
 
 

September 2025 Report 
 

 

A September highlight was a conference organised by Youcef and kindly hosted by AXA in 

Paris. Another was the seminar at Safety Expo organised by the Italian Fire Sprinkler Network. 

I gave a presentation at the International Water Mist Conference in Manchester, where we had 

a useful meeting about third party installer certification in the UK. Meanwhile the EFSN 

Technical Committee met to discuss progress with standards and various technical issues. 

 

 

FSI 2026 

Fire Sprinkler International 2026 will be held on 22-23 April in the fully protected Paris 

Marriott Rive Gauche Hotel & Conference Centre. As previously reported, all the sponsorship 

options have been taken but there are still exhibition spaces available. If you are interested in 

exhibiting, please contact Dee Dundon deedundon@outlook.com. We plan to open online 

delegate registration in December and to publish the programme in January. In September I 

visited the venue again with Dee Dundon to agree various points. We have also issued a call 

for papers and formed a programme committee. 

 

 

Vid Fire-Kill 

I am delighted to announce that Vid Fire-Kill, a leading water mist company based in Denmark, 

has joined the EFSN. 

 

 

EFSN Technical Committee 

The EFSN Technical Committee met online to review progress with standards and other 

technical questions. We also formed a programme committee for FSI 2026. Please let me know 

if you did not receive the minutes and would like to be added to the distribution list. 

 

 

Belgium 

The BFSN board met online and among other things agreed a position statement in response to 

a question raised by ANPI about the combination of sprinkler and smoke control systems in 

industrial buildings. The proposal is that when quick response sprinklers are used, there is no 

need for a smoke control system. Currently this exemption only applies for ESFR sprinklers. 

 

On 7 October the BFSN will host a seminar in Gent. Inge expects 120 delegates or more, 

growing the event from the 80 delegates last year. 

 

The BFSN annual general meeting will take place near Brussels on 24 November. 

 

 

  

  

mailto:deedundon@outlook.com
https://vidfirekill.dk/
https://bfsn.eu/


France 

I attended a successful conference organised by Youcef and hosted by AXA in Paris. 120 

delegates attended in person and another 30 online. We are grateful for the support of AXA for 

this event. The Paris Fire Brigade presented the new combination of fire safety measures for 

Notre Dame while Marioff presented the water mist system fitted in the cathedral. This was 

followed by a panel on water mist. In the afternoon CNPP discussed the fire risks from lithium-

ion batteries and Equans presented its system for remote monitoring of sprinkler systems. 

 

While in Paris, Dee and I visited Vinci Energies, the Platinum Sponsor of FSI 2026. 

 

 

Italy 

The Italian Fire Sprinkler Network, IFSN, had a stand at Safety Expo in Bergamo. It also hosted 

a seminar at this event on ‘The Green Economy’. 22 companies have signed membership 

contracts and been invoiced, while contracts have been sent to another 21 companies. Each 

year the IFSN will organise 4-5 two-hour seminars, set in major Italian cities and also available 

online. A major conference will be held once a year. These events will help to raise the profile 

of the IFSN and of sprinklers. 

 

The IFSN also aims to provide a course on the new EN 12845-2. BAFSA in the UK plans to 

provide such a course online later in 2026 and this could be made available in Italian. 

Meanwhile BAFSA will look at making its free, ‘Awareness of Automatic Fire Sprinkler 

Systems’ course available in Italian. This may be a useful introduction to sprinklers for Italian 

officials. Looking ahead, BAFSA will create a course for the new EN 12845-1. Like other 

courses, it will be available online and could be made available in other languages. IFSN 

members have said their designers need such training and that they are prepared to pay for it.  

 

The IFSN will work with UMAN, an Italian fire trade association, to convince the fire brigade 

(the AHJ in Italy) to require that companies that install and maintain fire protection systems 

should be accredited. This is a medium-term goal but the fire brigade is open to hearing the 

case. Meanwhile, from 25 September 2026 those who conduct maintenance on fire protection 

systems must have an accreditation from the fire brigade. 

 

I learned while in Italy that there is a proposal to revise the Italian fire protection code to require 

sprinklers more widely in underground car parks. I hope to communicate more details soon. 

 

 

Netherlands 

John participated in a meeting of the panel which is drafting NTA 6125, guidance for building 

with wood. In the current draft, if sprinklers are fitted there is no need to encapsulate the wood, 

for buildings up to 13 m in height. This also applies for buildings up to 20 m in height if divided 

into compartments of 150 m2. We believe that this height limit could be extended and John is 

making the case for that. 

 

John took part in many meetings during the month, perhaps the most significant being an SFPE 

event where he invited researchers from Bengt Dahlgren in Sweden who presented in Salzburg 

to present their carbon life cycle analyses that take account the reductions in fire emissions 

with sprinklers. At present this benefit of sprinklers is ignored in the Dutch LCA methodology. 

John also took part in seminars on healthcare fire safety and fire protection of cultural heritage, 

had articles published on these topics and visited several of his members. 

https://www.safetyexpo.it/en/home
https://training.bafsa.org.uk/course/32f7813341a9f61a/sprinkler-saves.aspx
https://training.bafsa.org.uk/course/32f7813341a9f61a/sprinkler-saves.aspx


 

The VSI is organising a seminar in Utrecht on 28 January 2026. 

 

 

Spain 

In Madrid two firefighters suffered burns and seven others lesser injuries when a false ceiling 

collapsed as a result of a kitchen fire. In Santander a patient suffered burns and others from 

smoke inhalation due to a hospital fire. There were also fires in a home for the elderly in Mérida 

and in a special educational centre in Madrid, as well several major industrial fires. 

 

We have received a draft protocol for the fire tests to be conducted in Málaga. The aim of these 

tests will be to show that sprinklers can prevent the spread of fire and smoke within a building. 

Test scenarios will include fires inside and outside the building. 

 

The government has published a draft guide for the application of the Industrial Building Code. 

 

Training for firefighters from the Madrid Community is scheduled for 9 October. 

 

 

United Kingdom 

I gave a presentation at the International Water Mist Association conference, which this year 

was held in Manchester. While there I, representatives of BAFSA and the FIA met several 

IWMA board members to discuss our proposals for professional qualifications for water mist 

system designers and third-party accreditation of water mist installers. Similar schemes exist 

in other countries. We found broad agreement on the need for such a scheme and look forward 

to working together to introduce it. 

 

 

CEN TC/191/WG5 (sprinklers) 

At a meeting in Basel we continued reading through the draft revision of EN 12845-1. We 

expect to complete the process at a meeting in Madrid in November. After that the standard 

can go to CEN to begin the enquiry. There will be a delay while translation takes place and 

drawings are updated. We will also need to ask for a new work item since the old one expired 

long ago. 

 

Meanwhile an amendment to the current edition of EN 12845 is out for enquiry until 

November. It introduces references to EN 12845 Parts 2 and 3, as well as to EN 17451. If there 

are no technical enquiry comments we can skip the formal vote and go for publication. 

 

EN 12259-14, the component standard for residential sprinklers, has been confirmed for 

another five years. 

 

 

CEN TC/191/WG10 (water mist) 

EN 14972 parts 8 and 9, the fire test protocols for machinery spaces above and up to 260 m3 

respectively, have been confirmed for another five years. EN 14972-2 and EN 14972-13, fire 

test protocols for shopping centres and wet benches respectively, will now be sent for formal 

vote. prEN 17450-4, a test protocol for deluge valves and actuators, will be sent for the CEN 

enquiry. A work item will be requested for prEN 14972-22, a fire test protocol for 

https://sprinkler.nl/vsi-seminar-waardering-van-sprinklers-28-januari-2026/
https://www.elmundo.es/madrid/2025/09/16/68c95f31e85ecec5048b45a7.html
https://www.lavanguardia.com/local/cantabria/20250904/11028108/cama-incendiada-valdecilla-area-psiquiatria-hay-mas-afectados-humo-agenciaslv20250904.html
https://www.elperiodicoextremadura.com/merida/2025/09/12/incendio-residencia-mayores-miedo-121517543.html
https://www.diarioderivas.es/incendio-sede-de-proteccion-civil-maria-isabel-zulueta/
https://industria.gob.es/es-es/participacion_publica/Paginas/DetalleParticipacionPublica.aspx?k=739


“electronically activated targeting nozzles” as will a preliminary work item for a revision of 

EN 14972-1, the design and installation standard. 

 

 

CEN TC/127/WG8 (fire engineering) 

WG8 met online and completed work on the draft of the Technical Specification on how 

building control can review fire safety engineering designs. It will now go to CEN for enquiry. 

During the meeting we also received some details of the research conducted by Efectis and 

RISE on behalf of Fire-Safe Europe on how and when fire safety inspections are conducted on 

new and existing buildings, in different countries. 

 

 

Foam 

The European Commission has published a regulation allowing a concentration up to 0.001% 

by weight of PFOA ‘where they are present in fluorine-free fire-fighting foam and originate 

from fire-fighting equipment which has undergone cleaning in accordance with the best 

available techniques’. While this allowance for a higher concentration of PFOA should make 

it easier to replace AFFF with fluorine-free foam in an existing system, there is also a date limit 

for the exemption of 3 August 2028. 

 

 

Sprinkler Outlook 

We received the remaining articles for Sprinkler Outlook and will publish in October. 

 

 

Next Steps 

1) Attend an event in Paris hosted by CLF-Satrem. 

2) Attend a seminar at the Dutch Institute of Physical Safety. 

3) Attend the BFSN conference in Gent. 

4) Publish Sprinkler Outlook. 

5) Host an EFSN council meeting in London. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2025/1399/oj/eng

