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          ALL-PARTY PARLIAMENTARY FIRE SAFETY & RESCUE GROUP 
  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - DATE AND VENUE: 15th OCTOBER 2025 
                      HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT WESTMINSTER 
                                 (Portcullis House Room “P” )   
 
                                                  At 3.00pm
                                                           
                                                                  DRAFT MINUTES
1. [bookmark: _Hlk212082264]The External Chair appointed by ‘Ways and Means’ Office Dr Rosena Allin-Khan MP attended the start of the meeting to ensure that the meeting was compliant with the Rules for APPG’s, using an official Government ‘Checklist’ provided on the day by the Hon. Sec. of the APPG, Ronnie King (at the request of “Ways and Means Office), which covered the following items:
(i) That the meeting was QUORATE  - (minimum eight members, to include at least one MP). 
Attendees were as follows:
Bob Blackman CBE MP
Mary Glindon MP
Lord Goddard
Lord John Hendy KC
Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP
Ann Davies MP
Kim Johnson MP
Apsana Begum MP
Andy Slaughter MP
Andy Macnae MP
Dave Robertson MP
Earl of Lytton
Baroness Blackstone       (Total 13)  So it was confirmed QUORATE

                       Attending Advisers:
                       Ronnie King OBE
                       Sir Peter Bottomley
                       Tom Roche
                       Prof. Steve McGuirk CBE (subject to confirmation under agenda
                       item 5)

                       Others
                       Harriett Shoosmith – PA to Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP
                       Apologies:
Baroness Brinton
Rt. Hon. Sir Desmond Swayne TD VR MP
Joe Powell MP
Baroness Grey-Thompson
Mary Foy MP
Lord Jim Knight
Iqbal Mohamed MP
Jim Shannon MP
Chris Webb MP
Rachael Maskell MP
Helena Dollimore MP
Lord Michael Naseby
Lord Don Foster

(ii) That the Group elects the CHAIR – THREE other Officers and No More (Nominations were as follows:
Bob Blackman CBE MP
Mary Glindon MP
Lord Goddard
Baroness Brinton)
– to be voted on at the meeting by a show of hands. Where appropriate, officers can be voted in absentia.
The Four Officers were voted in unanimously – including Baroness Brinton who was absent due to a serious family member illness

(iii) That the Group must approve the Income and Expenditure Statements (signed copies attached – having been made available ahead of the Meeting)
(These were accepted and approved)

(iv) That the Group must approve it’s Annual Report (a signed copy had been made available to everyone ahead of the Meeting)
(The Annual Report was accepted and approved)

(v) That the Group must approve its ‘Due Diligence’ Statement in relation to foreign Government funding (signed copy had been made available ahead of the Meeting)
The signed ‘Due Diligence Statement’ was accepted and approved.
(The External Chair Dr Rosena Allin-Khan MP, on being satisfied of the meeting being compliant with the Rules for an APPG AGM, she handed over to the Chairman of the APPG (Fire Safety & Rescue) Bob Blackman CBE MP to proceed with the remainder of the meeting), and left the meeting.
APPG Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP formally welcomed everyone to the meeting, and reminded members that this meeting sadly coincided with the date of the murder of the Group’s former Chairman (the late Sir David Amess MP), in October 2021, who had been a passionate and committed member of the Group since its inception.  He has been sorely missed. 
2. To approve the DRAFT minutes of the Inaugural Meeting held on 29th July 2024 – (a copy having been attached to the agendas and sent to attendees) and to consider any matters arising.
These were approved by the members and there were no matters arising.


3.  To confirm the Group’s two Vice Chairs (carried over from the July 29th 2024 Inaugural Meeting):

Lord John Hendy KC
Sir Desmond Swayne TD VR - MP 

This was unanimously approved.

4. To confirm the Group’s minimum TWENTY MEMBERS:

Bob Blackman CBE MP – Chair and Officer
Mary Glindon MP - 
Baroness Brinton
Lord Goddard
Sir Desmond Swayne TD VR - MP – Co Vice Chair
Lord John Hendy KC – Co Vice Chair
Kim Johnson MP
Sir Geoffrey Clifton Brown MP
Andy Slaughter MP
Mary Foy MP
Baroness Grey-Thompson
Apsana Begum MP 
Earl of Lytton 
Joe Powell MP 
Ann Davies MP 
Chris Webb MP
Andy MacNae MP
Iqbal Mohamed MP 
Jim Shannon MP
Lord Jim Knight 
Rachael Maskell MP
Dave Robertson MP 
Lord Naseby
Baroness Blackstone (subject to consideration by the Noble Baroness)
(24 MEMBERS)

5. To appoint Professor Stephen  McGuirk CBE, QFSM, DL, MA, BA(Hons), BSc. FIFire E (copy CV previously circulated) to replace Ronnie King as the Group’s Hon. Sec. and Fire Adviser, who is retiring following 14 years in this role with almost 64 yrs involvement in FIRE.

The Chairman explained that there had been an informal process of vetting and a series of meetings and discussions in recent months to give consideration to this appointment, which came strongly recommended by the present incumbent and professional colleagues. 
Professor McGuirk gave a short summary of his Fire Career and his approach to the role and responsibility.
The appointment was formally approved, and the Chairman and members wanted to also express their appreciation for the work and professionalism shown over the years by the retiring Adviser/Hon. Sec. Ronnie King, and wished him well in his retirement.

To re-appoint the following Group Advisers:

Brian Robinson CBE – former London Fire Commissioner
Tom Roche – FM Global Insurance
Sir Peter Bottomley – former ‘Father of the House’
Mike Wood BA (Hons) Oxon. F.I.Fire E
Jane Duncan OBE – Chair RIBA Expert Fire Panel
John Cole CBE - RIBA Expert Fire Panel
Paul Bussey - RIBA Expert Fire Panel

This was unanimously approved 

6. Baroness Blackstone attended the meeting at the request of the outgoing Adviser/Hon. Sec, to sign and present to APPG Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP a new copy of a book written by her father, Geoffrey V Blackstone CBE GM; who was a former Chief Fire Officer – Hertfordshire Fire Brigade.  The original Foreword was written by the Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, with Baroness Blackstone writing the Foreword to the FPA Jubilee Edition.

The presentation took place with Baroness Blackstone giving some further background and history behind her father and the connections to FIRE. She also related some other personal experiences.

The Chairman and members thanked the noble Baroness for this kind gesture and hoped that it would be widely read by members of the Group.

7. Any other Urgent Business:  APPG Chairman Bob Blackman CBE MP

There was none.

The meeting ended at 3.20pm.
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