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Sprinkler Saves UK

Sprinkler saves tell a story they bring the incident to life

Credit SYFRS

➢ Each Sprinkler Save captured provides a real-world example of the power of fire sprinklers. 

➢ These are real and tangible examples.

➢ Where sprinklers have contained/controlled  or in some cases extinguished a fire.

➢ Minimising property damage, protecting the environment, the lives of firefighters and members of the 
public.

Hosted and coordinated 



  Objective of reporting sprinkler saves?

 To influence policymakers to make change making sprinklers the norm not the exception following the lead of Wales/Scotland 

 To entice those in business, housing providers, architects and residents on the benefits of sprinklers, driving a culture so the benefits of sprinklers are 
understood

 Providing an extra tool/resource in our locker  promoting  the benefits of sprinklers, the outcome of which will see a greater inclusion of Sprinklers in the 
built environment in the UK.

 

                         

                                        



         Agenda

➢Promoting sprinkler saves

➢Reporting sprinkler saves to MP’s

➢CPD, Awareness of Automated Fire Sprinkler Systems

➢Sprinkler save reviews



Promoting Sprinkler Saves

 Sprinkler saves website, quarterly updates, annual review BAFSA communications, LinkedIn social media etc.

 NFSN/NFCC, promoted on their websites

Can we do more?

➢ Consideration for the NFSN to inform the membership of individual sprinkler saves, publications via email.

 

➢ FRS sprinkler leads, actively promoting activations/publications to their FRS communication teams, colleagues.

➢ Sprinkler saves to be more predominately promoted on FRS/Sprinkler company websites.  

➢ Informing housing associations, local councils ?

➢ Targeting key decision makers such as the housing minister?

 Informing MP



Sprinkler Saves Update No 6 Winter 2024 

Round up of news and activities from Sprinkler Saves Uk

➢ Emollient cream, Brighton Assisted living complex activation

➢ Incense candle, Nottinghamshire student accommodation fire

➢ Reporting sprinkler saves to MP’s

➢ South Wales retrofitting sprinkler save 13 years after installation

➢ LFB September sprinkler activations update

We need your support to promote this and future publications

➢ To your network

➢ Stakeholders, partners, housing associations, councils
➢ Workforce, principal officers

The outcome of which will create/traction for the reporting of sprinkler 

activations



Reporting Sprinkler Saves to MP’s

 

 Are we targeting the appropriate audience allowing a greater inclusion of Sprinklers in the built environment in the UK?

• Communication forwarded to local MP 

• Nadia Whittome MP informed of October, Nottingham student accommodation fire.

• Objective, educating/promoting the benefits of sprinklers

• Influencing policy makers

Credit image NFRS
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       Educate And In Form 

    Awareness of Automated Fire Sprinkler Systems

 Online CPD accredited course developed by BAFSA

 Resource to upskill people on the benefits of sprinklers

 Educate and Inform

 Puts the myths to bed

 Highlight’s the vital role Automated Fire Sprinkler Systems play in protecting 
people and property. 

 The benefits, types of systems and components used 

 How these are matched to meet the individual requirements of of the 
buildings, contents and people they will protect.

Ruth Oliver, skills & qualifications.       Email, qualifications@bafsa.org.uk



Sprinkler Saves Review 2024-2025
➢ Publication date May 2025, in conjunction with sprinkler week?

➢ Foreword NFCC Chairman 
➢ Promoted by BAFSA comms/marketing 
➢ Consideration 

• NFSN Communication promoting this publication to its membership
• FRS Sprinkler leads informing comms teams

Focusing on 

➢ Case studies of 12 individual key sprinkler activations.
➢ Interrogating primary fire incident data for the period 2022-2023 where sprinklers were present having an impact.

➢ IRS data

Demonstrating how and why sprinklers make a difference to people, property and the environment when it comes to fire 

safety. 



Sprinklers reported as present, having an impact from April 2024

• Sprinkler system coverage was not provided within the fire affected area

• Insufficient heat from the fire to activate the sprinkler head

Sprinklers Present Sprinklers Activated Sprinklers did not actuate

Reason system did not actuate 



Sprinklers reported as present, having an impact within  purpose-built block of flats 

Greater London Tall Residential fire 

• 1x private balcony system did not contain/control the fire

• Unable to have an immediate detrimental effect on firefighting as sprinkler protection was not provided on 
the balcony 

• Iintensity of the fire resulted in the glazing adjacent to the balcony failing, allowing internal fire to spread 
within the flat resulting in the activation of 4 sprinkler heads 

• Balcony was destroyed and a small part of the five roomed flat on the 25th floor was damaged by fire

• Accidental caused by the unsafe disposal of smoking materials 

 

Location of fire Ignition source

Impact of system 



Greater Manchester Tall Building Kitchen Activation 

• November 2024.

• Fire confirmed within a 17-storey tall residential building.

• The seat of the fire was within a one-bedroom apartment, Involving a pan 

of oil which caught light on the cooker hob.

• The occupants self-evacuated their apartment with no injuries reported.

• 1 concealed residential pendent sprinkler head activated

i. Maintaining tenable conditions.
ii. Extinguishing the fire before the arrival of operational crews

iii. Containing the fire to the room of origin.

Credit images Uk Sprinklers Ltd 



LFB October Reported IRS Sprinkler Activations

➢ 6x incidents recorded of which 2 sprinkler activations were reported both extinguished by 1 sprinkler head

• 1x within a Purpose-Built Flats/Maisonettes – 10 or more storeys

• 1x within a boarding house/B&B

➢ In the remaining 4 incidents reference was made that the firefighting system impact was either not known or did not 

contain/control the fire

Supplementary evidence from the LFB confirmed 

➢ Sprinkler system coverage was not provided within the fire affected area

➢ Insufficient heat from the fire to activate the sprinkler head



Dundee New Housing Development Bedroom Fire 

Summary of Incident

• 3 fire appliances were mobilised to reports of a confirmed fire.

• The seat of the fire was identified to involve the ground floor bedroom 

• The fire was extinguished in the room of origin by the activation of 1 concealed pendent sprinkler head 

• No injuries were reported.

• 5% fire damage to the room of origin with smoke staining on the walls.

• Major protracted incident everted allowing FRS resources to be released, redeployed to attend emergency incidents.

• Enquires are ongoing to identify the cause of the fire.

• As the incident was unfolding engineers representing Discovery Fire Sprinklers Ltd who installed the sprinkler system were driving past 
the incident providing valuable knowledge allowing the system to be isolated

Credit image Discovery Fire Sprinklers Ltd



Doncaster Retro-Fitted Flat Sprinkler Save

Credit SYFRS

• St Ledger homes of Doncaster installed sprinklers into its 9 high rise buildings working with 
Doncaster council as part of a package of fire safety measures to improve fire safety  across its 
housing stock.

 
• SYFRS match funding contributed £200,000 to the installation of one of the buildings

The Incident 

• General needs single staircase building of 14 storeys.

• Containing 83 flats housing a diverse range of tenants. 

• Flat fire within a bedroom on the 3rd floor 

• Extinguished by the activation of 1 sprinkler head

• Bedding to close to electric heater which caught light

• Minimal fire damage within the compartment of origin

• No injuries reported



Gloucestershire E-bike Battery Sprinkler Activation 
➢ December 

➢ Ground floor flat fire 

➢ Electric battery on charge

➢ Extinguished by the activation of 1 sprinkler head

➢ 10  % fire damage

➢ BA, 2x Hose reels

2023 LFB Reported

Fastest growing fire trend

➢ On average a fire every two days

➢ Attending 143 e-bike fires, 36 E scooter fires

➢ 3 deaths

➢ 60 injuries



Questions?

                     If you hear of a save report it!

 Nick Coleshill BAFSA Sprinkler Saves Coordinator

 Email  nick.coleshill@bafsa.org.uk

mailto:nick.coleshill@bafsa.org.uk
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