a factor, but they don’t have flame retardants in furniture in Europe or America and unfortunately by so doing they’re not able to compete here!! 

Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP:  “Thank you. Ok. Anyone else want to make a contribution or ask any questions”?   So what we’ll do is compile a view and submit it once approved in regards to these various aspects. Then if we can get a response that would be great. Anything else to tell us about while you’re here”?
And also who is taking charge of this DEFRA, HSE, Department of Business and Trade”?

To be clarified!!

Minister Madders: “Thanks very much for your time”.

JULY 2025
3rd July APPG Hon. Sec. received a request from Stewart Kidd for him to arrange a room in Parliament for The IFE Heritage Special Industry Group, which is combining with the members of the NFPA Cultural Resources committee to arrange a one day heritage fire safety event in September.  This will follow on from the Committee’s meeting in London on 16/17 September.
Stewart appreciated that the date is right in the middle of the party conference season but he . if there was any chance at all of the APPG sponsoring this as an event in the HoL?   
Not proceeded with on this occasion
4th July – Guidance - Residential Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans (Residential PEEPs) New regulations to improve the fire safety of disabled and vulnerable people in high rise and higher risk residential buildings.
From :Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
Published.  
11th July APPG Hon. Sec. received this notice from Bhavika Pinto - Implementation lead for the Building Safety Levy:

‘’OFFICIAL’’

Getting Ready for the Levy – laying of the draft Building Safety Levy Regulations publication of guidance and assessment of impact

‘Dear colleagues 
 
Thank you for contributing towards the policy development of the building safety levy.  

I am getting in touch with you to let you know that on 10 July 2025 we laid the draft Building Safety Levy Regulations The Building Safety Levy (England) Regulations 2025 before Parliament. The Regulations are subject to the affirmative procedure and are subject to debate and approval by Parliament. Subject to the will of Parliament, we expect the Parliamentary process to complete by Autumn 2025 and the Regulations once made provide that the levy will start being charged from 1 October 2026. 
We have also published operational guidance explaining how the levy will be charged, collected and passed back to central government. The guidance is aimed at a broad range of users, including the housebuilding sector, local authorities, registered building control approvers (RBCAs) and the Building Safety Regulator to help users understand their roles and what they will need to do from the launch date.  
Alongside the guidance, we have also published example proformas and flow charts to support stakeholders in their preparations for the levy.  All those involved in the building safety levy now have the information they need to prepare for 1st October 2026 levy launch in earnest.  
We published an assessment of impact and methodology note. The assessment of impact outlines the expected impacts, while the methodology note explains the five-step approach used to determine Levy rates set out in the regulations.  
A full list of the levy rates can be found here: Building Safety Levy: Guidance - Section 2: Levy rates and calculations - Guidance - GOV.UK  
My team have prepared a comprehensive engagement programme and will work with you and stakeholders in advance of the levy coming into effect on 1 October 2026. This includes regular regional meetings with local authorities, webinars on key topics and best practice sharing, as well as targeted support for RBCAs and developers. My team will work with representative bodies to raise awareness of the new requirements.   Local authorities with building control responsibilities will act as collection authorities. They will receive new burdens grant funding before the levy becomes operational to cover their preparation costs, and, going forward, will retain revenue to cover the costs incurred in administering the levy.  Details of the new burdens grant funding will be made available in due course.  
The Government is steadfast in committing to securing the swift remediation of buildings with historical building safety defects. The Building Safety Levy is a key part of the remediation funding package, which ensures the cost does not fall on leaseholders or further burden taxpayers. 
Today marks an important step towards implementing the levy. I thank you for your support and engagement in helping us to do this.   
If you have any queries, please contact buildingsafetylevy@communities.gov.uk;  
Bhavika Pinto. Implementation lead for the Building Safety Levy 
15th July Hon. Admin. Sec. attended Industry and Regulators’ Committee evidence session in Westminster – Building Safety Regulator – Oral evidence – Florence Eshalomi – Chair:
https://committees.parliament.uk/event/24755/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-session/;    
15th July – APPG Hon. Sec.Notified by Nick Coleshill of a Bedfordshire Retrofitted Bedroom Sprinkler Save - Bedroom fire within a residential purpose-built block of flats, caused by a lit cigarette extinguished by the operation of the premises' retrofitted residential system. BAFSA Chief Exec contacted local MP who sent an excellent letter to the Fire Minister – APPG Hon. Sec. has written to the MP to invite him to join the APPG and for him to attend the next meeting to speak about this.
16th July - As part of a new Remediation Acceleration Plan announced this week, building owners that do not meet the government’s new target for removing unsafe cladding could face unlimited fines or imprisonment.
In setting out the proposals, building safety minister Alex Norris and the National Housing Federation’s Chief Executive Kate Henderson have written an exclusive comment piece for ‘Inside Housing’ about how policy is changing so social and private sector landlords will have equal access to remediation funding, heralding a genuine partnership between the housing sector and the government.
The changes include a new national database for remediation that will be rolled out by Homes England to support regulators with up-to-date building safety data and help hold failing landlords to account.
However, the ‘End Our Cladding Scandal campaign group’ pointed out that there are still some gaps in the plans.
The government has promised to bring leaseholders and residents into their remediation plans but concern was raised this week that their views are still being overlooked.
City Hall promised that London’s new Joint Remediation Partnership Board will engage with residents and leaseholders after Inside Housing reported that none are being represented on it.
 
This concern about engagement came as Baroness Taylor, the Lords minister for housing and local government, said that a new national tenants’ body must move forward “as quickly as possible”.
The cost and challenge for the sector in meeting these new remediation deadlines is going to be immense. Major house builder Barratt Redrow reported a downturn in its completions due to a slowdown in its London businesses, as it posted revised remediation costs of £248m.
 
The new plans come as fresh data from the Building Safety Regulator (BSR) revealed that 69% of applications were rejected because they lacked detail, did not show legal standards would be met, or were withdrawn by the applicant.
This data was released before Dame Judith Hackitt set out during an inquiry session how developers have “played a part” in creating the backlog of homes at the BSR due to the poor quality of their schemes.
 
Ahead of the government’s new remediation timeline, survivors and bereaved families of the Grenfell Tower fire have described the government’s decision to block the reintroduction of the Hillsborough Law as an “outrage”.
The anger from Grenfell United came after Labour MP Ian Byrne introduced the original version of the law to the House of Commons for a second reading.
 
On delivery, questions remain about the viability of the government’s new Affordable Homes Programme after an analysis found that it could deliver 56,000 fewer affordable homes compared to the previous decade.
How to ramp up development when three-quarters of construction firms struggle to recruit amid rising costs and stricter immigration laws was the subject of a new report by City & Guilds. The report suggested that a critical shortage of skilled workers will seriously impact the government’s ability to deliver 1.5 million new homes by 2029.
 
At the same time, the Housing Minister admitted in another inquiry session that less than 10% of an estimated 17,400 uncontracted Section 106 homes in England and Wales have gone through Homes England’s clearing service since it was created six months ago.
Housing Minister Matthew Pennycook MP also promised that the government’s long-term housing strategy will address the “financialisation of housing” and end overreliance on speculative development.
 
And mayors across England will get new powers to speed up housebuilding in their areas under the government’s devolution bill.
Concern does remain, however, from supported housing providers, which have warned that their services could close under planned government regulations.
 
There was an interesting suggestion from a report backed by Sir Vince Cable that the government should look at making “modest” changes to tax policies to help free up existing homes rather than focusing solely on new builds.
 
One of the Labour government’s first moves to unstick housebuilding was a new designation of ‘grey belt’, or low-quality areas on the green belt where it would now allow homes to be built. Inside Housing visited one site that has just won approval to find out more.
 
On the regulatory front, the Regulator of Social Housing has set out how a poor understanding of tenants’ homes has been an “important theme” in governance downgrades, as the failing has contributed to almost three-quarters of all C3 and C4 consumer judgements.
Five things were learned from the Remediation Acceleration Plan
The government has published the details of its long-awaited Remediation Acceleration Plan. Stephen Delahunty pores over the 22 new commitments:
Grenfell fire barrier supplier removed from council’s list of banned firms following legal challenge
Building control panel flags ‘unreasonable circumstances’ commercial bodies return work to councils
Guinness unveils £300m building remediation framework
Unlimited fines or prison for building owners that miss new deadline for unsafe cladding removal
National remediation database set up as government revises down number of unidentified unsafe blocks
RICS issues warning to members over misuse of credentials
MPs accuse insurer and freeholder of keeping residents ‘in the dark’ over Dagenham fire
Developers must take some blame for BSR’s 30,000-home logjam, Dame Hackitt says
Completions down at Barratt Redrow as remediation costs reach £248m
Building safety minister and National HF exclusive: equal access to building safety funding is a watershed moment for social housing’
Building safety minister Alex Norris and NHF CEO Kate Henderson herald a genuine partnership between the sector and government. 
25th July  APPG Hon. Sec. received the following Written Answers 
To questions asked of the Secretary of State for Housing:
Kevin Hollinrake Party Chair, Conservative Party
To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, with reference to her Department's press release entitled Reforms to Building Safety Regulator to accelerate housebuilding, published on 30 June 2025, if she will set out how Building Safety Regulator processes will change under the Fast Track Process; and what steps she is taking to reform the Building Safety Regulator (a) to implement the Fast Track Process (b) more broadly.
Kevin Hollinrake Party Chair, Conservative Party
To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, what criteria will be used to determine eligibility for the Building Safety Regulator's fast track process.
Hansard source (Citation: HC Deb, 25 July 2025, 
Kevin Hollinrake Party Chair, Conservative Party:
To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, if she will make it her policy to publish regular reports on the outcomes of the fast track process of the Building Safety Regulator).
ANSWERS:
Alex Norris Parliamentary Under-Secretary (Housing, Communities and Local Government)
The new Fast Track process established within the Building Safety Regulator (BSR) will launch on 4 August and will initially focus on new-build applications before being broadened to include other application categories once the effectiveness of the process has been proven.
The Fast Track process will expedite the building control process by bringing in expertise in-house, whilst still assuring the delivery of safe, high-quality buildings. BSR has increased the level of feedback and two- These datasets can be found here: Building Safety Regulator building control approval application data October 2023 to March 2025 - GOV.UK.way discussion with applicants and is also approving applications with requirements in appropriate circumstances thereby enabling work to commence whilst still ensuring building regulations compliance will be demonstrated.
BSR is now publishing regular data which sets out application volumes and processing times. 
22nd July APPG Hon. Sec. circulated a copy of the DRAFT minutes of the APPG meeting held on 24th June which included an item on Toxic Chemicals in Everyday Life – to be read in conjunction with the minutes of the meeting.  The minutes from the meeting were shared at the NFSN meeting with a link to the key points made:-  The important section to read is contained in pages 57-73 “Toxic Chemicals in Everyday Life.”
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmenvaud/1805/1805.pdf 
28th July APPG Hon. Sec. notified by ‘Inside Housing’ that the Upper Tribunal has thrown out an appeal by freeholder ‘Triplark’ to dump its litigation and other legal costs on the service charge at Northwood Hall, in Archway, North London. Some 68 leaseholders have escaped £55,492.23 legal costs run up by their controversial landlord, who among other matters is seeking to recoup expenditure authorised by a section 24 court appointed manager.  The decision given has added relevance as the government is consulting on reform to balance legal costs in leasehold litigation: so often landlords win disputes because of their ability to impose legal costs under the lease, while leaseholders can never receive legal costs, unless they can overcome the near impossible hurdle of proving unreasonable conduct by their landlord   - .Continue reading Leaseholders escape £55,000 legal bill dumped on the service charge by Triplark – as reforms seek to balance arms in leasehold litigation at Leasehold Knowledge Partnership.
28th July is the end of the APPG’s reporting year ahead of an AGM being arranged after Summer Recess, and Party Conferences.
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Fire Sector
Confederation

ICC at Next Forum

ey
20,

The next Members’
Forum will be a

virtual meeting from
14:00-16:00 on 20th
August. We are
delighted that Jon
Vanstone, Chair of the
Industry Competence Committee has
agreed to join us to update members on
the ICC’s work.

An agenda and joining details will be
emailed to members in due course in
advance of the meeting.

Sports Ground Safety
Network

Our Sports Ground
Special Interest (Fire
Safety) Network is
up and running after
nearly forty
stakeholders from
sports venues across the country took part
in its recent inaugural meeting.

The group is chaired by Paul Brunt, Fire
Safety Manager at Manchester United
Football Club, and aims to bring together a
range of stakeholders, including The
Sports Grounds Safety Authority (SGSA),
fire safety officers, fire equipment
suppliers, fire safety expertise service
providers, sports ground authorities and
local authorities to share knowledge and
expertise that will prevent fires and
enhance safety at sports grounds.

The new initiative follows several months
of planning by Fire Sector Confederation
Executive Director, Steve McGuirk with
Paul Brunt and Tim Burgin of the SGSA.
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Confederation News

Conference tickets
on sale

Tickets are now on sale for this year’s Fire
Conference on 13th November at the QE2
Centre in Westminster.
Confederation members
receive a £50 discount
and can secure their
tickets here.

The event will include

an early look at the UK’s new administration
and what it means for fire safety policy and
the construction of homes; planned changes
to Approved Document B and the Building
Safety Regulator’s updates; and rural and
urban wildfire resilience, with an international
panel exploring the latest global responses
to this growing threat.

Delegates will also hear reflections on the
Phase Two Grenfell Tower report, and a
compelling case study on the Moss Landing
battery storage facility fire in California.

Breakout sessions will provide more
focused discussion on topics including:

The future of construction product
testing

Qualification and competency
requirements for fire risk assessors

Managing the risks of lithium-ion
batteries

Resident safety — how are we measuring
success?

Emerging risks and evolving British
Standards



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/fire-conference-2025-tickets-1329783079989?aff=FSC



New Officers

At our AGM in April, members were
advised of the new structural
arrangements as we transition to
operating as a charity. As part of this
process John Spencer, Steve McGuirk,
Steve Hamm, Paul McKevitt and
Andrew Lynch have been appointed as
trustees of the charity.

We will continue to operate with an

advisory board that includes the above
members along with lan Moore (FIA),
Gavin Dunn (FPA), Peter Capelhorn
(CPA).

Paul McKevitt will take over the role of

Treasurer from Dave Russell. Dave has
decided to retire after undertaking the
role for many years. We are indebted to
his commitment and support throughout
that time and wish him a very happy
retirement.

ICC Seeks Feedback

The Industry Competence Committee
(ICC) has published its Annual Report
setting out progress made against its
strategic objectives and work plan in its
first full operating year.

The report also provides an overview of

the ICC's planned work for the year
ahead.

The ICC is looking for feedback
on principles about how individual

competence could be demonstrated and

how organisations could manage the
competence of those working for them.
The feedback form is available to
download here.

Grenfell Progress
Report

The Government has
published its first
progress report on the
Grenfell Tower Inquiry:
Phase 2
recommendations with a commitment
to publish progress reports quarterly
until all recommendations have been
implemented.

Full details are available here.

Fire Engineers
Advisory Panel

The Government has published details
of the membership of its expert
advisory panel established to provide
advice to government on the fire
engineering profession. Details are
available here.

Diary Dates

Forum meetings:

August 20th (virtual)

November 6th (virtual)




https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/fire-engineers-advisory-panel

mailto:executive@firesectorfederation.co.uk

https://www.linkedin.com/company/71463486/admin/feed/posts/

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grenfell-tower-inquiry-government-progress-report/progress-report-summary-update

https://www.linkedin.com/company/71463486/admin/page-posts/published/
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                                ALL- PARTY PARLIAMENTARY FIRE SAFETY & RESCUE GROUP
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Chairman and Officer– Bob Blackman CBE MP – Vice Chair and Officer – Mary Glindon MP 

                          Co-Vice Chairs and Officers – Baroness Brinton – Lord Goddard                 

                  Co-Vice Chairs: Lord John Hendy KC – Rt. Hon. Sir Desmond Swayne MP

                       Adviser & Hon Secretary: Ronnie King OBE, O.St.J, QFSM, F.I.Fire E

                         Email: kingrb@parliament.uk; Telephone: Mobile: 07836 266614



ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY FIRE SAFETY & RESCUE GROUP MEETING WITH MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT RIGHTS, COMPETITION and MARKETS, JUSTIN MADDERS MP - DATE AND VENUE: 24th JUNE 2025 

                            HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT WESTMINSTER 

                                        (Lords Committee Room 4A)

   

                                                        At 3.15pm                                      FINAL DRAFT

· 

                                                        AGENDA

              

1. Welcome to Minister and Members from APPG Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP



2. Apologies for absence – Fire Adviser & Hon. Sec. R King

 

3. To approve the minutes of the 19th March 2025 meeting with Electrical SafetyFirst and NFCC Lead on Battery Energy Storage Systems – Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP



4. Matters arising from the minutes of the – 19th March APPG Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP 





5. [bookmark: _Hlk192290928]Foam Filled Furniture Regulations – Correspondence with Minister at Department for Business and Trade – Justin Madders MP – Update – APPG Adviser & Hon. Sec. R King



6. Any other Urgent Business – APPG Chairman

a) Invitation for APPG Members to visit Ukraine. (Ukraine Ambassador invitation letter refers)

b) Electrical SafetyFirst invitation for APPG members to dinner. (Invitation letter refers)



7. Next Meeting – July 2025 
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%\J:/ Justin Madders MP
?_f_‘)’gii Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
38y ¥
2

Department for Business and Trade

Department for gcljdmAirgwrglltgcgundmg
Business & Trade Whitehall

London SW1A 2DY

+44 (0) 20 7215 5000

E madders@businessandtrade.gov.uk

W www.gov.uk

Bob Blackman MP 22 January 2025
Chair, Fire Safety and Rescue APPG

House of Commons

London

SWI1A 0AA

Dear Bob,

A PRODUCT SAFETY POLICY PAPER - The Fire Safety of Domestic Upholstered
Furniture

| am writing to you in your role as the Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Fire
Safety and Rescue to inform you of the publication of a policy paper setting out important
progress in the Government’s review of the regulations concerning the fire safety of domestic
upholstered furniture. It follows a consultation held by the previous Government, Smarter
Regulation: Consultation on the new approach to the fire safety of domestic upholstered
furniture, which closed on 24 October 2023.

The policy paper sets out immediate action the Government is taking to amend the Furniture
and Furnishings (Fire) (Safety) Regulations 1988 (the FFRs) and key proposals which require
further exploration and development in collaboration with stakeholders before the
implementation of the new regulations.

The regulations were introduced as a safety measure to respond to the increasing number of
furniture fire-related deaths from the 1960s to the 1980s. The FFRs have significantly
contributed to the reduction in the number of fire deaths since their introduction, but it is
important to update the regulations to keep pace with product innovation. Evidence has also
emerged over a number of years about the risks associated with the chemical flame
retardants used to pass flammability tests.

The paper sets out the Government’s intentions for the implementation of a new regulatory
approach, highlights areas of broad stakeholder consensus and provides an update on the
outstanding challenges. We will work with businesses, trade associations and other key
stakeholders this year to finalise key elements of the policy.

Ahead of that work, the Government will act now to remove a number of baby products from
scope of the FFRs. The products being removed are not exposed to the same risks of
accidental ignition, by cigarettes or similar ignition sources, as the items of furniture that will
remain in scope. This change enables us to reduce the risk of exposure to chemical flame
retardants to babies and young children at a significant stage in their development, where the
fire risk is lower than the chemical exposure risk. The fire safety of these products will still be
regulated, instead encompassed by the General Product Safety Regulations. We will also



mailto:madders@businessandtrade.gov.uk

http://www.gov.uk/



remove the requirement to attach a display label, reducing labelling costs to businesses
without impacting on consumer safety, and increase the time limit for enforcement authorities
to institute legal proceedings from six to twelve months.

Alongside the policy paper, we will also publish a summary of responses to the 2023
consultation. | will place copies of the policy paper in the Libraries of both Houses, and it will
be published on gov.uk.

| would like to thank you and the All-Party Parliamentary Group for your engagement
throughout the ongoing review of the regulations and | hope you find this update useful.

Yours sincerely,

m //[/ Cf‘ﬁd/\'

/

JUSTIN MADDERS MP
Minister for Employment Rights, Competition and Markets
Department for Business and Trade
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